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Aizsargajamo ainavu
apvidus “Ziemelgauja”

Aizsargajamo ainavu apvidus “Ziemelgauja” izveidots
2004. gada. Tas atrodas Latvijas ziemelaustrumu dala un
ietver Gaujas vidusteci ap 140 km gara posma ar tas ieleju
no Gulbenes un Aluksnes rajonu robeZas lidz Valmieras
pilsétai. Ainavu apvidus platiba ir 21749 ha.

Aizsargajamo ainavu apvidus ietilpst Eiropas Savienibas
aizsargajamo teritoriju tikla Natura 2000, kas

izveidots ar mérki nodrosinat apdraudéto sugu un
biotopu aizsardzibu Eiropas méroga.

Gauja ainavu apvidus teritorija aktivi ltkumo, ka rezultata
veidojusas daudzas vecupes - vecupju kopgarums vietam
parsniedz pasas Gaujas garumu. Upes ielejai raksturiga
mezu, plavu un vecupju mozaika ietver nozimigas

ipasi aizsargajamo biotopu platibas, kas dod majvietu
daudzam retam kérpju, sénu, augu un dzivnieku sugam.
Ka Ziemelgaujai 1pasi raksturigi jamin Gaujas ltkumos
dabiski veidojusies mezi — primarie mezi upju meandru
lokos, parkveida plavas, kas Latvija kopuma sastopamas
reti un kas ir viena no nozimigakajam retas vaboles
lapukoku praulgrauza dzivotném, lielakais iekSzemes
kapu masivs Latvija, Ziemelgaujas mednu populacija
(50-80 gaili) un griezu populacija (130-190 pari).

Ainavu apvidus dabas vertibas apdraudéja galvenokart
parak intensiva mezizstrade un plavu un ganibu
aizaugsana apsaimniekosanas trikuma dél. LIFE-Daba
projekts tika istenots, lai ierobezotu Sos draudus.

Protected landscape area
“Northern Gauja”

Protected landscape area “Northern Gauja” was
established in 2004. It is located in the north-east part of
Latvia and includes River Gauja in length of about 140

km with its valley from the border of Gulbene and Aluksne
Districts to Valmiera. The area of landscape area is 21749 ha.

The protected landscape area is included in Natura 2000
network of protected areas of the European Union
established with an aim to ensure protection of
endangered species and habitats on European scale.

Gauja is meandering in the protected landscape area thus
forming many oxbow lakes - the total length of oxbows
in some sections of the valley exceeds the length of Gauja
itself. The mosaic of forests, meadows and oxbows
characteristic for the river valley includes important
territories of protected habitats housing many rare species
of lichens, fungi, plants and animals. Primary forests in the
meanders of Gauja, woodland meadows which are rare in
Latvia and which is a habitat for the Hermit beetle
Osmoderma eremita and the largest complex of inland
dunes in Latvia should be mentioned as specially
characteristic for the Northern Gauja. Important population
of the Capercaillie Tetrao urogallus (50-80 males) and
Corncrake Crex crex (130-190 pairs) should be mentioned
as well.

Nature values of the landscape area were endangered
mainly by too intensive forest cutting and overgrowing of
meadows and pastures caused by lack of management.
LIFE-Nature project has been implemented in order to
limit these threats.
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Projekta meérki

- nodibinat aizsargajamo teritoriju Ziemelgaujas ieleja
un ieklaut to starptautiskaja aizsargajamo teritoriju tikla
Natura 2000;

- izstradat teritorijas dabas aizsardzibas planu;

- uzsakt dabas aizsardzibas plana ieviesanu, veicot
biotopu apsaimniekosanu paraugteritorijas.

Galvenie pasakumi

« Eiropas Savienibas méroga aizsargajamo sugu un biotopu
inventarizacija un kartésana;

« dabas vértibu aizsardzibas un apsaimniekosanas pasakumu
planosana (agrovides plani zemnieku saimniecibam,

dabas aizsardzibas plans un individualo aizsardzibas un
izmantosanas noteikumu projekts aizsargajamo ainavu
apvidum “Ziemelgauja”);

« mikroliegumu veido3ana aizsargajamos meza biotopos un
aizsargajamo sugu dzivotnés mezos;

« plavu biotopu atjaunosana;

« plavu biotopu uzturésana 6 paraugteritorijas (Sim nolikam
iepirkts 91 liellops, katra paraugteritorija uzbuvéts aploks
un nojume); agrovides finanséjuma piesaistes veicinasana
paréjam biologiski vertigajam zalaju platibam ainavu apvidd;
» meZa apsaimnieko$ana mednu riesta vietas un priezu
meza biotopos - galvenokart eglu paaugas un otra stava
koku izcirsana, lai nodrosinatu piemérotus apstaklus mednu
riestam un gaismas prasigam aizsargajamam sugam;

- vecu, agrak klajuma augusu platlapju koku atbrivosana no
krimu un jaunaku koku apauguma;

« apsaimniekosanas pasakumu monitorings;

- informativi izglitojosa darbiba (seminari, bukleti,
informacijas un izglitibas centrs, dabas takas, informacijas
stendi, filma un zinu sizeti, interneta majaslapa).

Objectives of the project

- to assign the state protection status to the project area
and create the basis for including the site in the Natura
2000 network;

« to elaborate the management plan for the area and
create the basis for a long-term sustainable management
of the territory;

- to ensure restoration and appropriate management of
most valuable sites where urgent actions are required.

Foto: E. Racinskis

The main actions

- Inventory and digital mapping of locations of the habitats
and species sites of Community concern;

« Planning of activities of protection and management

of nature values (agri-environmental plans for individual
farms, management plan and draft individual regulations on
protection and use for protected landscape area “Northern
Gauja”);

« Establishment of micro-reserves for forest habitats and
species of conservation concern;

- Restoration of grassland habitats;

» Maintenance of grassland habitats in 6 pilot areas (91

cattle purchased for this aim, shelters and fences built in
each pilot area); promotion of attraction of agri-
environmental payments to other biologically valuable
grasslands in the landscape area;

- Forest management in the lek sites of the Capercaillie and
in Western taiga habitats — mainly cutting of spruce
undergrowth in order to ensure conditions appropriate for
lek of the Capercaillie and light-demanding protected species;
« Cutting of shrubs and young trees around old broad-leaved
trees which once grew in open space;

- Monitoring of management activities;

« Informative and educational activities (seminars, booklets,
informative and educational centre, nature trails,
information boards, film and TV stories, home page).



Dabas vertibu inventarizacija

Lai varétu planot dabas vértibu aizsardzibu un tam
nepieciesamos apsaimniekosanas pasakumus, projekta
sakuma veikta ipasi aizsargajamo biotopu un ipasi
aizsargajamo sugu inventarizacija un atradnu kartésana.
legitie dati apkopoti ar kartém sajugta datu baze un
izmantoti gan agrovides planu izstradei zemnieku
saimniecibam, gan dabas aizsardzibas plana izstradei
visam aizsargajamo ainavu apvidum.

Inventarizacija piedalijusies 20 eksperti — botaniki,
entomologi, ihtiologi, ornitologi, meza un plavu biotopu
eksperti.

Pavisam teritorija konstatéti 26 Eiropas Savienibas
Biotopu direktivas | pielikuma ieklautie biotopi, taja skaita
11 prioritari aizsargajamie. No tiem plavu biotopi sedz
1200 ha, meza biotopi — 1590 ha, purvu biotopi — ap 300
ha platibu.

Apkopojot inventarizacijas datus un zinas no
iepriekséjiem gadiem (neietverot vésturiskas atradnes),
aizsargajamo ainavu apvidu atzimétas 143 ipasi
aizsargajamas sugas — 10 ziditaju, 35 putnu, pa vienai
rapulu un abinieku, 8 apalmutnieku un zivju, 56
bezmugurkaulnieku un 32 augu, sénu un kérpju sugas.

