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Svēte Floodplain
DABAS PARKS / NATURE PARK

Graužu pļavas Svētes palienē pavasarī.
Grauži Meadows in Spring.

Ziemeïu gulbis
Pavasara migrâcijas laikâ 

Svçtes palienç atpûšas un 
barojas pat lîdz 1000 ziemeïu 

gulbju vienlaikus. Ik gadu šis ap 
10 kg smagais putns ar spârnu 
izpletumu lîdz 2,4 m mçro ceïu 
no Rietumeiropas uz Krievijas 

ziemeïu tundru, taèu daži paliek 
ligzdot tepat Latvijâ. No biežâk 

sastopamâ paugurknâbja 
gulbja to var atšíirt pçc lielâ 

dzeltenâ knâbja un izteiksmîgâs 
trompetes skaòu atgâdinošâs 

taurçšanas.

Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus
As many as 1000 Whooper 
Swans use Svçte floodplain 

for resting and feeding during their spring migration. These birds weigh around 10 kg and their wingspan in an 
impressive 2,4 m. Every year they travel from Western Europe to the northern taiga of Russia, yet some stay to 

nest in Latvia. It differs from the more frequently found Mute Swan Cygnus olor with its big yellow bill and the 
distinctive, trumpet-like calls.  

Lielâkâ daïa migrçjošo ûdensputnu Svçtes palienç pavasarî ir divu sugu zosis – baltpieres zoss un sçjas zoss. Tâs 
neligzdo Latvijâ, taèu katru gadu atpûšas un barojas vienâ un tajâ pašâ vietâ – Svçtes lejtecç, kas ir pusceïš no 

ziemošanas vietâm Rietumeiropâ uz arktisko tundru Krievijas ziemeïos vai Skandinâvijâ.

Most of the spring migratory birds in the Svçte floodplain are two species of geese - White-fronted Geese Anser 
albifrons and Bean Geese Anser fabalis rossicus. They do not nest in Latvia, yet every year they rest and feed in 

the same place, the lower reaches of the Svçte River. It is half way between their wintering grounds in Western 
Europe and the arctic tundra in the north of Russia or Scandinavia. 

Plašais Zemgales 
lîdzenums un zemes 

virsmas slîpums attiecîbâ 
pret kûstošâ ledâja 

malâm radîja sarežìîtus 
apstâkïus kûstošajiem 
ledus ûdeòiem. Tiem 

nebija, kur brîvi notecçt, 
tâpçc gar ledâja malu 

veidojâs milzîgi sprostezeri. 
Piemçram, Svçtes lejtecç 
šâda sprostezera dziïums 

sasniedza pat 30 m. 
Atsevišíu sprostezeru 

apvienošanâs bija sâkums 
Baltijas ledus ezeram, 

kas Svçtes lejteci vçl ilgi 
turçja zem ûdens. Baltijas 

ledus ezers noplûda pirms 
apmçram 10 200 gadiem 

p.m.ç.

Due to the flat topography and the inclination of the land surface towards the retreating ice margin, the meltwaters 
could not drain freely, forming ice-dammed lakes along the ice margin, sometimes covering large areas. Drainage 

of these ice-dammed lakes was often a catastrophic process. As a result, in watershed areas deeply-incised 
(up to 30 m in a depth here) proglacial spillways were formed. Merging of the local ice-dammed lakes was the 
beginning of the Baltic Ice Lake, which covered Svçte lower reaches still very long time, until 10 200 years B.P.

Putniem nozîmîga vieta

Kâpçc putni migrç

Kâ radâs Svçtes paliene

How Svçte Floodplain was created

Important Bird Area

Dabas parka karte / Map of the Nature Park 

Kâpçc te izveidots dabas parks

Why was Nature Park Established

Izveidots 2004. gadâ
Platîba – 931 ha
Natura 2000 teritorija, putniem starptautiski nozîmîga vieta

Galvenâs dabas vçrtîbas:
� regulâri applûstoša Lielupes un Svçtes paliene;
� izcila atpûtas un barošanâs vieta putnu pavasara migrâcijas ceïâ;
� îpaši nozîmîga ligzdošanas teritorija globâli apdraudçtai griezei;
� sastopamas 3 îpaši aizsargâjamas augu sugas;
� konstatçtas 45 îpaši aizsargâjamas putnu sugas.

Year of Establishment – 2004
Area – 931 ha
Natura 2000 site, internationally important bird area

Key Nature Values:
� Lielupe and Svçte floodplains are regularly flooded; 
� excellent staging and feeding site in bird spring migration route; 
� important nesting site for the globally threatened Corncrake;  
� 3 specially protected plant species; 
� 45 specially protected bird species.

