
Dabas liegums “Burtnieku ezera p∫avas”
Burtnieku ezera p∫avas ir dabas liegums, kas aptver 432 ha plat¥bu. Tas ir izveidots 2004. gadÇ, lai
saglabÇtu atklÇtÇs palie¿u p∫avas un tajÇs dz¥vojo‰Çs retÇs putnu sugas. 

Mitraines un dabiskÇs p∫avas aiz¿em lielÇko da∫u no dabas liegumÇ iek∫autÇs Burtnieku ezera piekrastes.
Mitruma un saimnieko‰anai neïrtÇ reljefa dï∫, ‰¥s plat¥bas lielÇkoties tiek izmantotas gan¥‰anai. 

LiegumÇ dominï slapjo p∫avu augu sugas: slaidais gr¥slis, ci¿u gr¥slis, divrindu gr¥slis, kÇ ar¥ parastais
mieÏubrÇlis un parastÇ v¥jgrieze. Taãu ‰eit var atrast ar¥ tÇdas mitru un mïreni mitru p∫avu augu sugas kÇ
parastÇ ci¿usmilga, parastÇ smilga, parastÇ smarÏzÇle, p∫avas skarene, sarkanÇ auzene, kÇ ar¥ parastÇ
kamolzÇle, p∫avas dedesti¿a un ‰aurlapu ce∫teka. Ar¥ ¥pa‰i aizsargÇjamÇ Sib¥rijas skalbe aug ‰ajÇs p∫avÇs. 

Burtnieku ezera krastos za∫o bïrzi, baltalk‰¿i un melnalk‰¿i, daÏviet ozoli. SavukÇrt palienï lielas audzes
veido daÏÇdu sugu kÇrkli, kas pÇr¿em p∫avu atklÇto ainavu.

Gan¥bu veido‰anÇs 
MsdienÇs gan¥bas applsto‰Çs ezera palie¿u p∫avÇs ir veidoju‰Çs cilvïku saimnieciskÇs darb¥bas
rezultÇtÇ. P∫avas no aizaug‰anas ar krmiem pasargÇ p∫au‰ana vai zirgu gan¥bu ier¥ko‰ana. 

Taãu ar¥ agrÇk vien¥gÇs dabiskÇs p∫avas pastÇvïja ‰aurÇ joslÇ gar upïm vai ezeriem kÇ pÇrplsto‰as
p∫avas vai kÇ nelielas lielo zÇlïdÇju – tauru – nogan¥tas noras meÏa klajÇkajÇs vietÇs. Tas noz¥mï, ka
gan¥bas ir senÇka p∫avu apsaimnieko‰anas metode kÇ p∫au‰ana. Lai sÇktu p∫au‰anu, pirmajiem
zemkopjiem vispirms bija nepiecie‰ami lopi, kam savÇkt sienu. TurklÇt tajos laikos lopus laida gan¥bÇs,
tikl¥dz parÇd¥jÇs pirmÇ za∫Ç zÇle.

Palie¿u p∫avu zirgu gan¥bÇs ilgÇkÇ laikÇ izveidojas ¥pa‰s augu sugu kopums, kur‰ piemïrojies nom¥d¥‰anai,
zÇles pakÇpeniskai noplk‰anai un pastÇv¥gai mÇjlopu klÇtbtnei. Ganoties zirgi augus nograuÏ izlases
veidÇ, vispirms appïdot gar‰¥gÇkos un atstÇjot ind¥gos un neïdamos, piemïram, dadÏus un usnes. TÇpïc
gan¥bÇs veidojas nelieli ci¿veida pauguri¿i un ¥si nograuzti laukumi mijas ar garÇm neïdamu augu
skupsnÇm.

Burtnieku zirgi
Burtniekos atrodas vecÇkÇ zirgaudzïtava LatvijÇ. TÇ dibinÇta 1941.gadÇ. 

ZirgaudzïtavÇ ir ap 200 zirgu. Vaislai izmanto gan pa‰as audzïtavas licenzïtos ïrze∫us, gan uz laiku
ievestos. Rp¥gi atlas¥tas kume∫mÇtes katru gadu audzïtavai dÇvÇ aptuveni ãetrdesmit kume∫us. 

Zirgaudzïtavai ir sporta zirgi un profesionÇla jÇtnieku komanda, kas akt¥vi piedalÇs starptautiskÇs
sacens¥bÇs. TradicionÇls sporta veids Burtniekos ir konkrs. To aizsÇcis tagadïjais audzïtavas vad¥tÇjs
JÇnis Jura‰s ar zirgu FinÇls, kas ir Burtnieku un visas Latvijas konkra zirgu “viz¥tkarte” pasaulï.

Audzïtavas lepnums ir izcilie iejÇdes zirgi. Piemïram, Rusty - viens no pasaulï labÇkajiem iejÇdes 
zirgiem, kur‰ pieder VÇcijas izlasei, ir dzimis un izaudzïts Burtniekos. AudzïtavÇ ar nepaciet¥bu gaida
pieaugam leÆendÇrÇ zirga Rubinsteina dïla Rektora pirmos kume∫us.

