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Sedas purvs pavasar¥ Foto: Edmunds Raãinskis
Seda Bog in Spring

Dabas lieguma “Sedas purvs” atra‰anÇs vieta
Location of Seda Bog Nature Reserve

Lielais dumpis niedrÇjÇ ir labi nomaskïjies, taãu tÇ dobjÇ balss dzirdama pat no 5 km attÇluma Foto: JÇnis µuze
Great Bittern has well disguised itself, yet its deep voice is heard from as far as 5 km

Izveidots 1999. gadÇ, plat¥ba – 7240 ha. GalvenÇs dabas vïrt¥bas:
• appldu‰os kdras ieguves karjeros daudzviet izveidojusies atklÇtu un aizaugu‰u d¥˙u moza¥ka, Sedas upe ar

dabiskÇm palie¿u p∫avÇm, atsevi‰˙i vecÇki meÏa nogabali un nelieli mazpÇrveidota augstÇ purva fragmenti – dz¥vot¿u
daudzveid¥ba, kas ¥pa‰i piemïrota putnu ligzdo‰anai;

• konstatïta puse LatvijÇ ligzdojo‰u putnu sugu – liela da∫a retu un aizsargÇjamu;
• 17 aizsargÇjamas augu sugas;
• 13 ¥pa‰i aizsargÇjamas bezmugurkaulnieku sugas;
• 1 aizsargÇjama z¥d¥tÇju un 1 abinieku suga.

Dabas liegums izveidots ar mïr˙i aizsargÇt densputnu ligzdo‰anai piemïrotu teritoriju. Tas ietver vienu no lielÇkajiem
Latvijas purviem. Administrat¥vi liegums ietilpst Valkas rajona Sedas pilsïtas lauku teritorijÇ un îrÆemes, PlÇ¿u un
îveles pagastÇ. Kdras ieguves rezultÇtÇ nepÇrveidoti purva biotopi Sedas t¥rel¥ tikpat kÇ nav saglabÇju‰ies, tomïr
tie‰i cilvïku darb¥ba ir veicinÇjusi unikÇlas, putniem piemïrotas dz¥votnes ra‰anos.

Year of establishment – 1999, area – 7240 ha. Key nature values:
• the mosaic of open and overgrown ponds that has formed in the flooded peat extraction pits, the Seda River with its

natural floodplain meadows, individual old forest areas and small sections of minimally altered raised bog – the
diversity of habitats is particularly suitable for bird nesting

• half of bird species nesting in Latvia is found here, many of them are rare and protected
• 17 protected plant species
• 13 specially protected invertebrate species
• one protected mammal and one amphibian species

Nature Reserve was established to protect the area suitable for nesting of aquatic birds. The reserve encompasses one of
the biggest bogs in Latvia and is located in the Valka District. Most of the reserve is owned by the state and managed by
the State Stock Company Latvian State Forests. Due to the peat extraction industry, unchanged bog habitats in the Seda
Bog are no longer found. Yet, human activity has had an essential role in developing the unique habitats suitable for birds.

Sedas palienes p∫avas

Seda Floodplains

Mïs atrodamies dabas lieguma zieme∫da∫Ç, netÇlu no Sedas upes. Sedas palienes p∫avu dabiskÇ vïrt¥ba
samazinÇjÇs 20. gs. 20. gados upes regulï‰anas un meliorÇcijas dï∫. Pïc padomju laika kolhozu izjuk‰anas p∫avas
vairs nep∫Çva, un tÇs aizauga ar krmiem. 2005. gadÇ Latvijas Dabas fonds uzsÇka palie¿u p∫avu atjauno‰anu. Pïc
krmu izcir‰anas vasaras nogalï p∫autajÇs p∫avÇs atkal riesto ˙ikuti, lielÇ skaitÇ ligzdo griezes un sastopamas
orman¥tis. Palienï ar vardïm un strupastïm regulÇri barojas mazais ïrglis.

Lieguma zieme∫da∫Ç aug retas ziedaugu un snu sugas, retÇkÇ no tÇm ir sp¥d¥gÇ Ç˙¥te, kas ir Eiropas mïrogÇ
aizsargÇjama sna. ±pa‰a loma Sedas purva ekosistïmas veido‰anÇ ir bebriem, kuru darb¥ba veicinÇjusi labvïl¥gus
apstÇk∫us densputnu ligzdo‰anai un dze¿u baro‰anÇs vietÇm. Tomïr palie¿u p∫avÇs bebru darb¥bu ir svar¥gi
ierobeÏot, jo tÇ var ietekmït dens reÏ¥mu un samazinÇt ‰o dz¥vot¿u bioloÆisko vïrt¥bu. Dabas liegumÇ ir at∫autas
gan bebru, gan ar¥ citu sugu z¥d¥tÇju med¥bas.