Zieme|gauja sastopama apmeéram tresa dala no Latvijas parkveida plavam. About one
. third of the total area of woodland meadows of Latvia can be found in the Northern
- Gauja. Foto: V. Larmanis

o

. Aizsargajamo dzenu sugu inventarizacija, izmantojot to balsu ierakstu atskano3anu.
E Inventory of protected species of woodpeckers using playback method. Foto: I. Vilka

e

Inventory of nature values

In order to plan protection of nature values and the
necessary management activities, inventory and digital
mapping of locations of protected habitats and species
was carried out in the beginning of the project. The
obtained data are summarized in a database linked to
digital maps and are used both for development of
agri-environmental plans for individual farms and for
development of management plan for the whole
protected landscape area.

20 experts were involved in the inventory process — those
were botanists, entomologists, ichthyologists,
ornithologists, and experts of forest and grassland habitats.
In total 26 habitats, including 11 priority habitats included
in Annex | of Habitats Directive of the European Union have
been detected in the territory. Grassland habitats cover an
area of 1200 ha, forest habitats — 1590 ha and mire habitats
— approximately 300 ha.

After summarising inventory data and data from the
previous years (excluding historical data), 143 protected
species have been found in the protected landscape area

- 10 species of mammals, 35 species of birds, one species of
reptiles and amphibians each, eight fish species, 56 species
of invertebrates and 32 species of plants, fungi and lichens.

i i s
Bruncepuru dzeguZpuke — viena no
retakajam aizsargajamam orhideju
sugam Latvija, kas aug sausas plavas
kalkainas augsnés. The Military orchid
Orchis militaris - one of the rarest
protected species of orchids in Latvia
growing in dry grasslands on calcareous
substrates. Foto: V. Larmanis

Zieme|gauja ligzdo ap 40-50 paru apodzinu.
About 40-50 pairs of Pygmy Owls Glaucidium
passerinum breed in Northern Gauja.

Foto: A. Petrins

Kalibracijas seminars plavu biotopu un sugu ekspertiem, uzsakot dabas vértibu
inventarizaciju. Calibration seminar for experts of grassland habitats and species before
inventory of nature values. Foto: I. Vilka



Dabas aizsardzibas
pasakumu planosana

Agrovides plani sagatavoti 56 saimniecibam (24
apsaimniekotajiem) un aptver ap 990 ha lauksaimniecibas
zemju. Tie izstradati sadarbiba ar zemes ipasniekiem

un ietver precizu informaciju par attiecigaja ipasuma
sastopamajam dabas vértibam un tam nepiecieSamo
apsaimniekosanu.

Dabas aizsardzibas plans aizsargajamo ainavu apvidum,
kas ietver teritorijas vertibu analizi un nepiecieSamo
dabas aizsardzibas pasakumu aprakstus, izstradats laika
periodam lidz 2017. gadam.

Galvenie dabas aizsardzibas plana paredzétie pasakumi
ietver:

- administrativos un organizatoriskos jautajumus, taja
skaita teritorijas parvaldes institcijas un konsultativas
padomes izveidi;

- biologisko un ainavisko vértibu saglabasanu un
palielinasanu (neiejauksanos 3430 ha biologiski nozimigu
mezaudzu, borealo meZa biotopu apsaimniekosanu

116 ha platiba, mednu riesta vietu apsaimniekosanu,
biokoku un biokoku grupu apsaimniekosanu ap 360

ha platiba, mezu noganisanu lidz 820 ha platiba, plavu
biotopu atjaunosanu 1260 ha platiba un uzturésanu ap
2380 ha platiba, notekudenu attirisanas iekartu darbibas
modernizésanu u.c.);

- kultarvéstures liecibu saglabasanu (kuttrvésturisko vértibu
apzinasanu un to saglabasanas pasakumu plana izstradi,
senu, regionam raksturigu éku atjaunosanu un uzturésanu,
aleju atbrivosanu no krimiem u.c.);

- atputas un izzinas infrastruktdras objektu izveidi un
uzturésanu (t. sk. dabas taku ierikosanu un uzturésanu,
skatu tornu buvi, tdristu apmesanas vietu labiekartosanu un
uzturésanu, informacijas materialu izvietosanu, ainavu cirtes,
velomarsruta iekarto$anu un uzturésanu);

- sabiedribas izglitosanu un informacijas izplatisanu

(bukleta izdosanu, majaslapas aktualizésanu un uzturésanu,
seminaru organizésanu zemes ipasnieku izglitosanai);

- monitoringu (aizsargajamo biotopu un sugu monitoringu,
apsaimniekosanas pasakumu efektivitates monitoringu,
mednu monitoringu, tdrisma plismas radito ietekmju
monitoringa metodikas izstradi un ieviesanu).
Sagatavots individualo aizsardzibas un izmantosanas
noteikumu projekts, kas ietver teritorijas funkcionalo
zonéjumu un katrai zonai atbilstoso aizsardzibas rezimu,
lai nodrosinatu labvéligu aizsardzibas statusu ipasi
aizsargajamam sugam un biotopiem.

Mednu riesta apsaimnieko3anas planosana daba. lanning of management of a lek site
of the Capercaillie. Foto: V. Goba

Planning of nature
protection activities

Agri-environmental plans are prepared for 56 individual
farms (24 land-users), and includes approximately 990 ha of
agricultural land. They have been developed in cooperation
with land owners and include precise information about
nature values of each land property and about the necessary
management activities.

Management plan for protected landscape area including
analysis of values of the territory and descriptions of
necessary nature protection activities has been elaborated
for the period until 2017.

The main activities included in the management plan are as
follows:

- Administrative and organisational issues, including
establishment of management institution and consultative
board of the area;

- Preservation and increasing of biological diversity and
landscape values (non-interference in 3430 ha of biologically
valuable forests, management of Western taiga habitats in
the area of 116 ha, management of lek sites of the Capercaillie,
management of biologically valuable broad-leaved trees
and groups of trees in the area of about 360 ha, pasturing

of forests in the area of up to 820 ha, restoration of grassland
habitats in the area of 1260 ha and maintenance in the area
of 2380 ha, improvement of waste water treatment facilities, etc.);

-

Kartes no agrovides plana zemnieku saimniecibai “Marsi”: saimnieciba sastopamas
dabas vértibas un platibas, kuram nepiecieSama apsaimniekosana. Maps from the
agri-environmental plan for farm “Marsi”: nature values and the areas which need
management.

- Preservation of cultural history values (gathering of
information about values of cultural history and
development of a plan for their preservation, reconstruction
and maintenance of old buildings characteristic for the
region, cutting shrubs in lanes with old trees, etc.);

- Establishment and maintenance of objects of recreational
and educational infrastructure (including arrangement and
maintenance of nature trails, construction of towers,
improvement and maintenance of camping sites, placing of
informative materials, cuttings for improvement of landscape,
arrangement and maintenance of routes for cycling);

- Education of the society and distribution of information
(publishing of the booklet, updating and maintenance of
home page, organisation of educational seminars for land
owners);

- Monitoring (monitoring of protected habitats and
species, monitoring of effectiveness of management
activities, monitoring of the Capercaillie, development and
implementation of methodology of monitoring of influence
of tourism flows).

Draft individual regulations on protection and use has
been worked out; it includes functional zoning of the
territory and protection regimes corresponding to each
zone in order to ensure favourable conservation status for
endangered species and habitats.



Plavu atjaunosana

Atklata ainava Latvija lielakoties ir cilvéka veidota un
uzturéta, jo dabiskos apstaklos tas vieta veidotos mezs.
Tacu ari atklatu platibu, galvenokart plavu un ganibu,
aizsardziba ir svariga, jo no to pastavésanas ir atkarigas
daudzas Sobrid retas un apdraudétas sugas, kas gadu
tukstosu gaita piemérojusas atklatai ainavai un ainavai,
kura plavas mijas ar meziem.

Pirms projekta sakuma ap 70 % Ziemelgaujas zalaju bija
pamesti, tadel aizauga ar kramiem un kluva nepieméroti
plavu augu un putnu sugu dzivei.