Dabas parks “Svçtes paliene” izveidots, lai nodrošinâtu izcilu dabas vçrtîbu, galvenokârt 
retu un îpaši aizsargâjamu savvaïas putnu un augu sugu un to dzîvotòu aizsardzîbu. Dabas 
parks atrodas Latvijas centrâlajâ daïâ, Svçtes un Lielupes paliençs, un administratîvi tas 
ietilpst Lîvbçrzes pagastâ un Valgundes novadâ. Teritorijas kopçjâ platîba ir 931 ha. Tâ ir 
ïoti nozîmîga savvaïas putnu aizsardzîbas teritorija Zemgalç. Lielâkâ daïa dabas parka atro-
das Lielupes labajâ krastâ, tâpçc lieto arî otru šîs vietas nosaukumu – “Svçtes lejtece”. 

The key objective for establishing the Svçte Floodplain Nature Park is conservation of its 
exceptional nature values, mainly rare and specially protected wild bird and plant species, 
and their habitats. The nature park is situated in Central Latvia in the floodplains of Svçte 
and Lielupe Rivers. It lies within municipalities of Lîvbçrze and Valgunde. Total area of 
the site is 931 ha. This is one of the most significant sites for conservation of wild birds in 
Zemgale. Most of the nature park is situated on the right bank of the Lielupe River, hence 
the site is often referred to as the lower reaches of the Svçte River.

Lai nodrošinâtu putnu atpûtas un barošanâs iespçjas pavasara migrâcijas laikâ, daïai 
dabas parka teritorijas noteikts sezonas liegums. Dabas lieguma zonâ nedrîkst uztu-
rçties no 1. marta lîdz 1. jûnijam. 

Seasonal restrictions apply to certain areas of the nature park to ensure conditions for 
bird resting and feeding during spring migration. Nature reserve area is closed to visi-
tors between March 1 and June 1.

Vietas izcilo ornitoloìisko nozîmi nosaka dabas parkâ ligzdojošâs griezes (lîdz 30 pâriem) 
un lielais pavasara migrâciju laikâ sastopamo ûdensputnu skaits. Svçtes palienç pavisam ir 
konstatçtas 45 îpaši aizsargâjamas putnu sugas.
Svçtes lejtecç pavasara migrâcijas laikâ vienlaikus uzturas lîdz pat 20 tûkstošiem ûdens-
putnu (lielâkoties baltpieres un sçjas zosis). Tam pamatâ ir teritorijas ìeogrâfiskais feno-
mens. Šî vieta atrodas Rietumeiropas–Baltijas–Baltâs jûras migrâcijas ceïâ pirms Rîgas 
jûras lîèa. Lçnajâm lîdzenuma upçm palu periods ir ilgâks un palienes pârplûst plašâk, 
tâpçc vieta labâk piemçrota putnu ilgâkai atpûtai. Dabas parka teritorijâ šajâ laikâ uzturas 
tûkstošiem pîïu, gulbju, zosu un bridçjputnu.

Aptuveni pirms 18 500 gadu šeit bija ïoti klusa un auksta vieta. Laiks bija gluži kâ sastin-
dzis absolûtâ klusumâ. Teritorija, kas vçlâk bûs Zemgales lîdzenums, atradâs zem milzîgas 
ledus kârtas, kuras biezums Botnijas lîèa ziemeïu galâ sasniedza 2500 m, bet šeit – ap 750 
lîdz 1000 m. 
Zemgales lîdzenums, caur kuru lçni plûst Lielupe un Svçte, pašreizçjo izskatu lielâ mçrâ 
ieguva pçdçjâ Vislas apledojuma beigu posmâ. Vispirms uzvirzoties Zemgales ledus lobam, 
tâ priekšâ un zem ledâja izgulsnçjâs ledâja sanesas. Tâs sakrokojot un apslîpçjot, ledâja 
gultnç radâs pludlînijas formas klaipveida pauguru jeb drumlinu viïòota ainava. Drum-
linu iespçjamais izvietojums atspoguïojas Zemgales upju tîklâ. Ledâjam atkâpjoties, Zem-
gales ledâja sprostezera un Baltijas ledus ezera procesu rezultâtâ lîdzenuma viïòotâ virs-
ma pârveidojâs. Abu baseinu smalkgraudainos nogulumus vietâm pârpûta, tâ veidojoties 
kâpâm, bet pazeminâjumi pakâpeniski pârpurvojâs.

