
Durbes ezera pļavas
Lake Durbe Meadows

DABAS LIEGUMS / NATURE RESERVE

Skats uz Durbes ezera pļavām no Rāvas puses.
View of Lake Durbe from Rāva.

Melnie zīriņi pamatā barojas ar kukaiņiem, veikli plivinoties 
virs ūdens virsmas. Līdz 25 pāriem šo putnu ligzdo Durbes 
ezera aizaugušajā daļā. To ligzdas atrodas uz biezākiem 
ūdensaugiem vai dažādiem peldošiem priekšmetiem.

Black Terns Chlidonias niger usually feed on 
insects caught while fluttering above water. Up to 

25 pairs of these birds nest in the overgrown part 
of Lake Durbe. Their nests are found on either 
patches of thick aquatic vegetation or various 

floating items. 

Durbes ezers pēdējās desmitgadēs ir sācis pastiprināti aizaugt. Galvenais iemesls tam ir ezera ūdeņu 
piesārņojums ar notekūdeņiem un lauksaimniecības ķīmiju. Ezera pasargāšana no pastiprinātās eitrofikācijas un 
attīrīšana ir uzdevums, kā paveikšanai vajadzīgs pašvaldību un iedzīvotāju atbalsts, jo lielākā daļa Durbes ezera 

un tā sateces baseina atrodas ārpus lieguma teritorijas.
The lasts decades have witnessed an increasing overgrowth of Lake Durbe. Key reason behind this is pollution 

from wastewater and fertilizers used in agriculture. The largest area of Lake Durbe is situated outside the reserve, 
hence prevention of further eutrophication would require both municipality and public support.

Dabas lieguma “Durbes ezera pļavas” teritorija pirms simts gadiem. Durbes upes regulēšana un Durbes ezera 
līmeņa pazemināšanās vēl nav notikusi. Nelielā apjomā meliorētas Lāņupes un Ķiepas pļavas.
Site of the Lake Durbe Meadows Nature Reserve a hundred years ago. Straightening of the Durbe River and 
drainage of Lake Durbe not yet carried out. Lāņupe and Ķiepa meadows have undergone light drainage work.
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Dabas liegums “Durbes ezera pïavas”
Izveidots 2004. gadâ, Platîba – 596 ha
Natura 2000 teritorija, putniem starptautiski nozîmîga vieta

Galvenâs dabas vçrtîbas:
�	 palieòu pïavas Durbes ezera un Lâòupes krastos, kas ir piemçrota 

dzîvotne vai atpûtas un barošanâs vieta migrâcijas laikâ
	 dažâdu sugu putniem;
�	 4 îpaši aizsargâjami biotopi;
�	 ap 300 augu sugu, no tâm 4 aizsargâjamas;
�	 ap 120 putnu sugu, no tâm 36 retas un aizsargâjamas;
�	 liela tauriòu daudzveidîba, pavisam te konstatçtas 448 sugas,
	 arî 11 spâru sugas u.c.

Lake Durbe Meadows Nature Reserve
Year of Establishment – 2004, Area – 596 ha
Natura 2000 site, internationally important bird area 

Key Nature Values:
�	 Floodplain meadows on the banks of Lake Durbe and the Lâòupe Riv-

er used by various bird species as habitats and
	 staging or feeding grounds; 
�	 4 specially protected habitats; 
�	Around 300 plant species, 4 of those protected;  
�	Around 120 bird species, 36 of those rare and protected; 
�	Diverse butterfly fauna with 448 species registered; 11 species of 

dragonflies, etc.

Dabas liegums izveidots, lai saglabâtu izcilu savvaïas putnu ligzdošanas un pulcçšanâs teri-
toriju, kurâ pârstâvçtas Latvijâ un Eiropâ retas dabisko, mazpârveidoto un applûstošo pïa-
vu platîbas. Lâòupes paliene ir nozîmîga migrçjošo ûdensputnu (îpaši zosu) atpûtas vieta 
pavasara migrâcijas laikâ. Administratîvi dabas liegums ietilpst Liepâjas rajona Durbes no-
vadâ, Dunalkas un Vecpils pagastâ. Citas tuvâkâs aizsargâjamo pïavu teritorijas un putniem 
nozîmîgâs vietas ir dabas liegums “Liepâjas ezers”, dabas parks “Pape” un dabas liegums 
“Tâšu ezers” Medzes apkârtnç.