Pavisam projekta ietvaros atjaunoti 290 ha zalaju biotopu
- plavu un ganibu. Zalaju atjauno3ana ietvéra krimu
izcirsanu, cinu nolidzinasanu un pirmreizéjo plauju.

Zalaji atjaunoti gan sesas projekta ietveros izveidotajas
ganibu teritorijas, gan citas vietas, kur tas no dabas
aizsardzibas viedokla bija visvairak nepieciesams un kur
zemes Tpasnieki un apsaimniekotaji bija ieintereséti plavu
atjaunosana. Pavisam zalaju atjaunosana iesaistijas

15 saimniecibas.

Lai atjaunotas platibas péc projekta beigam netiktu
pamestas, ligumi ar saimniecibam paredz, ka tam ir
pienakums uzturet atjaunotos zalajus turpmako 10 gadu
perioda, ja ir pieejams atbilstoss finanséjums Sim mérkim.

7

Ainava pirms un péc plavu atjauno3anas z/s “Krastini”. Landscape in farm “Krastini
before and after restoration of grasslands. Foto: V. Larmanis
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Restoration of grasslands

In Latvia open landscape is created and maintained
mostly by a man, because in natural conditions it would
be covered with forest. However, protection of open
areas, mainly meadows and pastures, is important,
because many rare and endangered species which over
many thousands of years have adapted to life in an open
landscape and in mosaic landscape where meadows
interchange forests depend on existence of such areas.
Before the project was started, about 70% of grasslands
of Northern Gauja were abandoned; therefore they
overgrew with shrubs and became unsuitable for species
of meadow plants and birds.

In total 290 ha of grassland habitats — both meadows and
pastures — were restored during the project.

Restoration of grasslands included cutting of shrubs,
evening of hillocks and first mowing.

Grasslands have been restored both in the six pasture
territories arranged during the project and in other places
where it was most necessary from the point of view of
nature protection and where land owners and managers
were interested in restoration of meadows. In total

15 farms participated in restoration of grasslands.

In order to ensure that restored areas are not abandoned
again after the project, agreements with individual farms
prescribe that they are obliged to maintain restored
grasslands for the period of next 10 years, provided that a
corresponding funding is available.

B ot VA e
Grieze — viena no Tpasi aizsargajamam putnu sugam, kam nepiecieSamas atklatas plavu
un ganibu platibas. The Corncrake Crex crex — one of protected bird species which needs

open areas of meadows and pastures. Foto: A. Petrin3

Plavu atjaunosanu ieteicams veikt arpus putnu ligzdoanas sezonas. Krimu cirSana
ziema paraugteritorija “Krastini”. Restoration of meadows should not be carried out
within the breeding season of birds. Cutting of shrubs during winter in the pilot area in
“Krastini”. Foto: V. Larmanis



Plavu uzturesana

Zalaju apsaimniekosanas paraugteritorijas
Projekta ietvaros izveidotas sesas zalaju
apsaimniekosanas paraugteritorijas, kuras veikta zalaju
atjaunosana, izcértot krimus, un ierikotas ganibas. Katra
teritorija uzbavéts aploks un lopu nojume, zalaju biotopu
noganisanai iepirkts 91 galas liellops (6 bulli un 85 govis).
Izvéléti tadu Skirnu liellopi, kas pieméroti dzivei zem
klajas debess visu gadu un kuru audzésana zemniekiem
batu art ekonomiski izdeviga.

Divas no paraugteritorijam atrodas Valkas pagasta
(“Krastini” un “Veksi”), divas — Zvartavas pagasta (“Kalna
Vérzemnieki” un “Pédraudzes”), pa vienai - Gaujienas un
VireSu pagastos (attiecigi “Lejas Rudzisi — Zvejnieki” un
“Lives”). Kopéja paraugteritoriju platiba ir ap 340 ha.
lepirktie galas liellopi nodoti ipasuma paraugteritoriju
apsaimniekotajiem, savukart Latvijas Dabas fondam bija
tiesibas pieprasit atpakal no pieauguma tadu pasu skaitu
lopu, kads tika pieskirts, lai Sos dzivniekus izmantotu citu
platibu noganisana. Tadéjadi no ganampulku pieauguma
izveidojusies vél viena - septita ganibu teritorija, kas
atrodas Zvartavas pagasta.

Saimniecibam ir pienakums uzturét paraugteritorija
ietilpstosos zalajus 10 gadu perioda, ja ir pieejams
atbilstoss finanséjums Sim mérkim.

Ligumu saistibas ar zemes apsaimniekotajiem péc
projekta beigam parnems teritorijas parvaldibu
realizéjosa institlcija — Ziemelvidzemes biosféras rezervats.
Atbilstosi projekta llgumiem Zieme|gauja nodrosinata
zalaju biotopu uzturésana, plaujot vai noganot, ap 500
ha platiba. Sis platibas ietver gan paraugteritorijas, gan
paréjas platibas, kur projekta ietvaros atjaunotas vai jau
ieprieks tika uzturétas plavas.

Zalaju apsaimniekosanas veicinasana citas
aizsargajamo ainavu apvidus platibas
Atbilstosi projekta laika veiktas plavu biotopu
inventarizacijas rezultatiem, biologiski vértigo zalaju
platibas, par kuram iesp&jams sanemt Lauku attistibas
programmas finanséjumu noganisanai vai vélajai
plausanai, aizsargajamo ainavu apvida palielinajas no
650 ha lidz 1860 ha.

Zemes ipasniekiem projekta seminaru, bukletu un
personigu kontaktu veida projekta laika sniegta
informacija par pieejamo atbalstu dabai draudzigam
aktivitatem Latvijas Lauku attistibas programmas ietvaros
(galvenokart biologiski vértigo zalaju uzturésanu) un

Zalaju nogani3ana. Grazing of grasslands. Foto: V. Larmanis.

Management of grasslands

Pilot areas of grassland management

In the framework of project six pilot areas of grassland
management were arranged; grasslands were restored by
cutting shrubs and pastures were arranged. Fences and
shelters were built in each pilot area, 91 cattle (6 bulls and
85 cows) were purchased for grazing of grassland
habitats. Breeds of cattle chosen are suitable for life
outside throughout the year and their breeding is
profitable for the farmers.

Two of the pilot areas are located in Valka municipality
(“Krastini” and “Veksi”), two - in Zvartava municipality
(“Kalna Vérzemnieki” and “Pédraudzes”), and one in
Gaujiena and Viresi municipalities each (respectively
“Lejas Rudzisi - Zvejnieki” and “Lives”). The total area of
pilot areas is approximately 340 ha.

Zoga hiive z/s“Krastini”. Construction of fence in farm “Krastini

". Foto: V. Larmanis.

The purchased beef cattle have been handed over to
managers of the pilot areas, while the Latvian Fund for
Nature was entitled to request back the same number of
cattle in order to use these animals in grazing of other
territories. Thus one more - the seventh pasture-ground
was arranged from the offspring of herds and it is located
in Zvartava municipality.

The farms are obliged to maintain grasslands of the pilot
area for the period of 10 years provided that a
corresponding funding is available.

After the project finishes, contractual obligations of
agreements concluded with land managers shall be taken
over by the institution managing the territory - North
Vidzeme Biosphere Reserve.

In accordance with agreements concluded in the
framework of the project maintenance of grassland
habitats by mowing or grazing in Northern Gauja have
been ensured in the area of about 500 ha. This area
includes both pilot areas and other areas where
grasslands have been restored during the project or where
they have been maintained already before the project.

Encouragement of grassland maintenance in
other territories of protected landscape area
In accordance with the results of inventory of grassland
habitats carried out during the project, the total area

of valuable grasslands for which it is possible to receive
financing from the Rural Development Programme for
grazing or late mowing increased from 650 ha to 1860 ha
in the protected landscape area.