Zieme∫vidzemes biosfïras rezervÇta administrÇcija: R¥gas iela 10a, Salacgr¥va, LV4033, tÇlr.: 4071408, e-pasts: biosfera@biosfera.gov.lv • Burtnieku trisma informÇcijas punkts: Jaunatnes iela 15, tÇlr.: 42 26485
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Trisma informÇcija par citiem tuvÇkiem apskates objektiem un naktsm¥tnïm:
Mazsalacas TIC, R¥gas 1, Mazsalaca, T.: 4251776
Rjienas TIC, Rai¿a 3, Rjiena, T.: 4263278
Valmieras TIC, R¥gas 10, Valmiera, T.: 4207177

Burtnieki Meadows Nature Reserve
Burtnieki Meadows form a nature reserve covering an area of 432 ha. It was established in 2004 in order to 
preserve the flood plain meadows and the indigenous rare species of birds. 
Wetlands and natural meadows take up the largest part of the section of Lake Burtieku shoreline that is 
incorporated in the nature reserve. Due to the damp conditions and topography that is inconducive to planting,
these territories are generally used as pasture. 
The dominant plant species in the reserve are the wet meadow plants: the slender – tufted sedge (Carex acuta), yel-
low sedge (Carex flava), brown sedge (Carex disticha), as well as the reed canary (Phalaris arundinace) and the com-
mon meadowsweet (Spiraea latifolia). However such damp meadow and semi-damp meadow plant species such
as the tufted hairgrass (Deschampsia caespitosa), common bent-grass (Agrostis capillaries), sweet vernal grass
(Anthoxanthum odoratum), meadow-grass, red fescue (Festuca rubra), as well as the common cocksfoot grass
(Dactylis glomerata), vetchling (Lathyrus pratensis) and narrow-leaf plantain (Plantago lanceolata) can also be found
here. The specially protected Siberian iris (Iris Sibirica) also grows in these meadows.
On the shores of Lake Burtnieku birches, grey alder and black alder flourish, as well as oaks in places. While 
in the flood plain large beds of different species of osier are formed, taking over the open landscape of the 
meadows.

Development of pastures
In modern times pasturelands have formed within alluvial meadows as a result of human economic activity.
Meadows are prevented from being overgrown with through mowing or establishment of horse pastures. 
However, even in the past the only natural meadows existed in a narrow strip along rivers or lakes as flood plain
meadows or as small glades grazed by the large herbivores – the aurochs – in the sparser areas within forests.
That means that pasturing is an earlier method of meadow management than mowing. In order to begin mowing,
the first crop-growers had to tame livestock that needed fodder. Moreover, in those times livestock was put out
to pasture as soon as the first shoots of grass appeared.
Flood plain horse pastures over time develop a specific composition of species that adapt to 
trampling, gradual plucking and the constant presence of domestic animals. While grazing, horses selectively
browse plants, first nibbling off the tastiest ones and leaving the poisonous and inedible ones, such as burdock
and thistles. Thus small hillocks are formed and bare patches intermingle with long clusters of inedible plants.

Burtnieku horses
The oldest stud farm in Latvia is located at Burtnieki. It was established in 1941. 
The stud farm houses around 200 horses. For breeding purposes both the stallions licensed by the stud farm 
itself and temporarily imported ones are used. Carefully selected mares each year provide the stud farm with
approximately 40 foals.
The stud farm has dressage horses and a professional equestrian team that actively participates in international
competitions. The traditional sporting event in Burtnieki is the show jumping. It was taken up by the present 
manager of the stud farm JÇnis Jura‰s and his horse FinÇls, who is the “face” of Burtnieki and of all Latvian 
show jumping horses in the world.
The pride of the stud farm are the excellent dressage horses. For example, Rusty – one of the world’s best riding 
horses, who belongs to the German team, was born and raised at Burtnieki. The team at the stud farm 
impatiently await the maturation of the first foals sired by Rektor, the son of the legendary horse Rubenstein.



The î˙inupe River flood plain meadows
The î˙inupe River is a small river, only 16 km long, that flows into the Lake Burtnieku from the southeast. On the
way to the lake, on the Burtnieku Plain, it is joined by the waters of the Melnup¥te (Black River) and Sl¥venu Ditch.
The name of the î˙inupe river comes from the Lettonized family name of a 16th century manor lord, Heiken.
The î˙inupe River flood plain meadows have been formed over the course of hundreds of years as a result of both
natural events and the activities of ancient crop-growing tribes. In modern times the conservation of natural mead-
ows is complicated. They are threatened by two completely opposing processes – intensive agriculture, which
reduces the diversity of animal and plant species, and the discontinuation of agricultural activities that leads to
invasion of woody species.

Palie¿u p∫ava kÇ biotops
Ezera piekrastes p∫avas pavasaros regulÇri appldina palu de¿i. No tÇ ar¥ cïlies vÇrds paliene, kas ir
zemÇkÇ upes ielejas da∫a vai ezera piekraste, kas regulÇri applst. Pïc paliem p∫avÇs paliek nogulumu
kÇrta, tÇdï∫ palie¿u augsnes ir ∫oti augl¥gas. Palu de¿i un to nestie ledus gabali pavasaros da∫ïji aizkavï
ar¥ krmu ievie‰anos.

