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Emphasis in monitoring programme 

design
• Based on experiences with success on public 

involvement in environmental monitoring (Canada and 
Latvian local experience with RiverWatch)

• First broad-scale attempt in Latvia

• Assessment of most viable and effective cooperation 
between the public and scientists, observations and 
analyses

• Choice of topics to be observed which are of interest to 
the public

• Clear, simple guidelines to enable proper data collection 
and precise data processing

• Informative seminars and ad-hoc support to provide 
additional education and resolve misunderstandings or 
questions among volunteers
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Comparison of the results of voluntary 

monitoring programme
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White stork distribution in NVBR territory
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Success within 3-year period

• Data on invasive plant species Heracleum sosnowsky
used by Ministry of Agriculture’s State Plant Protection 
Service to compile detailed mapping of species in North 
Vidzeme

• Latvian ornithologists using data provided by volunteers 
on sand martin to support its research on the species

• Cooperation agreement established with a new private 
cement factory in Salacgriva to monitor air quality in the 
forest next to the factory

• Project work conducted in schools based on the findings 
of monitoring programme

• Experience shared with Environmental Agency in 
France, as well as with other Biosphere Reserves in 
Central and Eastern Europe



Conclusions

• Voluntary monitoring is a successful instrument 

to use for capturing local and regional aspects of 

changes in the environment

• Voluntary monitoring can provide valuable 

information to scientists for further analyses

• Involvement of the public has additional impacts 

for awareness raising of environmental issues, 

as well as increasing the development of future 

generations interested in scientific research
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