Currently we are in the northern side of the nature reserve not far from the Seda River. Natural value of the Seda
floodplain meadows has decreased due to drainage and river straightening activities carried out in the 20s of the
20th century. After collective farms had fallen apart in the soviet times meadow mowing was discontinued and
lands were invaded by shrubs. Latvian Fund for Nature started restoration of the Seda floodplain. After removal of
shrubs the restored and now managed meadows have already welcomed back the lekking Great Snipe Gallinago
media, large numbers of nesting Corn Crake Crex crex and even the Spotted Crake Porzana porzana. The Lesser
Spotted Eagle Aquila pomarina feeds here on voles and frogs.

The northern side of the nature reserve hosts rare species of flowering plants and moss. The most rare of them is
the Slender Green Feather Moss Hamatocaulis vernicosus. A particular role in establishing the Seda ecosystem is
played by beavers Castor fiber; their activities have created favorable conditions for aquatic bird nesting and
woodpecker feeding. Yet, it is important to limit beaver activities in floodplain meadows as it affects water regime
and could decrease the biological value of these habitats. Hunting on beavers and other mammals is permitted
within the nature reserve.

Lielais dumpis un grieze

Great Bittern Botaurus stellaris
and Corn Crake Crex crex

Sagaidot saullïktu Sedas palienï, vasaras sÇkumÇ vienmïr izdosies dzirdït lielo dumpi, kura ska∫Ç mau‰ana skan no
niedrÇjiem upes otrajÇ pusï. Zivju gÇrnim radniec¥gais lielais putns ir reti ieraugÇms, jo izkopis ¥pa‰u slïp‰anÇs
mÇkslu. Iztraucïts tas sastingst, tïlojot niedri, un maskïjo‰ais apspalvojums pal¥dz to nepaman¥t pat no neliela
attÇluma.

Grieze ir pasaulï apdraudïta putnu suga, un Sedas palienes p∫avÇs tÇ ligzdo lielÇ bl¥vumÇ – te uzskait¥ti 30 dziedo‰i
tïvi¿i. Griezes balsi iespïjams dzirdït ‰eit pat, pie stenda stÇvot, vïlÇ vasaras vakarÇ. Pïc ziemo‰anas grieze te
atgrieÏas maija sÇkumÇ. Ducis melni pkaino mazu∫u iz‰˙i∫as jnija vid un tli¿ pamet ligzdu. Pïc divu nedï∫u
vadÇ‰anas mÇte tos atstÇj un uzsÇk otro perï‰anu. NÇkamÇs tr¥s nedï∫as l¥dz lidspïjas ieg‰anai mazu∫i p∫avÇ kl¥st
vieni bar¥bas un patvïruma meklïjumos. Svar¥gi ielÇgot, ka LatvijÇ ligzdo ceturtÇ da∫a no Eiropas Savien¥bÇ
uzskait¥tajÇm griezïm un ir ∫oti btiski saudzït Sedas p∫avas griezes.

The Seda floodplain meadows are home to the Great Snipe that has been nicknamed the meadow Casanova
due to its blusterous struggle for female attention. At the end of April the Great Snipe males gather at sites where
flood water has retreated to perform their boastful lekking dance in front of female birds. The male mating ritual is
characterized by buffed up appearance, white tails opened up, and fighting among the birds.

There are more Corn Crakes in the Seda meadows than in other places; some 30 singing male birds have been
found here. On a late summer’s evening their harsh song trying to attract the attention of a female mate can be
heard from right here.

After wintering, the Corn Crakes return to the Seda meadows only by early May. The first dozen of black and downy
chickens hatch by mid June and are immediately ready to leave the nest. After just two weeks of training the mother
leaves the chicks to start the second round of brooding. For the next three weeks until they are able to fly, the chicks
wander around meadows in search of food and shelter.
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Stends izgatavots un uzstÇd¥ts Latvijas Dabas fonda ¥stenotÇ LIFE-Daba projekta “Palie¿u p∫avu atjauno‰ana Eiropas Savien¥bas sugÇm un biotopiem” un ANO Att¥st¥bas pro-
grammas un Pasaules Vides fonda projekta “BioloÆiskÇs daudzveid¥bas aizsardz¥ba Zieme∫vidzemes biosfïras rezervÇtÇ” ietvaros.
This information board has been developed and set up by the Latvian Fund for Nature within the framework of the LIFE-Nature project on Restoration of Floodplain Meadows for
European Union Species and Habitats and by the UNDP /GEF project on Biodiversity Protection in North Vidzeme Biosphere Reserve.
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Stenda uzstÇd¥‰anu atbalsta îrÆemes pagasta padome.
Setting up of this information board was supported by îrÆeme Parish

Apmeklïjiet Valkas novadpïtniec¥bas muzeju, lai uzzinÇtu vairÇk par apkÇrtnes
kultras un vïstures vïrt¥bÇm!
Please visit the Valka Local History Museum to learn more about the culture and history of the area.
Valkas trisma informÇcijas centrs / Valka Tourism Information Center
Valka, R¥gas iela 22, tÇlr.: +371 64725522, www.valka.lv
Strenãu trisma informÇcijas centrs / Strenãi Tourism Information Center
Strenãi, R¥gas iela 7, TÇlr.: +371 64707544, www.strenci.lv