Palie¿u p∫avu daudzveid¥gÇ augu valsts dod patvïrumu dz¥vniekiem. Te sastopams vairÇk kÇ tkstotis
kukai¿u, gliemeÏu un citu bezmugurkaulnieku sugu. To pÇrstÇvniec¥ba p∫avÇ pavasara un vasaras gaitÇ
mainÇs tÇpat kÇ augu valsts daudzveid¥ba. L¥dz¥gi ir putniem. Piemïram, grieze pïc atlido‰anas vispirms
apmetas upes piekrastï un vietÇs ar augstiem pïrno augu stublÇjiem, kur tÇ var paslïpties, bet, kad zÇle
ir paaugusies, grieze pÇrce∫as uz p∫avu. 

Te var ieraudz¥t vairÇku retu spÇru un taure¿u sugu pÇrstÇvjus: purvainus, ar augiem bagÇtus stÇvo‰us
de¿us apdz¥vo s¥kspÇre, bet palie¿u p∫avÇs un ezera krastos var novïrot baldriÇnu p∫avraibeni. Te dz¥vo
ar¥ raibgalvas purvuspÇre, spilgtÇ purvuspÇre un rets tauri¿‰ – zirgskÇbe¿u zilen¥tis.

î˙inupes palie¿u p∫avas
î˙inupe ir neliela, tikai 16 km gara up¥te, kas Burtnieku ezerÇ ietek no dienvidaustrumiem. Pa ce∫am uz
ezeru Burtnieku l¥dzenumÇ tai pievienojas Melnup¥tes un Slivïnu grÇvja de¿i. 

î˙inupes nosaukums cïlies no latviskota XVI gadsimta muiÏas ¥pa‰nieka Heikena dzimtas vÇrda. 

î˙inupes palie¿u p∫avas ir veidoju‰Çs simtiem gadu laikÇ gan dabas nori‰u ietekmï, gan pateicoties seno
zemkopju cil‰u darb¥bai. MsdienÇs dabisko p∫avu saglabÇ‰ana ir sareÏÆ¥ta. TÇs apdraud divi piln¥gi pretïji
procesi – intens¥va lauksaimniec¥ba, kas mazina augu un dz¥vnieku valsts daudzveid¥bu, un
lauksaimnieciskÇs darb¥bas pÇrtrauk‰ana, kas noved pie p∫avu pÇrmeÏo‰anÇs. 

Palie¿u p∫avu atjauno‰ana 
SenÇkos laikos ezera piekrastes p∫avas gan¥tas un p∫autas. 1929. gadÇ pïc Salacas upes regulï‰anas
‰aurÇ piekrastes josla ar applsto‰Çm p∫avÇm ap ezeru papla‰inÇjÇs, jo Burtnieku ezera l¥menis
pazeminÇjÇs par vienu metru, atsedzot platu zÇlÇja piekrastes joslu. 

XX gadsimtÇ izveidotie meliorÇcijas grÇvji ne∫Çva p∫avÇm piek∫t ar smago lauksaimniec¥bas tehniku, un
p∫avas aizauga ar krmiem. 60. gados ‰eit sÇka gan¥t zirgus, taãu tie nevarïja tikt galÇ ar krmu audzïm.
Vïl devi¿desmito gadu beigÇs palie¿u p∫avas bija aizaugu‰as ar krmiem. 

Latvijas Dabas fonda ¥stenotais projekts “Palie¿u p∫avu atjauno‰ana Eiropas Savien¥bas sugu un biotopu
saglabÇ‰anai” ir aizsÇcis bioloÆiski vïrt¥gÇko un aizaugo‰o palie¿u p∫avu atjauno‰anu un ilgtspïj¥gas
palie¿u p∫avu apsaimnieko‰anas nodro‰inÇ‰anu, saglabÇjot apdraudïtajÇm sugÇm piemïrotus biotopus.
Sadarb¥bas partneri: Dabas aizsardz¥bas pÇrvalde, Zieme∫vidzemes biosfïras rezervÇts, Latvijas OrnitoloÆijas biedr¥ba, 22 pa‰vald¥bas, tai skaitÇ
Burtnieku pagasta padome.
FinansïtÇji: Eiropas Komisijas LIFE–Daba programma, Apvienoto NÇciju OrganizÇcijas Att¥st¥bas Programma, Pasaules Vides fonds, Latvijas Vides
aizsardz¥bas fonds. 