During the project land owners received information in
the form of seminars, booklets and personal contacts
about the support available for environment friendly
activities from the Rural Development Programme (mainly
for maintenance of biologically valuable grasslands) and
about the procedure to be followed in order to receive it.
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Lopu nojume ganibu teritorija “Veksi". Shelter for cattle in the pasture territory of
“Veksi". Foto: S. Abolina

Zieme|gaujas plavas bieZi ir nelidzenas, kas apgriitina to apsaimniekosanu. Meadows
of Northern Gauja often are uneven, therefore their management is difficult. Foto: V.
Larmanis

Meza biotopu un mednu
riesta vietu apsaimniekosana

Dalai aizsargajamo meza biotopu cilvéka iejauksanas nav
nepiecieS$ama, gluzi otradi - ta var tiem tikai kaitét. Tomér
ir biotopi, kuru saglabasanai nepiecieSams veikt ipasus
pasakumus, atdarinot dabiskos traucéjumus (ugunsgréeku,
lielo zaledaju dzivnieku ietekmi).

Senatné borealo mezu (Biotopu direktivas biotopa kods
9010%) attistiba liela loma bijusi ugunsgrékiem, kuros
izdzivoja vecas priedes, savukart boja gaja eglu un lapu
koku paauga. Tadéjadi mezs saglabajas skrajs, priezu
stumbiri bija saules apspidéti. MUsdienas priezu meziem
raksturiga aizaugsana ar eglu paaugu un pamezu, gan
augsnes eitrofikacijas (bagatinasanas ar baribas vielam)
dél, gan mezu melioracijas dél. Tadé| apdraudétas
vairakas priezu meziem raksturigas gaisus apstakl|us
milosas sugas. Ari mednu riestiem nepiecieSsami skraji,
labi parredzami mezi, lai putni varétu saredzet cits citu,

ka ari pamanit pielavijusos pléséjus. Ugunsgréku ietekmi
daléji var aizstat nevélamas eglu paaugas izzagésana.
Savukart skraji platlapju mezi un parkveida plavas ar saules
apspidétiem koku stumbriem pastavéja pateicoties lielajiem
savvalas zalédajiem (sumbriem, tauriem), un vélak ari
majlopu ganisanai. Skrajos apstaklos augusie vecie ozoli ir
loti nozimigi lapukoku praulgrauzim - Eiropa apdraudétai
vabolu sugai, kam nepieciesami resni, dobumaini lapu koki.
Lai paildzinatu praulgrauzim un daudzam citam retam

Projekta ietvaros iepirkti galas liellopi, kas pieméroti dzivei zem klajas debess visu

gadu. Ganampulks ziema. In the framework of the project cattle suitable for life outside
throughout the year were purchased. The herd in winter. Foto: V. Larmanis

Management of forest habitats
and lek sites of the Capercaillie

A part of protected forest habitats does not need human
interference, on the contrary — it can harm them.
However, there are also such forest habitats preservation
of which requires special activities imitating natural
interferences (fire, influence of large herbivorous animals).
In old times fire had an important role in the development
of Western taiga (habitat code 9010%); old pines survived
the fire while spruce and deciduous tree undergrowth
was damaged. Thus forest remained sparse and the sun
reached pine trunks. Nowadays overgrowing of pine forests
with spruce undergrowth is widespread due to both
eutrophication of soil (enrichment with nutrients) and
melioration of forests. Therefore several light-demanding
species characteristic for pine forests are endangered.
Capercaillies also need sparse, clear forests for their lek
where birds can freely see each other as well as predators
sneaking up. Impact of fire can partially be substituted
with cutting of the undesirable spruce undergrowth.
Sparse broad-leaved forests and woodland meadows
with the sun shining on tree trunks existed mainly due
to large wild herbivorous animals (bisons, aurochs) and
later also due to pasture of domestic animals. Old oaks
growing in sparse conditions are very important for the
Hermit beetle Osmoderma eremita - species endangered
in Europe which needs large hollow deciduous trees.



sugam piemeéroto veco ozolu muzu, ka ari nodroSinatu
nepieciesamos gaismas apstak|us uz to mizas augosajam
retajam kérpju sugam, ap Siem kokiem veikta apénojoso
krdmu un jaunako koku izzagésana.

Projekta ietvaros borealo meza biotopu un platlapju
koku apsaimnieko$ana Ziemelgauja veikta ap 300 ha
platiba. Mednu riesta vietas eglu paauga izzagéta ap 130
ha platiba. Kopéja apsaimniekota mezu platiba ir ap 400
ha (dala borealo mezu biotopu sedzas ar mednu riesta
vietam).

Projekta ietvaros ierikoti ari tris aizsprosti uz melioracijas
gravjiem divas mednu riesta vietas, lai atjaunotu
vesturisko hidrologisko rezimu, kas traucéja eglu paaugas
attistibai.

Lai netraucétu putnu ligzdosanu, apsaimnieko3anas
pasakumi meZzos tika veikti arpus putnu ligzdosanas
sezonas.

Jauna paaugas izcirSana borealajos mezos un mednu
riestu vietas varétu bat nepiecieSama apméram péc 10
gadiem, savukart atkartota krimu izcirsana ap vecajiem
platlapju kokiem vietas, kas netiek noganitas, jau péc
paris gadiem.

i

o

Mednis. The Capercaillie. Foto: A. Petrins
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Aizsprosts uz gravja, kas uzbavéts, lai atjaunotu nepieciesamo
hidrologisko rezimu mednu riesta vieta. A dam on ditch con-
structed in order to restore the necessary hydrological regime in a
ek site of the Capercaillie. Foto: U. Bergmanis

Paaugas un otra stava egu izcirsana mednu -
riesta vieta, lai uzlabotu audzes parskatamibu,
kas nepiecieSama riesta norisei. Cutting of un-

dergrowth and underwood in a lek site of the
Capercaillie in order to make it more suitable

In order to prolong the life of old oaks suitable for the
Hermit beetle and many other rare species, as well as to
ensure the light necessary for rare species of lichens
growing on the bark of theses trees, the overshadowing
shrubs and younger trees have been cut.

In the framework of the project, management of Western
taiga habitats and broad-leaved trees has been carried
out in the area of about 300 ha. Spruce undergrowth has
been cut in lek sites of the Capercaillie in the area of 130
ha. The total managed area of forests is around 400 ha

(a part of the area of habitats of Western taiga are also lek
sites of the Capercaillie).

Three dams on melioration ditches in two lek sites of the
Capercaillie have been constructed in the framework

of the project in order to restore previous hydrological
regime which hindered development of spruce
undergrowth.

In order to avoid disturbance of breeding birds,
management activities in forests were not carried out
during the breeding season of birds.

A repeated cutting of undergrowth in Western taiga habitats
and lek sites of the Capercaillie could be necessary after
about 10 years, while repeated cutting of shrubs around
the old broad-leaved trees in places which are not grazed
could be needed already after a couple of years.

0zolu mezs z/s “Jauntilikas”, kura izcirsti
0zolus nomacosie jaunakie koki un krami.
0ak forest in farm “Jautilikas” where the
younger trees and shrubs overwhelming the
oaks have been cut. Foto: I. Vilka

Krimu izcirsana

ap biokoku — vecu,
biologiski vértigu

d ozolu. Cutting of
shrubs around an old,
biologically valuable
oak.

Foto: V. Larmanis



Meza biotopu aizsardzibas
nodrosinasana, veidojot
mikroliegumus

Mikroliegumu veidoSana ir viens no veidiem, ka aizsargat
ipasi aizsargajamo sugu un biotopu atradnes gan arpus
ipasi aizsargajamam dabas teritorijam, gan to ieksiené.
Kameér aizsargajamo ainavu apvida nebija spéka
individualie aizsardzibas un izmanto3anas noteikumi ar
atbilstosu zonéjumu, atrakais veids, ka nodrosinat dabas
vértibu aizsardzibu, bija mikroliegumu veidosana.
Pavisam privatajos mezos izveidoti 84 mikroliegumi

238 ha platiba, skarot 75 apsaimniekotaju zemes

(80 kadastra vienibas).

