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Naturraum Lafnitztal — Landwirtschaft im Wandel

= Lafnitz valley — agriculture in transition
= 112 km river with:

- meanders and dynamics of erosion and sedimentation

- gallery woods and floodplain grasslands
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Traditional farming until well into 20th century

meadows mowed once a year
mown meadows grazed in autumn by cattle
June floods and dry periods determined mowing and grazing

Land use thus adapted to dynamics of Lafnitz river
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Later 20th century — agriculture in transition
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labour-intensive cattle husbandry loses ground, so, consequently, does
mowing

Trend towards arable farming because of higher revenue. This means
raising productivity of land

B2 bringing river under control

= draining and ploughing grasslands.
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The Lafnitz — a dynamic river indeed

-

- floods were regular events
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Land consolidation: riverside corridors 3

disentangle conflicts between intensive farming,
passive flood protection and water quality

= create buffer against fertiliser and pesticides
entering water

= remove need to protect farmers’ land against : LAY
erosion - o A
= create space for wetlands, gallery woods and = Qe A B

floodplain grasslands o 2 55
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LIFE Nature Project ,, Wildflussgebiet Lafnitztal”

- Project beneficiary: Weideverein Ramsargebiet Lafnitztal
“ Project volume: 14,3 Mio. ATS, of which 35% EU cofinance

~ Project duration: June 1998 — June 2001

~ Project area: Loipersdorf (Bgld.), Kitzladen, Burgau, Neudau and
Kaltenbrunner Lahn; 600 ha
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Grazing in the Lafnitz — its significance

traditional form of land use
small-scale mm@saic of plant communities
habitat for butterflies like Maculinea teleius/Maculinea nausithous

=

When wet meadows are not mowed or grazed for longer periods, they
develop towards floodplain forest

= nature conservation has an interest in starting up grassland
management in Lafnitz valley again, to preserve local biodiversity

4
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- ,Schitzen durch nitzen“? = Protect through use. This is the
fundamental idea behind the Weideverein

- Goal: lasting and multifunctional use of the Lafnitz grasslands
- Project beneficiary: Weideverein Ramsargebiet Lafnitztal
- Project volume: ca. 1 Mio. ATS

- Project duration: June 1998 — June 2001

- Financing: own contributions from farmers, LEADER
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“> modest beginning in rented pasture

LEADER Il Project , Extensive Weidehaltung im Oberen E
Lafnitztal®

. choice for suckler cows

+ electric fences instead of barbed wire yusmsse

“ rotation grazing

“ hay as winter fodder — but problem
with animals kept outside in winter
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LEADER Il Project ,Ramsar Informationszentrum
L afnitztal*
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- Communication

- Recreation and tourism as additional benefits
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Project duration: 2002 — 2003

LEADER Plus Project , Entwicklung eines E
naturtouristischen Angebots im Ramsar — Gebiet Lafnitztal *

Project volume: 62.467,72 € with 55% cofinancing rate

Goal: develop nature-based tourism
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1.4.2006  Vasszentmihaly (St. Michael
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23.4.2006 W0rth: presence at local fair
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Communication

Annual meetings with mayors
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Communication across borders
lapincs volgy
6. — 7. 11.2006 Buchschachen: International Workshop and Excursion
,Sustainable agriculture, water management and support from LIFE in
Natura 2000 sites across Europe*
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Grazing since 2000 — from Weideverein to
Weidegesellschaft Krutzler KEG

weiderind

lapincs volgy KRUTZLER KEG

21999: 100 cattle, 350 tonnes of hay.

~ 2000: Weidegesellschaft (Krutzler KEG) with three
shareholders — farmer Johann Krutzler (Loipersdorf),
veterinarian Christoph Haller (Markt Allhau), agronomist
Wolfgang Pelikan (Eisenstadt)
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Krutzler KEG

weiderind
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By 2007 it has successfully demonstrated that grassland farming can be
carried out successfully within Natura 2000 and Water Framework
Directive constraints

2006: opening of new stable
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Krutzler KEG

weiderind
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Stable open to outside air for 500 cows and calves, storeroom for hay
and straw, equipment hangars and storage for manure
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Krutzler KEG

weiderind
KRUTZLER KEG
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- Fodder: hay, maize, soya waste

- mowing grass is not enough!

- Hay is mowed by farmers under
contract and by local machine pool
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Krutzler KEG

weiderind
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Manure is removed from stable daily and fresh straw brought in
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Financing grassland management in Lafnitz

weiderind
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OPUL (= agri-environment), sale of calves, suckler cow premium
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Weidegesellschaft Krutzler KEG

weiderind
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“ Main objective of the Weidegesellschatft is to preserve the Lafnitz
floodplains as habitat for rare plants and animals.

-
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KRUTZLER KEG

= 150 ha meadows — mowed according to management plans

= 60 ha pastures

- Scattered along 60 km of river as plots between 10 are and 2 hectare in
size between Ne
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Grassland management

weiderind
KRUTZLER KEG
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- 4 bulls — 3 Limousin and 1 Charolais (= beef cattle)
- 400 cows (Fleckvieh)

200 calves
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Grassland management

weiderind
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From May to September grazing on pasture

Welidefest,
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Grassland management
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KRUTZLER KEG

= Dally check of drinking water and fences

= 3 options for drinking water: river, pumping from groundwater, springs
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Grassland management — Krutzler KEG

weiderind

lapincs volgy KRUTZLER KEG

~Krutzler KEG received the Burgenland animal welfare prize

- Second stable (500 animals) and biogas installation
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