Trisma informÇcija par citiem tuvÇkiem apskates objektiem un naktsm¥tnïm:
Mazsalacas TIC, R¥gas 1, Mazsalaca, T.: 4251776
Rjienas TIC, Rai¿a 3, Rjiena, T.: 4263278
Valmieras TIC, R¥gas 10, Valmiera, T.: 4207177

Zieme∫vidzemes biosfïras rezervÇta administrÇcija: R¥gas iela 10a, Salacgr¥va, LV4033, tÇlr.: 4071408, e-pasts: biosfera@biosfera.gov.lv • Burtnieku trisma informÇcijas punkts: Jaunatnes iela 15, tÇlr.: 4226485
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The flood plain meadow biotope
Meadows bordering the lakeshores are regularly flooded by spring melt water. Hence the term “flood plain”, which
refers to the lowest point within a river valley or lakeshore that is regularly flooded. After the spring floods a layer
of sediment is left on the meadows and therefore the flood plain soil is very fertile. The melt waters and the chunks
of ice they carry also partially prevent brush from taking root.
The varied flora of the flood plain meadows gives shelter to animals. More than a thousand species of insects, snails
and other invertebrates can be encountered here. Their numbers in the meadows vary during the course of the spring
and summer along with the variety of plants. It is the same with birds. For example, the corncrake, upon returning
from the winter migration, first takes shelter on the riverbank and in places with tall plant stalks left over from the last
season where it can hide, but when the grass has grown taller, the corncrake moves into the meadow.
Here can be found several rare species of the dragonfly and butterfly families: marshy, plant-rich standing water
is inhabited by the Narrow-winged Damselfly (Nehalennia speciosa), but the False Heath Fritillary (Melitaea diami-
na) can be observed in the flood plain meadows and lake shores. This is also the home of the Leucorrhinia alb-
ifrons, Leucorrhinia pectoralis and a rare butterfly – the Large Copper Butterfly (Lycaena dispar). 

Renovation of flood plain meadows
In ancient times the lakeside meadows were grazed and mowed. In 1929 following the regulation of the Salaca
River, the narrow foreshore with the flood plain meadows expanded, because the water level of Lake Burtnieku fell
by one meter, revealing a wide grassland foreshore. 
The drainage ditches dug in the 20th century made it impossible for heavy agricultural machinery to reach the
meadows and they became overgrown with brush. In the 1960s horses were pastured here, but they were not able
to handle the stands of bushes. Even in the late 1990s the î˙inupe River flood plain meadows were overgrown
with bushes.
The project “Restoration of flood plains for the conservation of European Union species and biotopes” implemen-
ted by the Latvian Fund for Nature has undertaken the renovation of the most biologically valuable and overgrown
flood plain meadows and will ensure sustainable management of the flood plain meadows, thus preserving
biotopes suitable for endangered species.
Project partnership: Environmental Protection Administration, North Vidzeme Biosphere Reserve, Latvian Ornithological Society, 22 local govern-
ments including the Burtnieku Municipal Council.
Funding sources: European Commission LIFE-Nature programme, United Nations Development Programme, World Wildlife Fund, Latvian
Environmental Protection Fund.
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Zieme∫vidzemes biosfïras rezervÇts (ZBR)
Zieme∫vidzemes biosfïras rezervÇts (ZBR) ir LatvijÇ vien¥gais UNESCO programmas “Cilvïks un biosfïra”
starptautiskÇ t¥kla rezervÇts. Tas dibinÇts 1997. gada 11. decembr¥ un pÇrstÇv starptautiski atz¥tas mïrenajai
meÏu joslai rakstur¥gas sauszemes un Baltijas jras piekrastes ekosistïmas. 

ZRB atrodas Latvijas zieme∫da∫Ç. TÇ kopïjÇ plat¥ba ir 4744 km2, un tÇ teritorijÇ dz¥vo ap 80 000 cilvïku.

RezervÇtÇ atrodas ceturtÇ noz¥m¥gÇkÇ la‰u dabiskÇ nÇrsta upe Baltijas jras baseinÇ - Salaca (95 km), kÇ ar¥
Latvijas ceturtais lielÇkais ezers Burtnieks.

Pusi ZRB teritorijas aiz¿em meÏi, bet 15% - mitrÇji. 

RezervÇtÇ ietilpst R¥gas l¥ãa piekrastes akvatorija – viena no bioloÆiski daudzveid¥gÇkajÇm Baltijas jrÇ. 

ZRB ir ap 900 paparÏaugu un sïklaugu sugu, 40 z¥d¥tÇju un 170 ligzdojo‰o putnu sugu, vairÇk nekÇ 10 rÇpu∫u
un abinieku sugu, kÇ ar¥ vairÇk kÇ 40 zivju sugu.

Burtnieki
Rakstu avotos pirmo reizi apdz¥vota vieta ar nosaukumu Astrijervs pie Burtnieka ezera minïta 1184. gadÇ
Livonijas Indri˙a hronikÇ. 

Arheologi noskaidroju‰i, ka cilvïki te dz¥voju‰i jau 8. gadu tkstot¥ p.m.ï.. SendienÇs te sanÇca kopÇ tr¥s
daÏÇdu tautu - latvie‰u, l¥bie‰u un igau¿u – robeÏas.

·odienas Burtnieki veidoju‰ies l¥dzÇs 13. gadsimtÇ celtai Livonijas VÇcu Orde¿a pilij, kurai pamatakmeni
1284. gadÇ lika orde¿a soÆis Vilhelms ·auerburgs kopÇ ar virsb¥skapu JÇni I. 