Krastmalu mezs. Riparian forest. Foto: V. Larmanis

Visvairak mikroliegumu izveidots krastmalu meziem

—ap 130 ha platiba, nogazu meziem (48,6 ha), platlapju
meziem (27,2 ha) un biokokiem (17,5 ha). Mazakas
platibas (lidz 10 ha) mikroliegumi veidoti skujukoku meza
biotopiem, jaukta meza biotopiem, melnalksnu meziem,
gravu meziem un primarajiem meziem upju meandru
lokos. Vienlaikus mikroliegumi izveidoti ari sekojosu sugu
atradném, kas sakrita ar iepriek$ minétajiem biotopiem:
kérpjiem - sikpunktainajai artonijai, piesatinatajai
leptogijai, bringalvainajai henotékai, kollemu, skleroforu
un nefromu gints sugam, seném - ko3ajai zeltporei un
plaisajosajai rutainei, bezmugurkaulniekiem - lapukoku
praulgrauzim un lielajam torngliemezim, ka ari
baltmugurdzenim.

Péc Eiropas Savienibas biotopu klasifikacijas, visvairak
mikroliegumu izveidots parmitriem platlapju meziem
(biotopa kods 91E0*) — 132 ha, parkveida plavam (6530%)
- 48,4 ha, nogazu un gravu meziem (9180%) - 23,7 ha un
borealajiem meziem (9010%) - 10,6 ha. Mazak ka 10 ha
platiba mikroliegumi izveidoti melnalk$nu staignajiem
(9080*), purvainajiem meziem (91F0) un jauktiem
platlapju meziem (9020%).

Mikroliegumu izveide nodrosina nepiecieSsama
aizsardzibas reZima piemérosanu minétajiem meza
biotopiem - lielakaja dala gadijumu tas ir neiejauksanas
rezims (146 ha), savukart dala biotopu nepiecieSami
speciali apsaimniekosanas pasakumi, kas aprakstiti

Ensuring of protection of
forest habitats by
establishing micro-reserves

Establishing of micro-reserves is one of the ways to
protect sites of protected species and habitats both in
protected areas and outside them. While there were no
regulations on individual protection and use of the
territory with a corresponding zoning, the fastest way
how to ensure protection of nature values was
establishing of micro-reserves.

In total 84 micro-reserves in the area of 238 ha have been
arranged in private forests located in 75 land properties
(80 cadastre units).

According to the classification of woodland key habitats,
most micro-reserves have been established for riparian
forests — about 130 ha, for slope forests (48.6 ha),
broad-leaved forests (27.2 ha) and giant trees (17.5 ha).
Micro-reserves in smaller areas (up to 10 ha) have been
established for coniferous forests, mixed coniferous-
deciduous forests, black alder wetland forests and ravine
forests as well as a specially protected forest habitat in
Latvia - primary forests in the river meanders.
Simultaneously micro-reserves have been established also
for sites of the following species overlapping with sites of the
above-mentioned habitats: for lichens — Arthonia byssacea,
Leptogium saturninum, Chaenotheca phaeocephala, species
of Collema, Sclerophora and Nephroma genus; for fungi

Aizsargajamo dzenu sugu atradnes bieZi sakrit ar aizsargajamiem meza biotopiem, jo
tam nepiecieSami dabiska meZa elementi - sausi un trupé&jusi koki. Viena no $im sugam,
kas bieZi sastopama lapu koku mezos Gaujas tuvuma, ir baltmugurdzenis. Habitats of
protected woodpecker species often match with protected forest habitats, because they
need elements of natural forest — dry and decaying trees. One of these species which
often can be seen in deciduous forests near Gauja is the White-backed Woodpecker
Foto: A. Petrins



attiecigajas mikroliegumu anketas (vecu platlapju koku
atbrivosana no apkartéjiem krimiem un jaunakiem
kokiem; 92 ha).

Vienlaikus ar mikroliegumu izveidi zemes ipasniekiem tika
sniegta informacija par iespéjam sanemt kompensacijas
par mezsaimnieciskas darbibas ierobezojumiem

- vienreizéjiem maksajumiem tirgus cenas apjoma, ka ari
Latvijas Lauku attistibas programma 2007.-2013. gadam
planotajiem ikgadé&jiem maksajumiem meza ipasniekiem
Natura 2000 teritorijas.

Lidz projekta beigam vairaki zemes ipasnieki jau bija
véersusies Dabas aizsardzibas parvaldée ar kompensacijas
pieprasijumu.

Lielais torngliemezis — gliemezu suga, kam Latvija zinamas tikai daZas atradnes.
Ziemelgauja sastopams Aliiksnes rajona dala nogazu un krastmalu mezos. The Moun-
tain bulin - species of snails with only a few sites in Latvia. In Northern Gauja it can be
seen in the part of Aliksne District in forests of slopes and ravines. Foto: V. Larmanis
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Briingalvaina henotéka vairakkartiga palielinajuma. Sis kérpja dalas, kas palielinajuma
atgadina cepuridu séni, daba ir ap 1,5 mm augstas. Chaenotheca phaeocephala in
multiple magnification. These parts of lichens which reminds mushrooms are about 1.5

mm high. Foto: V. Larmanis.
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— Hapalopilus croceus and Xylobolus frustulatus; for
invertebrates - the Hermit beetle Osmoderma eremita and
the Mountain bulin Ena montana, as well as for the
White-backed Woodpecker Dendrocopos leucotos.

In accordance with habitats classification of the European
Union, most micro-reserves have been established for
Alluvial forests (habitat code 91E0*) — 132 ha,
Fennoscandian woodland meadows (6530%) — 48.4 ha,
forests of slopes, screes and ravines (9180%) - 23.7 ha and
Western taiga (9010%) - 10.6 ha. Micro-reserves in the area
of less than 10 ha have been established for Fennoscandian
deciduous swamp forests (9080*), Riparian mixed forests
(91F0%*), and Fennoscandian natural old broad-leaved
forests (9020%).

Establishing of micro-reserves ensures the necessary
protection regime for the above-mentioned forest habitats
—in most cases it is regime of non-interference (146 ha),
while a part of forest habitats need special management
activities described in the corresponding files of
micro-reserves (cutting of shrubs and young trees around
old broad-leaved trees; 92 ha).

Along with establishment of micro-reserves land owners
received information about the possibilities to receive
compensations for restrictions of forest management

- one-for-all payments in the amount of market price, as
well as about annual payments planned to be paid out in
the framework of the Rural Development Programme for
Latvia (2007-2013) to owners of forests located in
territories of Natura 2000.

Until the end of the project, several land owners had
already applied for compensations to the Nature
Protection Board.

Nogazu un gravu mezs. Forest of slopes and ravines. Foto: M. Oram



Informativi izglitojosie
pasakumi

Seminari

Pavisam projekta ietvaros notikusi 22 seminari. Seminaros
sniegta informacija par teritorijas dabas vértibam un tam
nepiecieSamo apsaimniekosanu, daba apspriesti biotopu
apsaimniekosanas pasakumi, notikusas

diskusijas par dabas aizsardzibas planu aizsargajamo
ainavu apvidum. Viens no nozimigakajiem bija seminars
Valkas pagasta “Krastinos” par biotopu apsaimniekosanu
saistiba ar jaunas Latvijas Lauku attistibas programmas
izstradi. Seminara piedalijas par programmu atbildigie
Zemkopibas ministrijas parstavji, nevalstisko organizaciju
parstavji un zemes ipasnieki.
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Seminars par biotopu apsaimniekosanu saistiba ar Latvijas Lauku attistibas program-
mas izstradi. Seminar on management of habitats in connection with development of
the Rural Development Programme for Latvia. Foto: I. Vilka

Bukleti

Izdoti 3 informativi bukleti — par teritorijas dabas
vértibam (2004. gada), par dabas vértibu aizsardzibas

un apsaimniekosanas planosanu (2005. gada), par dabas
vértibu veidosanos un to aizsardzibas perspektivam
nakotné (2007. gada).

