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Regular spring flooding is the key natural process that ensures favorable
for many plant and animal species in floodplain meadows.

= Izveidots 1999. gada
Platiba - 352 ha
Natura 2000 teritorija, putniem starptautiski nozimiga vieta
Galvenas dabas vértibas:
® 4 aizsargajami biotopi
® daudz ziedaugu sugu, 5 no tam aizsargajamas
= 135 putnu sugas, 27 no tam ipasi aizsargajamas
= ipasi aizsargajamas 2 kukainu sugas, 2 abinieku sugas,
1 zivs suga un 2 ziditdju sugas

ERS Year of Establishment - 1999
Area - 352 ha
Natura 2000 site, internationally important bird area
Key nature values:
m 4 protected habitats
= many flowering plant species, 5 of them protected
= 135 bird species, 27 of them specially protected
= specially protected: 2 beetle species, 2 amphibian species,
1 fish species, and 2 mammal species

Dabas liegums “Lielupes palienes plavas” izveidots jau 1999. gada. Apzinot vietas
unikalitati, 2004. gada liegums paplasinats un ieklauts Eiropa ipasi aizsargajamo
teritoriju tikla Natura 2000. Teritoriju veido ¢etras noskirtas palienu plavu platibas
Lielupes abos krastos: Pilssala, upes kreisaja krasta starp Vircavu un Platoni, upes
labaja krasta uz D no autocela A8 un upes labaja krasta starp Lielupi un Karninu celu.
Dabas liegums izveidots, lai saglabatu dabiskas plavas Lielupes krastos un tajas
ligzdojosas retds putnu sugas. Administrativi Sis liegums atrodas Jelgavas pilséta,
Ozolnieku novada un Jaunsvirlaukas pagasta.

Dabas liegums “Lielupes palienes plavas” iek|auts putniem starptautiski nozimigo vietu
saraksta.

The Lielupe Floodplain Meadows Nature Reserve was established in 1999. Later
surveys revealed additional unique features of the site, and in 2004 the reserve was
expanded and designated a Natura 2000 area, a part of the European specially
protected area network. The site contains four separate floodplain meadows on both
banks of the Lielupe River. They are found on the Pilssala (Pils Island), on the left bank
between Vircava and Platone, on the right bank south of Highway A8, and on the right
bank opposite to the Pils Island. The nature reserve was established to conserve
natural meadows on the banks of the Lielupe River and rare bird species nesting there.
The reserve is situated within administrative borders of the city of Jelgava, the
0Ozolnieki County and the Jaunsvirlauka Parish.

A:m Lielupe Floodplain Meadows Nature Reserve is also designated an internationally

Lielupes palienes plavas

Grieze
Grieze ir pasaulé apdraudéta putnu suga, un Lielupes palienes plavas ta
et — te uzskaititi pat lidz 50 dziedosi tavini.
@i griezes tévina griezigo balsi - ta vi

sacensas par matites uzmanibu.

Corn Crake Crex crex

The Corn Crake is an globally threatened bird species, and there are mo;
of them in the Lielupe Flood-plain Meadows than in other places; up to 50|
singing male birds have been counted in the nature reserve. In june's |
night their harsh song trying to attract the attention of a female mate can'’
be heard from right here.

Pilsétas nakotnes vizija pausts - Jelgava ir videi draudziga pilséta ar

harmonisku izaugsmi. Lausim $aja harmonija dzivot ari savvalas dabai!

As a city Jelgava aspires to become increasingly environmentally
friendly and grow sustainably. These principles should also be applied
to conservation of the natural environment here.

Dabas lieguma “Lielupes palienes plavas” atrasanas ta
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Karte/Map: Baiba Strazdina; sagatavots, izmantojot SIA Envirotech "GIS Latvija 2,0" datubazi

Daba pilséta

Savdabigi, ka tiedi pilsétas teritorija ir saglabajusas teju vai p&dajas neskartas Lielupes palienes
plavas. Ik gadu pavasari uz vairakam dienam vai pat nedé&|am Pilssalas ziemeJu gals un paliene abos
krastos appliist. Tapéc sala jau kop$ pilsétas pirmsakumiem 16. gs. nekad nav apbivéta un vienmér
izmantota lopu gani$anai vai siena vaksanai. Tas rad unikalu patvérumu daudzam augu un
dzivnieku sugam, kas no pilsétas burzmas noskirtaja sala jatas droiba. Lielupe ar salam un plavam
abos krastos kalpo ka Jelgavas zalais koridors.