Burtnieki laiku laikos latvie‰u mutvÇrdu folklorÇ apv¥ti ar vieglu misticisma pl¥vuru par bur‰anu, zintniekiem
un pareÆo‰anu. VÇrds ‘burtnieks’ latvie‰u valodÇ noz¥mï rakstu z¥mju pratïjs un pareÆis.

SenÇs teikas par viedajiem ∫aud¥m un grimu‰o pili zem lidojo‰a ezera iedvesmoja ar¥ dzejnieku A.Pumpuru,
radot nacionÇlo eposu “LÇãplïsis”. TajÇ Burtnieki iztïloti kÇ baltu gar¥gÇ centra vieta, kurp LÇãplïsim
jÇdodas senãu gudr¥bas un pareÆu spïjas smelties. 

V¥sraga dabas taka 
Taka izveidota dabas liegumÇ “Burtnieku ezera p∫avas”. Tas ‰aurÇ joslÇ aptver ezera dienvidu un austru-
mu krastu 432 ha plat¥bÇ un ir veidots retu putnu sugu un palie¿u p∫avu saglabÇ‰anai.

V¥sraga takas izie‰anai nepiecie‰amas aptuveni 45 mintes. TÇ sÇkas pie Burtnieku muiÏas parka Sudraba
vÇrtiem, tad cauri parkam ved uz Burtnieku ezera un î˙inupes palie¿u p∫avÇm, kas ir starptautiski noz¥m¥ga
aizsargÇjamo putnu ligzdo‰anas vieta. 

Viens no takas pieturpunktiem ir skatu tornis, no kura labi pÇrskatÇmas î˙inupes palie¿u p∫avas un ezera
dienvidaustrumu krasts ar smailo Burtnieku bazn¥cas torni. Atpaka∫ce∫Ç taka vijas gar ezera krastu garÇm
Livonijas orde¿a pils drupÇm, uzpludinÇtajiem d¥˙iem un ezera pludmalei. 

AtgÇdinÇm, ka ‰¥s dabas teritorija ir domÇta retu dabas vïrt¥bu aizsardz¥bai. TÇpïc aicinÇm pret apkÇrtni
izturïties ¥pa‰i saudz¥gi. Ldzam pÇrvietoties tikai pa eso‰o taku un noteikti neatstÇt aiz sevis atkritumus.
Uzman¥gi vïrojot apkÇrtni un uzvedoties klusi, ir lielÇka iespïja ieraudz¥t netraucïtÇs dabas norises.

Trisma informÇcijas centri (TIC) un informÇcija par citiem tuvÇkiem apskates objektiem un naktsm¥tnïm:
Mazsalacas TIC, R¥gas 1, Mazsalaca, tÇlr.: 4251776; Rjienas TIC, Rai¿a 3, Rjiena, tÇlr.: 4263278; 
Valmieras TIC, R¥gas 10, Valmiera, tÇlr.: 4207177. Viesn¥ca “Burtnieki”, tÇlr.: 9547664, 9452833. Viesu mÇja “Burtnieki” tÇlr.: 9452833; viesu mÇja
“Krastma∫i”, tÇlr.: 4226527, 9428708; viesu mÇja “EnksÇre”, tÇlr.: 4226653, 6528281. Atptas komplekss “R¥ts”, tÇlr.: 4226527, 9428708; Kempings
“Ezerpriedes”, tÇlr.: 9461455, 6387423. Ka¿epju audzï‰ana - “Adzelvie‰i” tÇlr.: 4242606, 9253507. Fore∫u un karpu mak‰˙erï‰ana, mÇjputni un
tru‰i “Jaunjïrcïni” tÇlr.: 4226578, 6520865. Zirgu apskate un izjÇde - “Burtnieku Zirgaudzïtava” tÇlr.: 9452833

Zieme∫vidzemes biosfïras rezervÇta administrÇcija: R¥gas iela 10a, Salacgr¥va, LV4033, tÇlr.: 4071408, e-pasts: biosfera@biosfera.gov.lv • Burtnieku trisma informÇcijas punkts: Jaunatnes iela 15, tÇlr.: 4226485
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North Vidzeme Biosphere reserve (NVBR)
The North Vidzeme Biosphere Reserve (NVBR) is the only Latvian reserve participating in the UNESCO Man and the
Biosphere Programme World Network of Biosphere Reserves. It was established on 11 December 1997 and repre-
sents internationally recognized dry land ecosystems characteristic of temperate woodlands as well as Baltic Sea
coastal ecosystems.
The NVBR is located in the northern part of Latvia. Its total area is 4744 km2 and approximately 80 000 people live
within its territory.
The Reserve contains the fourth most important wild salmon breeding river in the Baltic Sea basin – the Salaca (95
km), as well as the fourth largest lake in Latvia – Lake Burtnieku.
Forests take up half of the NVBR territory, but bogs cover 15%.
The Reserve contains the Gulf of Riga coastal aquatorium that is one of the most biodiverse of the Baltic Sea.
The NVBR holds about 900 species of ferns and seed bearing plants, 40 species of mammals and 170 of nesting
birds, more than 10 species of reptiles and amphibians, as well as more than 40 species of fish.