Filma un zinu sizeti

Vides filmu studija ir uznémusi 8 minates garu filmu
“Ziemelgauja” par teritorijas dabas vértibam un LIFE
projekta pasakumiem (rezisors Andis Miziss). Projekta
laika sagatavoti ari Cetri zinu sizeti par projekta norisi, kas
demonstréti raidijuma “Vides fakti” LTV 1.

Informacijas centrs

Projekta laika darbojas projekta Informacijas un izglitibas
centrs Strencos, Rigas iela 6, kura zemes ipasnieki un
iedzivotaji varéja noskaidrot sev intereséjosos jautajumus,
pieméram, par dabas vértibam un tam nepieciesamo
apsaimniekosanu sava zemes ipasuma. Informacijas cen-
tra funkcijas péc projekta beigam pildis Ziemelvidzemes
biosféras rezervats kopigi ar Lauku partneribu
“Ziemelgauja’, un tas atradisies Strencos, Valkas iela 16.
Informacijas stendu izgatavosana

Soseju malas pie teritorijas robezas izvietoti 19 stendi

ar informaciju par aizsargajamo ainavu apvidu un LIFE
projektu, savukart 17 stendi ar uzskatamu informaciju
par ainavu apvidus dabas vértibam atrodas iesaistito
institdciju (pagastu padomju, Valsts meza dienesta
mezniecibu, A/S “Latvijas valsts mezi” mezsaimniecibu)
telpas.
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Informative and educational
activities

Seminars

22 seminars in total have been held during the project.
Information about nature values of the territory and the
necessary management has been provided during the
seminars, habitat management activities have been
discussed on site, and discussions on the management
plan for the protected landscape area have taken place. One
of the most important was the seminar on management

of habitats in connection with development of the new
Rural Development Programme for Latvia (2007-2013)
held in “Krastini” in Valka municipality. The competent
representatives of the Ministry of Agriculture,
representatives of non-governmental organisations and
land owners participated in the seminar.

Booklets

3 informative booklets have been published — about nature
values of the project area (in 2004), about planning of
management and protection of nature values (in 2005),
about origination of nature values and the future outlook
of their protection (in 2007).

Film and TV stories

Vides filmu studija has shot an 8-minute film “Northern
Gauja” about nature values of the territory and about
activities of LIFE project (Director Andis Miziss). During
the project four TV stories have been prepared and
demonstrated in the programme “Vides fakti” (“Facts of
the Environment”) on National TV.

Informative and educational centre

During the project an informative and educational centre
in Strenci, Riga Street 6 was working; land owners and
other people could find answers to their questions there
— for example, about nature values on their land and
about the necessary type of management. After the
project functions of Informative centre shall be fulfilled
by North Vidzeme Biosphere Reserve in co-operation with
Rural Partnership “Northern Gauja” - it will be located in
Strenci, in Valkas Street 16.

Preparation of information boards

19 boards including information about protected
landscape area and LIFE project are placed at the

largest roads along border of the project area and 17
boards including information about nature values of the
area are set up inside premises of the involved
institutions (municipalities, forestries of the State Forest
Service, regional offices of JSC“Latvia’s State Forests”).
Arrangement of nature trails

Arrangement of nature trails is one of the best ways of
educating the society about nature protection, because
the visitor can see the nature values on site here.

In the framework of Northern Gauja project three nature
trails have been arranged - one in Viresi, Gaujiena and
Valka municipalities each. Information about protected
habitats that can be seen along the trails and about
species living there is available at the trails.

One section of Viresi trail is near Gauja’s affluent river
Vizla, the other — near Randatu cliff on the bank of Gauja.
Each section is about 1 km long.

Along the trail near Vizla one can see Water courses of
plain to montane levels (habitat code 3260) characteristic
to Vizla, Calcareous rocky slopes (8210), Forests of slopes,



Dabas taku ierikoSana

Dabas takas ir viens no veiksmigakajiem veidiem, ka
izglitot sabiedribu dabas aizsardzibas jautajumos, jo Seit
apmeklétajs ar dabas vértibam iepazistas klatiené.
Ziemelgaujas projekta ietvaros ierikotas 3 dabas takas —
pa vienai Viresu, Gaujienas un Valkas pagastos. Pie takam
izvietota informacija par ipasi aizsargajamiem biotopiem,
kas apskatami taku marsrutos, un tajos mitosajam sugam.
Viens Viresu takas posms atrodas pie Gaujas pietekas
Vizlas, otrs - pie Randatu klintim Gaujas krasta. Katrs no
posmiem ir ap 1 km gars. Vizlas takas posma var apskatit
upju straujteces (biotopa kods 3260), kas loti raksturigas
Vizlas upei, kalkiezu (dolomita) atsegumus (8210), nogazu
un gravu mezus (9180%), parmitros platlapju mezus
(91E0%), avotu. Nereti Seit izdodas pamanit arf kadu no $o
dzivotnu iemitniekiem, visbiezak - zivju dzeniti. Randatu
takas posma galvenais apskates objekts ir pasas Randatu
klintis — viens no augstakajiem dolomita

atsegumiem Latvija (Iidz 15 m augsts), vienlaikus tas ir
ipasi aizsargajams biotops - kalkiezu atsegumi (8210).
Seit aplikojami ari nogazu un gravu mezi (9180%).
Gaujienas pagasta takas marsruta kopéjais garums ir ap
6 km un ta Skérso ari pasu Gaujienu. Starp takas apskates
objektiem ir nogazu un gravu mezi (9180%), sausas plavas
kalkainas augsnés (6210) un méreni mitras plavas (6510).
No takas redzama viena no zalaju apsaimnieko3anas
paraugteritorijam, kas atrodas otra Gaujas krasta (“Lejas
Rudzisi - Zvejnieki”).

AriValkas pagasta taka sastav no diviem atseviskiem
posmiem. Takas Veksu posms (0,5 km) ved pa zalaju
apsaimniekosans paraugteritoriju “Veksi’, savukart Ziles
posms (2,3 km) atrodas Pirtslica — Likas attekas dabas
lieguma teritorija. VekSu posma galvenais apskates
objekts ir zalaju apsaimniekoSanas paraugteritorija, Seit
var apskatit 3 ES 1pasi aizsargajamos biotopus - sausas
plavas kalkainas augsnés (6210), upju palienu plavas
(6450) un vecupes, kas pieder ES Biotopu direktivas
biotopam dabigi eitrofi ezeri ar iegrimuso tdensaugu un
peldaugu augaju (3150). Takas Ziles posma apskatama
virkne 1pasi aizsargajamo meza biotopu - apsaimniekots
borealo mezu biotops (9010%), ozolu mezi (9160), nogazu
un gravu mezi (9180%), parmitrie platlapju mezi (91E0%),
jaukti ozolu, gobu, oSu mezi upju palienés (91F0), ka ari
parkveida plavas fragments (6530%) un vecupes (3150).
Majaslapa

Izveidota interneta majaslapa www.zgauja.lv, kuru péc
projekta beigam turpinas pilnveidot un uzturéet lauku
partneriba “Ziemelgauja”.

screes and ravines (9180%), Alluvial forests (91E0*), and
a spring. Frequently one can see some of inhabitants of
these habitats, most often it is the Kingfisher Alcedo
atthis.

The main object of Randatu section of the trail is
Randatu cliff itself - one of the highest dolomite

Top materiali filmai par Ziemelgauju. Preparation of materials for the film about
Northern Gauja. Foto: V. Larmanis

outcrops in Latvia (up to 15 m high) which is also a
protected habitat — Calcareous rocky slopes (8210). One
can see also Forests of slopes, screes and ravines (9180%).
The total length of trail of Gaujiena municipality is about 6
km and it crosses Gaujiena. Objects of the trail include
Forests of slopes, screes and ravines (9180%), Semi-natural
dry grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareous
substrates (6210) and Lowland hay meadows (6510). One
of pilot areas of grasslands management located on the
opposite bank of Gauja (“Lejas Rudzisi — Zvejnieki”) can be
seen from the trail.