Around 18 500 years ago this was very quiet and cold place. Time seemed to have stopped. 
The stillness was absolute. What would eventually become the Zemgale plain and the land 
surrounding it, lay dormant underneath a huge ice sheet which in its central part in northern 
part of the Botnian Bay was up to 2.5 kilometres thick. In the territory under consideration 
the ice thickness varied from 750 to 1000 m.
The present-day topography of lowlands here has largely been formed as a result of Pleisto-
cene glaciations, particularly of the last Weichselian event. Then Latvia occurs at the inner 
margin of the depositional zone of the Fennoscandian ice sheet where the main features of 
glacial topography were created by subglacial processes. During the last glaciation it was 
affected by ice masses of the Zemgale lobe. Glacial deposits were laid down beneath and in 
front of the advancing glacier. Subsequently as a result of subglacial deformation and shap-
ing of disturbed deposits, streamlined landforms - drumlins was created at the glacier base. 
Later on, at the late glacial, this wavy surface was altered by the Zemgale Ice-dammed 
Lake and Baltic Ice Lake meltwaters. Fines of glaciolacustrine sediments were blow-out 
forming occasional dunes, lower depressions have gradually been occupied by mires.

Jelgavas rajona tûrisma informâcijas centrs 
Jelgava Regional Tourism Information Center
Pasta iela 37, Jelgava 
Tâlr. / phone: +371 63022751
www.jrp.lv, www.livberze.lv

Putni Latvijâ un pasaulç
Latvian Birding
www.putni.lv

RESTORATION OF FLOODPLAINS
Duration of the Project: October 2004 – June 2008.
Partners: Nature Protection Board, Latvian Ornithological Society, 22 municipalities, including Lîvbçrze and Valgunde municipality.  
Financing: LIFE-Nature program of the European Commission, etc. 
Project Sites: 15 specially protected nature territories – Natura 2000 sites across Latvia.
Project Goals: • restoration of biologically valuable and currently overgrown floodplain meadows;

• promotion of sustainable management of floodplain meadows through preservation of habitats suitable for threatened species.

PALIEÒU PÏAVU ATJAUNOŠANA
Projekta norises laiks: 2004. gada oktobris – 2008. gada jûnijs.
Sadarbîbas partneri: Dabas aizsardzîbas pârvalde, Latvijas Ornitoloìijas biedrîba, 22 pašvaldîbas, to skaitâ Lîvbçrzes pagasta padome un Valgundes novada dome.
Finansçtâji: Eiropas Komisijas LIFE-Daba programma u.c.
Norises vietas: 15 îpaši aizsargâjamas dabas teritorijas – Natura 2000 vietas visâ Latvijâ, to skaitâ arî “Svçtes paliene”.
Projekta mçríi: • bioloìiski vçrtîgâko un pašlaik aizaugošo palieòu pïavu atjaunošana;

• palieòu pïavu ilgtspçjîgas apsaimniekošanas veicinâšana, saglabâjot apdraudçtajâm sugâm piemçrotas dzîvotnes.

The number of Corncrakes nesting in the nature park (up to 30 pairs) along with the large 
number of migratory waterbirds determines the ornithological importance of the site. In to-
tal, 45 specially protected bird species have been registered in the Svçte floodplain. 
During spring migration, the lower reached of the Svçte River sometimes host as many as 
20 thousand waterbirds (mostly, White-fronted Geese and Bean Geese). This is mostly due 
to the particular geography of the site. It lies along the bird migration flyway of the Western 
Europe–Baltic-White Sea right before the Gulf of Riga. For slow-flowing rivers flooding 
period tends to be longer and larger territories are flooded. Thus, the site is suited for longer 
resting of birds. During spring, the nature park hosts thousands of ducks, swans, geese and 
waders. 

Migrâcija ir regulâra un sezonâla putnu pârvietošanâs starp labâkiem barîbas ieguves 
reìioniem un ligzdošanas vietas izvçles iespçjâm. Tieši barîba un nevis aukstums ir galve-
nais iemesls ûdensputnu migrâcijai. Arktiskajâ tundrâ vasarâ ir ïoti ilgi gaišs un ir daudz 
iespçju gan iegût barîbu, gan izaudzinât mazuïus. Putnu migrâcija kâ fenomens zinâms gan-
drîz 70 miljonu gadu.
Migrçjošie putni jeb gâjputni katru gadu lido pa vienu un to pašu maršrutu, ko nosaka iedzimtî-
ba. Lai atrastu ceïu, tie orientçjas pçc zemes magnçtisma, pçc Saules (dienas migranti) un zvaig-
znçm (nakts migranti). Turklât vecie putni bieži vadâs pçc lejâ redzamâs ainavas.