Burtnieki
The first mention within a written source of an inhabited area called Astrijerv by Lake Burtnieku in 1184 was in 
the Chronicle of Henry of Livonia.
Archaeologists have discovered that people have lived here already since the 8th century B.C.. In ancient times 
the boundaries of three nations – the Latvians, the Livs and the Estonians – met here.
The Burtnieki of today has grown up next to the 13th century castle of the German Livonian Order. In 1284 the judge
of the Order, Wilhelm Schauerburg, together with Archbishop Johannes I, laid the cornerstone of the castle.
The area of Burtnieki since times unknown has been wreathed by a haze of mysticism in Latvian popular lore, being
linked to conjuring, sages and soothsaying. The word “burtnieks” in the Latvian language means a reader of omens
and seer.
Ancient legends about wise folk and a sunken castle under a flying lake have also inspired the poet Andrejs
Pumpurs when he wrote the national epic “LÇãplïsis”. There Burtnieki has been depicted as a spiritual centre of
the Baltic people where LÇãplïsis must go to learn ancient truths and aquire gifts of prophecy.

V¥sraga Nature Path 
The nature path has been established in the nature reserve “Lake Burtnieki Meadows”. The reserve is a narrow
strip of territory including the southern and eastern shores of the lake in an area of 432 ha and has been set up in
order to conserve rare bird species and flood plain meadows.
It takes about 45 minutes to walk the V¥sraga Path. It begins by the Silver Gates of the Burnieku Manor, then leads
through the park to the Lake Burtnieku and î˙inupe River flood plain meadows, which are internationally recog-
nized nesting grounds of protected bird species.
One of the stops on the walk is the observation tower from which there is a good view of the î˙inupe River flood
plain meadows and the southeast shore of the lake with the peaked tower of the Burtnieku church. On the return
leg, the path meanders by the lakeshore, past the ruins of the Livonian Order castle, man-made ponds and the
lakeside beach.
We remind you that this natural territory is intended for the protection of rare natural assets. We therefore invite
you to be especially considerate of the environment. Please move along using only the designated pathway and
certainly do not litter. By careful observation and maintaining silence you have the best chances of seeing wild
nature in action.



Niedru lija
Niedru lijas (Circus aeroginosus) ir slaidi putni ar pelïc¥gu
galvu, sarkanbrni sv¥trotu ˙ermeni, gariem spÇrniem un
garu asti. Daudz laika pavada vieglÇ, ‰pojo‰Ç lidojumÇ
lkojoties pïc sava med¥juma – putniem un grauzïjiem.
Ligzdu parasti bvï niedrÇjÇ. 

Marsh Harriers 
Marsh Harriers (Circus aeroginosus) are
slender birds with a greyish head, a
red and brown striped body, long
wings and tail. They spend much of
their time in flight, lightly swinging
in the air, searching for their prey
– other birds and rodents. They
generally build their nests in clusters
of reeds. 

Orman¥tis
Orman¥tis (Porzana porzana) ir apmïram 20 cm
liels putns. TÇ mugura ir ol¥vbrna ar tum‰iem un
baltiem raibumiem, ˙erme¿a sÇni - ar melni baltÇm
joslÇm, bet knÇbis - dzelten¥gs. 

Orman¥tis ir grti ieraugÇms putns, kas parasti
uzturas lakstaugos, bet iztraucïts cen‰as aiziet,
nece∫oties spÇrnos. Ejot mïdz turït asti izslietu
gaisÇ. Vi¿a balsi var dzirdït krïslÇ kÇ daudzreiz
atkÇrtotu monotonu svilpienu “fuit”.

Dz¥vo mitrÇs p∫avÇs dens tuvumÇ, ligzdo uz
zemes, parasti vecos zÇles ku‰˙os vai uz ci¿iem.
PÇrtiek no denskukai¿iem un citiem bez-
mugurkaulniekiem. 

Grieze 
Grieze (Crex crex) ir kovÇr¿a lieluma dzeltenbrns putns ar
kasta¿brniem spÇrniem, spïc¥gÇm kÇjÇm un spïc¥gu (bet ne
garu) knÇbi. Grieze dzied jeb “grieÏ” krïslÇ, un tÇs “kreks kreks”
ir LatvijÇ vasaras nakt¥s ierasta ska¿a. 

Griezi reti izdodas ieraudz¥t, jo tÇ parasti slïpti pÇrvietojas zÇlï
un ar¥ iztraucïta nevis aizlido, bet aizskrien tik veikli, ka reizïm
pat zÇle nesakustas. Lai ar¥ nelabprÇt, grieze, protams, ar¥ lido –
pretïji nereti dzirdïtajam
stÇstam, ka uz ziemo‰anas
vietÇm tÇ ejot kÇjÇm. RetÇk,
taãu grieze spïj ar¥ peldït.
Grieze dz¥vo daÏÇda veida
mitrÇs p∫avÇs, barojas ar
kukai¿iem, to kÇpuriem, citiem
bezmugurkaulniekiem un augu
sïklÇm. 

