Nature Reserve „Raķupes ieleja”

Summary of the Nature Management Plan
Nature Management Plans for specially protected territories are elaborated to coordinate the nature protection, natural resources use interests and long-term  development of the region, providing preserving of the natural values and beneficial protection status to the specially protected species and biotopes in this territory. Plan includes scientifically information about the protected territory, motivation for functionally zoning, if necessary. It sets up common measures for the management of whole territory to reach the aims of the protection. Plan is approved by the minister of Environment. Nature Management Plan can be used as base to elaborate individual regulations of protection and use, approved by the Cabinet of the Ministers.

Size of the Nature Reserve is 2204 ha, it is located in Talsi district Dundaga and Valdgale municipalities and Ventspils district Ance and Puze municipalities. It is recognized as  Natura 2000 site. Territory “Raķupe un Pāce” is matching for 99.7% to the Nature Reserves  “Raķupes ieleja” and “Pāces pļavas” and is marked as Important Bird Area (PNV). Already in 1987 Council of Ministers of Soviet Latvia founded Nature Reserve in Raķupe river valley with size of 616 ha (decree Nr. 107 in 10th September 1987). Reason for this was protection of the landscape typically for lowland river valley, floodplain meadows with groups of the oak tree.

The main task of the Nature Management Plan is to provide the preservation of the natural values adjusting certain managing and protection measures to the certain territory and involving all the stakeholders.
In the Nature Management Plan for the Nature Reserve “Raķupes ieleja” two long-term tasks are raised:

• to preserve and to increase the diversity of the species and biotopes in the Nature Reserve “Raķupes ieleja”, providing that way a beneficial protection status;

• to continue the management of the territory in environmentally friendly way, involving stakeholders, inhabitants, municipalities and institutions in charge.

In current territory of the Nature Reserve two districts are separated geographically and by the way of previous use - Raķupe and Pāce with surrounding meadows, forests and marshlands. Singularity of this territory is one of the greatest values of this Nature Reserve, because variety of biotopes provides plentiful content of the species in all the groups of plants and animals.

Short-term tasks and management measures include management of the meadows, restoration of the hydrological regime in the meadows and swamp, preserving of the valuable forest stands and birds nesting sites, as well as administrative, informative and public activities, supervision and monitoring.
Nature Reserve “Raķupes ieleja” is important site of boreal forest, marshy forest, marshland with the black alder, springs with high content of mineral ingredients and  spring swamp as well as different specially protected meadow biotopes site (Blue Moor-grass meadows, Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or clayey-siltladen soils, Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareous substrates, Fennoscandian lowland species-rich dry to mesic grasslands,  Hydrophilous tall herb fringe communities of plains and of the montane to alpine levels,  Northern Boreal alluvial meadows, Lowland hay meadows).
Significant is also the biotope of the raised bog (Dūmiņpurvs). In this territory one of the highest density of the corncrake nesting in Kurzeme region, as well as occurrence site of Hermit beetle, endangered in Europe. In the Nature Reserve “Raķupe” following singularities are stated: 
· 95 bird species, 25 of them are specially protected in Latvia and Europe
· 25 specially protected species of the invertebrates

· 6 protected species of the fishes and lampreys, 5 of them European significance

· 22 rare and protected species of the vascular plants 

· 9 species of rare and protected moss 

· 2 species of the rare and protected species of fungus

It is possible to form the microreserves at lest for 15 species in the Nature Reserve.

Some of the farms on the territory of the Nature Reserve are not inhabited, therefore meadows are not mowed and the process of the overgrowing has started. Territory is used for hunting.

Elaboration time of the new plan – 1st of March 2006 to the April 2007.
Elaboration of the Plan is based on materials given by experts working on territory inventory as well as accessible written sources about the territory. Nature Management Plan offers to elaborate the zoning by function – zone with adjustable regime to protect rare bird species, invertebrates and forest biotopes, Nature Reserve restricted area, Nature Park and neutral zone to develop existing and historical farms.
Some of the most important management measures are returning of the Raķupe River to the original riverbed, restoration of the hydrological regime of Dūmiņpurvs swamp, activities to create the tourism infrastructure and involve the society, managing of the meadows, administration activities.
Plan is completed in 2007, it gives advices in the managing of the territory during next ten years.