Nature in the City

Peculiarly, some of the last ielupe i are found within the city. Every
spring the northern end of the Pilssala and the meadows on both banks of the river flood for a few
days or ever weeks. Hence, from the early days of the city in the 16th century the island was not
developed and has always been used for grazing and mowing. This has created a unique refuge for
many plant and animal species that are sheltered here from the busy urban life.

Jelgava pirms simts gadiem / um_umﬁ. Hoo <m_.mm ago

W e 4
20. gs. sakuma karté redzams, RN .!uw.o.éﬂ/
ka apkart pilsétai bijis daudz w..wm«amﬂpmv R ,.r\

mazak apdzivotu maju neka ‘ﬁaé@
misdienas, bet applistosas
palienu plavu platibas pédéjos
simt gados nav ipasi mainijusas,
lai ari tas daudzviet aizaugusas
krimiem. Parlielupes, Valdekas
un RAF rajona vieta tad bijusas
tikai dazas majas.

Map of the early 20th century
shows that back then the city
outskirts were far less populated
than today. Yet territories of
floodplain meadows have not
changed much over the past
hundred years, even though
shrubs have overtaken many of
them.

Armijas $taba Geod@zijas-Topografijas
dalas Latvijas topografisk karte
(originala mérogs 1: 75 000)

Dabas vértibas un to saglabasana

Plavu vértiba ir tiedi to plaSums, un tapéc tas nedrikst aizaugt ar kriimiem.
plavas ir piemérotas ligzdoanai pasaulé apdraudé&tam putnu sugam griezei un kikutam, ka
ari citiem brid&jputniem. Tadé| péc krimu izcirsanas, ko veica Latvijas Dabas fonds ar ES
LIFE-Daba programmas finansialu atbalstu, uz Pilssalu no Niderlandes ar ARK fonda atbalstu
atvesti 17 savvalas zirgi. Savvalas zirgi, partiekot no zales, krimiem, niedrém un koku mizas,
nodrosina atklatas dabas ainavas pastavésanu. Tie ari agrak dzivoja Latvija ka sumbri
un tauri, tacu ar cilvéku “palidzibu” izzuda 17. gs. Plava starp Vircavas un Platones ietekam
Lielupes kreisaja krasta tiek izmantota siena plausanai, lai nodro$inatu savvalas zirgiem
baribas rezervi neparedzéti bargos klimatiskajos apstak|os.

Nature Values and Conservation

Open meadows are most valuable, hence their overgrowing with shrubs is not desired. Large,
open meadows are suitable for nesting of such globally threatened species as the Corn Crake
Crex crex, the Great Snipe Gallinago media, and other waders. Today, the meadows have
been cleared as part of the EU LIFE-Nature project, and 17 wild horses have been brought to
the Pilssala to prevent further shrub invasion. The ARK Foundation of the Netherlands
financially supported this measure. Wild horses maintain the open natural landscape by
grazing on grass, shrubs, reed and tree bark. Such horses have historically lived in Latvia,
just like European bisons and wild cows, yet human activities have fostered their
disappearance already in the 17th century. This meadow between Vircava and Platone Rivers
used for hay making - that should bee kept as a provision in case of extremely cold winters
for wild horses.

Palienu plavas nav ziedaugu daudzvei
kas, tacu Seit aug tiesi mitriem apstakliem _u_m_,:m_dEmmm
sugas. Dzirkstelite ir raksturigs augs mitram dabiskam
plavam, labos apstak|os izaugot pat 40 cm garuma. Si

nelku dzimtas puke zied no junija lidz oktobrim.

The biodiversity of flowering plants is not among the richest
in floodplain meadows, but here are growing species,
especially adapted for wet conditions. Maiden Pink Dianthus
deltoides is one of thus characteristic plants for wet semi-
natural grasslands and is growing to 40 cm tall. This species
of Dianthus genus is flowering from June until October.

Dzelten cielava vasaras lai
kas ligzdo mitras ganibas Gdenainas palienu plavas.
Tévinu var atpazit péc s dzeltena védera, kamér m:
t blavakas un ar gaisu pakriti. Ja paveiksies, Seit
novérosi ari daudz retaku sugu - dzeltengalvas cielavu.

a Seit ir bieZi novérojams putns,

Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava is often seen bird here during
summer, which breeds in lowland areas on marshy pastures
and waterlogged meadows. Male is saturated yellow below,
but female is a little duller, especially on breast. If you are
lucky, maybe you will spot here also Citrine Wagtail Motacilla
citreola.