The Corncrake 
The Corncrake (Crex crex) is a yel-
lowish-brown bird with chestnut
coloured wings, powerful legs and beak. The call of the
Corncrake is referred to in both its Latvian and Latin name. It
makes a cutting or rasping sound: “crrek, crrek”. The Corncrake
moves invisibly through the sheltering grass. When disturbed,
it does not take flight, but runs away. Although it
prefers not to, the Corncrake can fly and also
swim. The Corncrake lives in wet mead-
ows and feeds on insects, larvae, other
invertebrates and seeds.

Zivju gÇrnis
Zivju gÇrnis (Ardea cinerea) ir par stÇr˙i
slaidÇks putns ar zilpelïki baltu apspalvojumu,
lïnu lidojumu un dzi∫iem spÇrnu vïzieniem. BieÏi
redzams sastindzis dens malÇ ar¥ nakt¥. Balss –
lidojumÇ ska∫‰ un griez¥gs “kravv”. Barojas ar
ziv¥m. Ligzda veido no zariem kokos vai niedrÇjos. 

The Grey Heron
The Grey Heron (Ardea cinerea) is a bird slimmer than the stork
with blue-grey and white plumage. Its flight is slow with deep
wing-strokes. It can often be seen motionless at the edge of the
water even at night. Its call is a loud and raucous “craw” made
during flight. It feeds on fish and builds its nest of twigs in trees
or clumps of reeds.

Gaigala
Gaigala (Bucephala clangula) ir strupa p¥le ar apa∫u lielu galvu un
kontrastainu melnbaltu apspalvojumu. Lidojot tai ∫oti 
rakstur¥ga svilpjo‰a vai zvano‰a ska¿a, bet briesmu br¥d¥ tÇ
glÇbjas nirstot. TÇ ligzdo koku dobumos pat vairÇkus 
kilometrus no dens – to izdz¥vo‰anai noz¥m¥gi meÏu ieskauti
ezeri un vecupes. Barojas ar dens bezmugurkaulniekiem.

The Common Goldeneye
The Common Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula) is a short-bodied duck
with a large head and contrasting black and white feathers. In flight it
makes a very characteristic whistling or clanging noise. When threat-
ened, it escapes by diving under water. It nests in the hollows of trees
even several kilometres away from the water. Woodland lakes and old
riverbeds are important for its survival. It feeds on aquatic inverte-
brates.

Upes ˙au˙is
Upes ˙au˙is (Locustella fluviatilis) ir par zvirbuli

nedaudz mazÇks un krietni slaidÇks ol¥vbrns, bez
raibumiem putns ar noapa∫otu asti. Parasti uzturas

bieza augÇja apak‰ïjos slÇ¿os, vien¥gi dziedot tup augstÇku
lakstaugu galotnïs, krmos vai koku apak‰ïjos zaros. Krïslas

stundÇs un nakt¥ visbieÏÇk var dzirdït upes ˙au˙a sienÇÏa
sisinÇ‰anai l¥dz¥go dziesmu “dzedzedzedze”. Tam rakstur¥gs

∫oti slïpts dz¥vesveids brik‰¿ainÇs, lakstaugiem bagÇtÇs dens-
tilpju piekrastïs un palie¿u p∫avÇs. 

Lielais ˙¥ris
Lielais ˙¥ris (Larus ridibundus) daÏkÇrt gadu desmitiem
kolonijÇs ligzdo vienÇ vietÇ – aizaugu‰os iek‰ïjos de¿os.
Årpus ligzdo‰anas laika lielais ˙¥ris sastopama
galvenokÇrt jrmalÇ. Lielajam ˙¥rim rakstur¥ga
daudzveid¥ga ˙ïrk‰ana. Tie barojas ar 
bezmugurkaulniekiem, ziv¥m un visdaÏÇdÇko
cilvïku atstÇto bar¥bu (atkritumiem). 

The Black-headed Gull
The Black-headed Gull (Larus ridibundus) nests in
colonies sometimes living in the same area of over-
grown inland bodies of water for decades. Aside from
the nesting season the Black-headed Gull is found
mainly in the seaside. It has a characteristic varying caw. It
feeds on invertebrates, fish and various types of food (trash)
left by humans.

P∫avas tilb¥te
P∫avas tilb¥te (Tringa totanus) ir
nedaudz lielÇka par meÏa strazdu ar
rakstur¥giem balto joslu uz tum‰ajiem
spÇrniem, baltÇs virsastes un muguras lejas
da∫as. TÇ ir nemier¥gs un trok‰¿ains putns, kas
uztraukumÇ parasti klanÇs. Dziesma ir vairÇkkÇrt
atkÇrtoti melodiski tre∫∫i. P∫avas tilb¥te dz¥vo mitrÇs
p∫avÇs un zÇ∫u purvos, ligzdo uz zemes. 

The Common Redshank 
The Common Redshank (Tringa totanus) is not much
larger than a blackbird with a characteristic white bar on its
dark wings, a white overtail and lower back. It is a fidgety
and noisy bird that usually bows when agitated. Its call is a
series of melodious trills. The Common Redshank lives in wet
meadows and grassy marshes, nesting on the ground.