The trail in Valka municipality also consists of two
separate sections. Veksi section of the trail (0.5 km) crosses
pilot area of grassland management of the farm “Veksi’,
while Zile span (2.3 km) is in the territory of nature reserve
“Pirtslic¢a - Lika atteka”.

The main object to be seen in Veksi trail is the pilot area

of grassland management. Three protected habitats

of EU importance can be seen here - Semi-natural dry
grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareous substrates
(6210), Northern Boreal alluvial meadows (6450) and
oxbow lake related to habitat of EU Habitat Directive
called Natural euthophic lakes with Magnopotamion or
Hydrocharition-type vegetation.

In Zile trail one can see several protected forest habitats

- managed Western taiga (9010%), Sub-Atlantic and
medio-European oak or oak-hornbeam forests (9160),
Forests of slopes, screes and ravines (9180%), Alluvial
forests (91E0*), Riparian mixed forests (91F0), as well as a
fragment of Fennoscandian woodland meadows (6530)
and oxbows (3150).

Home page

A home page www.zgauja.lv has been created; rural
partnership “Northern Gauja” will continue updating and
maintenance of it after the end of the project.



Projekta informacijas centra telpas Strencos. Premises of project informative centre in
Strendi. Foto: V. Larmanis

Informacijas apmaina un
projekta publicitate

Pieredzes apmaina ar citiem LIFE projektiem

Projekta sakuma tika organizéts ievadseminars, kura

citu LIFE-Daba projektu parstavji no Latvijas un Igaunijas
dalijas pieredzé par biotopu apsaimniekosanu. Projekta
ietvaros notika ari pieredzes apmainas braucieni uz citu
LIFE projektu teritorijam Latvija, ka ari arvalstis - Ilgaunija
(projekts “Restoration and management of the
Hadademeeste wetland complex”) un Austrija (projekts
“Wild river landscape of the Tyrolean Lech”), savukart
Ziemelgaujas projekta teritorija viesojas LIFE projektu
“Restoration of the Core Ravine Woodlands of England and
Wales” un “Restoration and management of the
Hadademeeste wetland complex” parstavji. Projekta
teritoriju apmekléjusi ari citu ar dabas aizsardzibu saistitu
institdciju parstavji, pieméram, no Zviedrijas Vides
aizsardzibas agenturas (SEPA).

Daliba seminaros

Projekta dalibnieki ir piedalijusies dazados ar biotopu
aizsardzibu un apsaimniekosanu saistitos seminaros,
pieméram, Baltijas Vides foruma seminaru cikla “Pieredzes
apmaina par biotopu apsaimniekosanu starp Baltijas
LIFE-Daba projektiem” (2004.-2005.9.), ka ari seminaros
par parrobezu sadarbibu dabas aizsardzibas joma starp
Latviju un Igauniju Gaujas regiona (2004.g.) un par
boreadlo mezu biotopu monitoringu un aizsardzibas
stavokl|a novértésanu (2006.g.).

Informacija medijos

Materiali par aizsargajamo ainavu apvidu un LIFE projektu
publicéti laikrakstos “Latvijas avize”, “Neatkariga rita avize”,
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Strencu domes priekSsédétaja V. Graumane pargriez lentu projekta informacijas centra
telpu atklasana Strencos. Chairman of Streni town council V.Graumane cuts the ribbon
to open premises of project informative centre in Strenci. Foto: R. Zepa

Information exchange and
publicity of the project

Exchange of experience with other LIFE projects

An introductory seminar was organized in the beginning
of project during which representatives of other LIFE-
Nature projects from Latvia and Estonia exchanged their
experience in management of habitats. Visits to the
territories of other LIFE-Nature projects in Latvia and
abroad were organized during project - in Estonia
(project “Restoration and management of the
Hadademeeste wetland complex”) and Austria (project
“Wild river landscape of the Tyrolean Lech”). Northern
Gauja project territory was visited by representatives

of LIFE-Nature projects “Restoration of the Core Ravine
Woodlands of England and Wales” and “Restoration and
management of the Hdddemeeste wetland complex”.
Project territory has been visited also by representatives of
other institutions connected with nature protection, for
example, Swedish Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA).
Participation in seminars

Project participants have attended different seminars on
protection and management of habitats, for example,
seminars within the LIFE-Nature Co-op project of the Baltic
Environmental Forum “Experience exchange on habitat
management among Baltic LIFE-Nature projects” (2004-
2005), as well as the seminar “Transboundary co-operation
on nature conservation between Estonia and Latvia with
the focus on Koiva - Gauja area” (2004) and “Monitoring
and conservation status assessment of boreal forest
habitat types — Networking of Baltic and nordic expeerts,
NGO's and authorities” (2006).



“Ziemellatvija’, “Liesma’, “Malienas zinas’, zurnala “Vides
véstis”, isas aktualitates ari laikraksta “Diena”. Informacija
par projekta aktualitatém bijusi atrodama dazados
interneta zinu portalos.

Projekta norises atspogulotas Latvijas Televizijas raidijumos
“Vides fakti’; “Zalais ipasums” un “Eirobusins’, ka ari
radioraidijuma “Ka labak dzivot” Latvijas Radio 1. programma.
Informacija par projektu regulari ievietota projekta
majaslapa www.zgauja.lv, ka ari Latvijas Dabas fonda
majaslapa www.ldf.lv. Lielu skaitu interesentu pulcéja
projekta majaslapas atklasana ar tai sekojosu izbraukumu
daba, kas piesaistija ari médiju uzmanibu.

Top raidijums par Zieme|gauju raidijumu cikla “Zalais ipasums”. Work on the pro-
gramme on Northern Gauja in the cycle “Zalais ipaSums” (“Green property”). Foto: E.
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Projekta eksperts Janis Priednieks ar LIFE projekta “Restoration of the Core Ravine
Woodlands of England and Wales” parstavjiem apsaimniekota borela meza biotopa.
Project expert Janis Priednieks together with representatives of LIFE project
“Restoration of the Core Ravine Woodlands of England and Wales” in managed Western
taiga habitat. Foto: I. Vilka

Pl

Apsaimniekosanas pasakumu
rezultatu monitorings

Sugu un biotopu monitorings (regulari novérojumi
atbilstosi ieprieks izstradatai metodikai) uzsakts mezos un
zalajos, kuros veikti apsaimnieko3anas pasakumi.
Monitorings nepieciesams, lai novértétu, vai
apsaimniekosanas pasakumi dod gaidito rezultatu

— labvéligi ietekmé sugas un biotopus, kuru dé| tie tiek
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Information in media

Materials about protected landscape area and LIFE
project have been published in newspaper “Latvijas avize’,
“Neatkariga rita avize’, “Ziemellatvija’, “Liesma’, “Malienas
zinas', in magazine “Vides veéstis’, short articles also in
newspaper “Diena”. Information about the current events
of the project has been available also in different internet
news portals.

Events of the project have been shown also in programmes
of Latvian Television “Vides fakti” (“Facts of the
environment”), “Zalais ipasums” (“Green property”) and
“Eirobusins” (“Eurobus”), as well as in radio programme “Ka
labak dzivot” (“How to live a better life”) on the

1st channel of Latvian Radio.