Migration is seasonal movement of birds between wintering and nesting places. Reduced 
food availability rather than low temperature is a major driving force of waterbirds migra-
tion. In the Arctic tundra continuous daylight during summer provides suitable conditions for 
young’s raising. The phenomenon of bird migration is known for nearly 70 million years.
Every year migratory birds choose the same flyway, leaded by inheritance. To find their 
way, as reference the birds use the Earth’s electromagnetism to navigate during their migra-
tion, but also sun (day migratory birds) and the stars (night migratory birds). Furthermore, 
older birds often follow the familiar landscape elements below.

Migrâcijas laikâ teritorijâ uzturas liels skaits íîvîšu, bet daļa 
Svētes laukos paliek ligzdot. Tâs barojas ar sliekâm un 

ligzdošanas vietu pamet jau jûnijâ, lai dotos uz Dâniju vai kâdu 
citu tuvâku pieturvietu, bet vçl pçc pâris mçnešiem atkarîbâ 

no laika apstâkïiem un barîbas iegûšanas iespçjâm – uz 
Dienvideiropu vai pat Ziemeïâfriku. Siltâs ziemâs liela daïa íîvîšu 

izvçlas palikt tuvâk savâm ligzdošanas vietâm.

During migration period the site also welcomes large numbers 
of the Lapwings Vanellus vanellus. It feeds on earthworms and 

by June it already leaves its nesting site in the Svçte floodplain. 
The birds then fly to Denmark or other closer stopover, and 

in a few months they are off to Southern Europe or even 
Northern Africa. That depends on weather conditions and food 

availability. In warm winters many of the Lapwings choose to 
remain in increasingly closer vicinity to their nesting grounds.

Pirms simts gadiem šî teritorija 
izskatîjâs lîdzîgi, taèu tad nebija 
veikta polderu izbûve un tik lielos 
apjomos – apkârtçjo pïavu me-
liorâcija. Tas nodrošinâja palienes 
plašâku applûšanu pavasara palu 
laikâ.

A hundred years ago the site 
looked very similar to what it 
looks today. However, at that time 
polders were not yet built and 
surrounding meadows had not un-
dergone such massive drainage. 
Hence, in the past more extensive 
flooding of meadows took place 
in spring.

Karte: Baiba Strazdiņa, LDF. Sagatavota, izmantojot SIA Envirotech “GIS Latvija 2.0” datubāzi.

Armijas štāba Ģeodēzijas-Topogrāfijas 
daļas Latvijas topogrāfiskā karte,
1907 (oriģināla mērogs 1:75000)
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1= Ledus lobi  KL = Kursas; UL  = Usmas; ZL  = Zemgales (Viduslatvijas); B L  = Burtnieka (Ziemeļvidzemes); GL  = Vidusgaujas; LL  = Lubāna; ML  = Mudavas (Veļikajas).
2 = Ledus mēles  B M = Bārtas; AP  = Apriķu; V M = Ventas; CM = Cieceres; AB  = Abavas; I M = Imulas; LA = Laidzes; OM = Oksles; AA = Augšabavas;
ZM = Zebrus; V A = Vadakstes; ZE=Zemgales; S E  = Sēlijas; LO = Lobes; OG  = Augšogres;  S T  = Straupes; AM = Amatas; R M = Raunas; AL  = Abula; V K  = Valkas; 
K M = Kārķu; AG  = Augšgaujas; T M = Tirzas; V D = Vaidavas, P U = Pērļupītes; ZI  = Ziemeru; AL  = Alūksnes; AN  = Annas; K U = Kūjas; K R  = Krustpils,
S L  = Slates; E M = Eglaines; LA = Laucesas; AD = Augšdaugavas; DM = Dubnas; MT  = Maltas; R E  = Rēzeknes;  CI  = Cirma; I S  = Istras; E E  = Ežezera;
DA = Dagdas; DR  = Drujas; MJ  = Mjoru; P O = Polackas mēle; 3 = Galvenās ledussaplūdes zonas:

:
:

 I  = Baltijas - Rīgas; I I  = Rīgas - Peipusa.  4 = Augstienes.
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Ievçro!

Nav atïauts sezonas lieguma laikâ no 1. marta lîdz 1. jûnijam

Stends izgatavots Latvijas Dabas fonda îstenotâ projekta “Palieòu pïavu atjaunošana Eiropas Savienîbas sugâm un biotopiem” ietvaros.
Tâ uzstâdîšanu atbalstîja un par uzturçšanu atbild Lîvbçrzes pagasta padome.

This information board has been developed by the Latvian Fund for Nature within the framework of the project on Restoration of Floodplain 
Meadows for European Union species and habitats. Lîvbçrze municipality supported the project and is responsible for maintaining the 
information board.
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Why do Birds Migrate