The River Warbler
The River Warbler (Locustella fluviatilis) is solid olive brown in colour with

no markings and has a rounded tail. It generally dwells in the lower layers
of thick vegetation and only sits on the tops of taller plant stalks, in 

bushes or in the lower branches of trees to sing. The River Warbler’s
grasshopper-like call of “tseh-tseh-tseh-tseh” can be most often heard in

the twilight hours and at night. The bird characteristically leads a very
secluded existence in the undergrowth and plant-rich shores of bodies of

water or flood plain meadows. 

Cekuldkuris
Cekuldkuris (Podiceps cristatus) – apmïram 50
cm augsts putns, kas vasarÇ atpaz¥stams pïc
divda∫¥gÇ cekula uz galvas un rsganÇs pagaru
spalvu apkakles. Parasti uzturas atklÇtÇ deni,
briesmu br¥d¥ ienirst vai ar garu ieskrïjienu
pace∫as gaisÇ. Lido ∫oti straujiem spÇrnu vïzie-
niem. Mazu∫i bieÏi tup vecÇkiem uz muguras
un bieÏi spalgi p¥kst. Cekuldkuris ligz-
do‰anas vietÇs kladzina “kek-kek-
kek” vai kvark‰˙ “kerr-err”.

The Great Crested Grebe
The Great Crested Grebe (Podiceps cristatus) is
approximately 50cm tall. In summer the bird is
recognizable by a two-pronged crest and a ruff of
longish rust-coloured feathers. It generally
dwells in open water, and dives or takes flight
after a long take-off when threatened. In flight it
beats its wings very rapidly. The young often
perch on their parents’ back and frequently
give shrill peeps. In the nesting grounds the
Great Crested Grebe cackles with a “kek-
kek-kek” or croaks: “kerrr-err”.

The Spotted Crake
The Spotted Crake’s (Porzana porzana) back is olive
brown with dark and white spots, the flanks have
black and white barring and the beak is yellowish. The
Spotted Crake is hard to see, it generally dwells
among plant stalks, and when disturbed, it tries to flee
without taking wing. It walks with its tail held erect.
The call of the Spotted Crake can be heard at twilight
as an often-repeated monotone whistle: “hwuit,
hwuit”. It lives in wet meadows close to the water and
nests on the ground, usually in tussocks of old grass
or on hillocks. It feeds on water insects and other
invertebrates. 

Trisma informÇcija par citiem tuvÇkiem apskates objektiem un naktsm¥tnïm:
Mazsalacas TIC, R¥gas 1, Mazsalaca, T.: 4251776
Rjienas TIC, Rai¿a 3, Rjiena, T.: 4263278
Valmieras TIC, R¥gas 10, Valmiera, T.: 4207177

Zieme∫vidzemes biosfïras rezervÇta administrÇcija: R¥gas iela 10a, Salacgr¥va, LV4033, tÇlr.: 4071408, e-pasts: biosfera@biosfera.gov.lv • Burtnieku trisma informÇcijas punkts: Jaunatnes iela 15, tÇlr.: 4226485

Putni
Birds in the vicinity of Lake Burtnieku 

ab
iot

ic

ne
dz

¥vÇ
 d

ab
a

cu
ltu

ra
l

ku
lt

rv
ïs

tu
re

bio
tic

dz
¥vÇ

 d
ab

a

µikuts 
µikuts (Gallinago media) ir 28 cm augsts, samïrÇ drukns
putns ar garu knÇbi. LatvijÇ ligzdo ap 200 pÇru. 

µikutam ir ∫oti slïpts dz¥vesveids un tÇ balsi – klusu ãirksto¿u,
kas pÇriet dens burbu∫o‰anai l¥dz¥gÇ ska¿Ç, pat dzirdït var
reti. Putns ir akt¥vs galvenokÇrt tumsÇ un krïslÇ. Apr¥∫a
beigÇs ˙ikutu tïvi¿i pulcïjas riestos. SaulrietÇ tie
ie¿em vietas klajÇs, ci¿ainÇs palie¿u p∫avÇs, kur nakts
melnumÇ dzied un ar¥ c¥nÇs savÇ starpÇ. µikutam svar¥gas labas
baro‰anÇs iespïjas – mitra, irdena un sliekÇm bagÇta augsne.
TÇdus augsnes apstÇk∫us nodro‰ina tikai palie¿u p∫avas.

The Great Snipe 
The Great Snipe (Gallinago media) is a 28 cm tall somewhat stocky bird
with a long beak. About 200 pairs nest in Latvia. 
The Great Snipe leads a very secluded life and even its call – a quiet
crunching sound that modulates into a sound like bubbling water – can
be heard rarely. The bird is active mainly in the twilight and after night-
fall. At the end of April the males of the species gather for mating 
rituals. At sunset they take their places in the open, hillocky flood plain
meadows, where they sing and fight among themselves in the dark of
night. 

Natura 2000 teritorija 
Dabas liegums 
Burtnieku ezera p∫avas

Natura 2000 Territory
Lake Burtnieku Meadows 
Nature Reserve