Information about the project was regularly available on
the home page www.zgauja.lv, as well as on home page
of Latvian Fund for Nature www.ldf.Ilv. Opening of the
home page with field trip gathered a lot of interested
parties and attracted attention of media.

et
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Projekta majaslapas atklasana informacijas centra Strencos. Opening of the project
home page in informative centre in Strendi. Foto: Z. Pulkstene

Izbraukums uz paraugteritoriju “Krastini” péc projekta majaslapas atklasanas. Trip to the
pilot area in “Krastini” after opening of project home page. Foto: Z. Pulkstene

Monitoring of results of man-
agement activities

Monitoring of species and habitats (regular observations
according to previously accepted methodology) has been
started in managed forests and grasslands. Monitoring is
necessary in order to assess whether management
activities lead to the set goal — favourable influence on
species and habitats in which they are carried out — and in
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Mednis riesta vieta. A Capercaillie male in a lek site. Foto: A. Petrin3

veikti, un vajadzibas gadijuma pasakumus korigétu.
Projekta ietvaros uzsakti sekojosi novérojumi:

- vegetacijas (augu sabiedribu) monitorings zalaju
apsaimniekosanas paraugteritorijas;

» mednu uzskaites apsaimniekotajas riesta vietas;

« kerpju uzskaites uz “atbrivoto” ozolu stumbriem.

Pirmie vegetacijas monitoringa rezultati rada, ka

zalaju noganisanai ir pozitiva ietekme uz augu sugu
daudzveidibu plavas. Ipasi tas vérojams sausajas

plavas un videji mitras plavas. Tapat plavas noverojama
kalas daudzuma samazinasanas, ka ari vienas izteikti
domingjosas augu sugas izzusana augu sabiedribas, kas
liecina par pozitivam izmainam vegetacija. Noganisana
ir efektiva, lai apturétu ari plavu aizaugsanu ar priedém
— jaunas priedes tiek nolauztas un neizdzivo.

Ik gadus tiek novertéts mednu gailu skaits un izvietojums
riesta vietas, kur projekta ietvaros veikti apsaimniekosanas
pasakumi. Rezultati rada, ka mednu riesta centrs ir
novirzijies uz izkopto platibu pusi, kas liecina par riestam
labveligiem apstakliem 3ajas platibas.

Ir uzsakts ari kérpju monitorings uz ozolu stumbriem, kas

Viens no biokokiem — ozoliem, kas atbrivots no apkartéjiem krimiem, lai uzlabotu
apstaklus gaismu milo3am sugam. Uz ta stumbra tiek uzskaititas kérpju sugas. One

of the oaks around which the shrubs have been cut in order to improve conditions for
light-demanding species. Species of lichens growing on its trunk have been registered.
Foto: J. Plocina
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order to modify the activities where it is necessary.

The following monitoring activities have been started in
the framework of the project:

- Monitoring of vegetation in the pilot areas of grassland
management;

« Capercaillie counts in managed lek sites;

« Monitoring of lichens on oak-trees cleared from shrubs.

Eksperte Solvita Riisina veic vegetacijas uzskaites paraugteritorija “Krastini”. Expert
Solvita Riisina registers plant species in the pilot area in “Krastini”. Foto: I Cakare

The first results of vegetation monitoring show that
grazing has a positive influence on diversity of species of
plants growing in meadows. It can be particularly
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Foto: |. Cakare

Pétijuma sakuma noverotas nozimigas atskiribas kérpju
sugu daudzveidiba atkariba no koku stumbru noénojuma
ilguma - uz klajuma augoSiem ozoliem konstatéts par
treSdalu vairak kerpju sugu, neka uz 30 gadus meza
ieaugusiem, un uz pusi vairak, neka uz 70 gadus meza
ieaugusiem ozoliem. Uz vides izmainam kérpji reagé Iéni,
tadé| apénojoso kramu un koku izcirsanas ietekme bus
novérojama turpmakajos gados.

Turpmak

Aizsaktie dabas aizsardzibas pasakumi péc projekta
beigam turpinasies. Projekta laika ir izstradats

dabas aizsardzibas plans, ka ari jau aizsakta dala no taja
paredzétajiem pasakumiem. Tac¢u darba vél ir loti daudz,
jo, pieméram, vél atjaunojami ap 1200 ha zalaju un tiem
nepiecieSams nodrosinat ari uzturésanu.

Latvijas Lauku attistibas programma ir nozimigakais
finansu instruments Latvija, kas atbalsta biotopu
apsaimniekosanu. Ziemelgauja, tapat ka citviet Latvija,
plavu un ganibu liktenis bas atkarigs gan no ta, vai
pieejamais finanséjums zalaju uzturésanai bus
pietiekams, gan ari no ta, kadas iespéjas pavérs citi
saimniekosanas veidi (pieméram, lauku tarisms,
biologiska lauksaimnieciba), kas varétu sekmét
dzivotspéjigu lauku saimniecibu atjaunosanos un
saglabasanos.

Dabas aizsardzibas plana ieviesana ir viens no
uzdevumiem 2006. gada dibinatajai biedribai “Lauku
partneriba ZIEMELGAUJA’, kas apvieno 9 aizsargajamo
ainavu apvidu ietilpstosas pasvaldibas, vél 3 blakus esosas
pasvaldibas, 7 nevalstiskas organizacijas un vairakas citas
juridiskas un fiziskas personas, kas ieinteresétas regiona
attistiba. Biedribas dibinasanas mérkis - veicinat
teritorijas ilgtspéjigu attistibu un iedzivotaju dzives
kvalitates uzlabosanu.

Aizsargajamo ainavu apvidus “Ziemelgauja” parvaldibu,
atbilstosi Vides ministrijas stratégija 2007.-2009. gadam
paredzétajai Dabas aizsardzibas parvaldes regionalo
struktdru veidos$anai, ir uznémies Ziemelvidzemes
biosféras rezervats, kas no 2007. gada decembra saka
pildit sis funkcijas. Zieme|vidzemes biosféras rezervata
“parstavnieciba” Ziemelgauja atrodas kopéjas telpas ar
Lauku partneribu “Zieme|gauja” - Strencos, Valkas iela 16.
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observed in dry and mesic grasslands. Diminishing of the
amount of the last year’s grass is observed in meadows,
as well as decrease of domination of one main species of
plants which testify that there are some positive changes
in the vegetation. Grazing is effective in order to stop
overgrowing of meadows with pines — new pines are
damaged and cannot survive.

The number of Capercaillie mails and their location in

the lek sites managed during the project is monitored
every year. The results show that the centre of the lek has
moved to the managed area, which testifies that
conditions there are favourable for the lek.

Monitoring of lichens growing on oaks cleared from
surrounding shrubs and younger trees has also been
started. In the beginning of research substantial differences
in the diversity of lichen species depending on the length
of period spent in shadow have been observed — on oaks
growing in open places there are about one third more
species of lichens than on trees growing in forests for 30
years and twice more than on trees growing in forests

for more than 70 years. Lichens react to changes in the
environment very slowly therefore influence of cutting of
overshading shrubs and trees will be observed during the
coming years.

Future activities

Activities of nature protection initiated during the project
shall be continued also after it. During the project the
management plan has been elaborated; a part of
activities of the plan have been started already. Anyway,
a lot has to be done yet, for example, about 1200 ha of
grasslands are sill to be restored and they will need
maintenance.

The Rural Development Programme for Latvia is the most
important financial instrument in Latvia supporting
management of habitats. The fate of meadows and
pastures in Northern Gauja, as well as in other places in
Latvia, shall depend on the fact whether the available
funding is sufficient and on the possibilities offered by
other types of economical activities (for example, rural
tourism, organic farming) encouraging restoration and
functioning of viable farms.

Implementation of the management plan is one of the
tasks for society “Rural Partnership NORTHERN GAUJA”
established in 2006 and uniting 9 municipalities located in
the protected landscape area and 3 neighbouring
municipalities, as well as 7 non-governmental organisations
and several other legal and natural persons interested in
development of the region. Aim of the society - to promote
sustainable development of the territory and improve living
conditions of the people.

North Vidzeme Biosphere Reserve has undertaken
management of protected landscape area “Northern
Gauja” and has started fulfilling its functions starting from
December 2007 in accordance with establishment of
regional structures of Nature Protection Board prescribed
in the Strategy for Years 2007-2009 of the Ministry of
Environment. “Representative office” of North Vidzeme
Biosphere Reserve in Northern Gauja is located in the
same premises as Rural Partnership “Northern Gauja” - in
Strenci, Valkas Street 16.
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