Vérojot zirgus, saglaba distanci un nemégini
tos barot!

Wild horses are feeling well in Lielupe floodplains
on the sala Island further north, where they are
pasturing. They have created Bﬁ_nm_ herd existen-
ce in the first month of being here. The oldest
stallion is the chief and he is watching over the rest
of the herd - females and colts. They have their
own territory, which they guard from enemies and
also the smaller group of four youngsters, which
will try to compete for leader's position.

Please keep distance watching them and
don’t feed wild horses!

Jelgava DistrictTourism Information Center:  Talr./ phone: +371 263022751
wwwjelgava.lv
WwWwrp.Iv

B Jelgavas rajona tarisma informacijas centrs: Pasta iela 37, Jelgava
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Kapéc Jelgavas apkartne ir tik lidzena?

Aptuveni pirms 18 500 gadu Seit bija |oti klusa un auksta vieta. Laiks bija gluzi ka
sastindzis abs oldta klusuma. Tas, ko més uztveram ka Zemgales lidzenumu, bija zem
biezas ledus kartas, kuras biezums Botnijas lica ziemelu gala sasniedza pat 2500 m, bet
Saja vieta ap 750-1000 m.

Zemgales lidzenums, caur kuru I&ni plast

elupe un tas pietekas,
izskatu ieguvis tie:
apledojuma beigu posma. Vispirms
uzvirzoties Zemgales ledus lobam, ta
prieks§a un zem ledaja izgulsnéjas ledaja
sanesas. Tas sakrokojot un apslip&jot,
ledaja gultné radas vilpota pludi
formas klaipveida pauguru - drumlinu
ainava. Drumlinu iesp&amais izvietojums
atspogulojas Zemgales upju tikla. Ledajam
atkapjoties, lidzenuma vilnota virsma tika
parveidota Zemgales ledaja sprostezera un
Baltijas ledus ezera procesu rezultata. Abu
baseinu smalkgraudainie nogulumi vietam
tika parpusti un veidojas kapas, bet
pazeminajumi pakapes parpurvojas.

Lobate structure of the peripheral cover of the
Seandinavian ice sheet in Latvia during last glaciation.

2= Interlobate upiands and highs.

Why is the surrounding of Jelgava City so flat?

Around 18 500 years ago this was very quiet and cold place. Time seemed to have
stopped. The stillness was absolute. What would eventually become the Zemgale plain
and the land surrounding it, lay dormant underneath a huge ice sheet which in its central
part in northern part of the Botnian Bay was up to 2.5 kilometres thick. In the territory
under consideration the ice thickness varied from 750 to 1000 m.

The present-day topography of lowlands here has largely been formed as a result of
Pleistocene gla ions, particularly of the last Weichselian event. Then Latvia occurs at
the inner margin of the depo: nal zone of the Fennoscandian ice sheet where the main
features of glacial topography were created by subglacial processes. During the last
glaciation it was affected by ice masses of the Zemgale lobe. Glacial deposits were laid
down beneath and in front of the advancing glacier. Subsequently as a result of subglacial
deformation and shaping of disturbed deposits, streamlined landforms - drumlins was
created at the glacier base. Later on, at the late glacial, this wavy surface was altered by
the Zemgale Ice-dammed Lake and Baltic Ice Lake meltwaters. Fines of glaciolacustrine
sediments were blow-out forming occasional dunes, lower depressions have gradual
been occupied by mires.

LEDAJA KUSANAS UDENU SPROSTEZERU IZVIETOJUMS UN GLACIOLIMNISKO
NOGULUMU UZKRASANAS VIETAS LATVIJA
(V.Zelés, A.Markots, 2002) 20 0 20 40 60 _80km
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Plasais Zemgales lidzenums un zemes virsmas sfipums attieciba pret kiistosa ledaja malam radija
us Rszzm _emzw&aa_ dus deniem. Tiem nebija kur brivi notecat, tapéc gar ledaja malu

Jelgavas apkartni turaja zem Gdens. Baltijas ledus ezers noplida pirms apméram 10 200 gadiem p.m.

Due to the flat topography and the inclination of the land surface towards the retreating ice margin, the
meltwaters could not drain freely, forming ice-dammed lakes along the ice margin, sometimes