The Nature Reserve was established to conserve the outstanding nesting and staging site of 
wild birds. The reserve encompasses natural, flooding meadows rare in Latvia and Europe. 
The Lâòupe floodplain is an important staging site for water birds (especially geese) during 
their spring migration. The nature reserve lies within Durbe, Dunalka and Vecpils munici-
palities of the Liepâja district. Other protected meadows and important bird sites in the
vicinity are the Lake Liepâja Nature Reserve, the Pape Nature Park, and the Tâšu Lake Na-
ture Reserve near Medze.

Galvenâ dabas vçrtîba liegumâ ir palieòu pïavas Durbes ezera un Lâòupes krastos, kas 
dažâdu sugu putniem ir piemçrota dzîvesvieta vai atpûtas un barošanâs vieta migrâci-
jas laikâ. Lai nepieïautu pïavu aizaugšanu, tâs ir regulâri jâpïauj vai jânogana. Periodiska 
pïavu pârplûšana veicina teritorijas pievilcîbu pavasaros migrçjošajiem ûdensputnu un 
bridçjputnu bariem, tâpçc ir bûtiski to saglabât. Lai palielinâtu teritorijas dabas daudzveidî-
bu, nepieciešams daïçji aizdambçt esošâs meliorâcijas sistçmas un atjaunot upes lîkumus 
Lâòupes lejtecç.

Many bird species use floodplains of Lake Durbe and the Lâòupe River as their habitat or 
as a staging and feeding site during spring migration. Regular mowing or grazing is needed 
to prevent meadow overgrowing. Spring flooding of the area attracts large numbers of wa-
ter birds and waders, hence it is important to maintain this natural process. Partial closure 
of the existing drainage system along with restoration of meanders on the lower reaches of 
Lâòupe would be necessary to increase biological diversity of the site.

Aptuveni pirms 18 500 gadu šeit bija ïoti klusa un auksta vieta. Laiks bija gluži kâ sastin-
dzis absolûtâ klusumâ. Tas, ko mçs redzam kâ Durbes ezera apkârtnes ainavu, bija zem 
biezas ledus kârtas, kuras biezums Botnijas lîèa ziemeïu galâ sasniedza pat 2500 m, bet šajâ 
vietâ ap 1000 m. 
Durbes ezers atrodas Vârtâjas viïòotâ lîdzenuma ziemeïaustrumu malâ. Savu pašreizçjo iz-
skatu lîdzenums lielâ mçrâ ieguvis Vislas apledojuma beigu posmâ. Vispirms uzvirzoties 
Bârtas ledus mçlei, tâs malâs izgulsnçjâs ledâja sanesas. Ledâjam atkâpjoties, ledâjkušanas 
ûdeòi noplûda pa ielejveida pazeminâjumiem, ko tâlâk uz austrumiem nosprostoja reljefa 
pacçlumi. Tâdçjâdi lielâkais Rietumkursas augstienes ezers – Durbes ezers radâs kâ senle-
jas sprostezers ar pašreizçjo platîbu 670 ha un lielâko dziïumu 2,3 m. Savukârt Durbes upe 
joprojâm tek senielejâ, kur savulaik mutuïojošie ledâjûdeòi notecçja uz Baltijas ledus ezeru 
(Durbes-Vârtâjas senieleja ar izteiktajâm terasçm ir plašâkais Rietumkursas augstienes
ielejveida pazeminâjums ar platumu 1,5-2 km un 25-35 m dziïumu). Kâ liecina radioaktîvâ 
oglekïa datçjums, ledâjs šajâ teritorijâ bija izzudis jau pirms vairâk nekâ 12100 gadiem.

Some 18 500 years ago this was a very quiet and a cold place. Time seemed to have stopped 
and the stillness was absolute. What would eventually become Lake Durbe at the time, lay 
dormant underneath a huge ice sheet which in its central part in northern part of the Botnian 
Bay was up to 2,5 kilometres thick.
Lake Durbe is situated in the north-eastern part of the Vârtâja undulated plain. The present-
day topography of landscape here has largely been formed as a result of Pleistocene gla-
ciations, particularly of the last Weichselian event. First, glacial deposits were laid down 
beneath of the advancing ice tongue of Bârta. When ice cover retreated, melted waters run 
down the valleys until their eastward movement was stopped by land elevations there.
Thus the largest lake of the Rietumkursa Highland, Lake Durbe, was formed. It covers the 
territory of 670ha with maximum depth of 2,3m. The Durbe River still flows through the 
ancient valley where once turbulent waters of melted ice ran down to the Baltic Ice Lake. 
The ancient valley of Durbe-Vârtâja with its well-defined terraces is the largest such forma-
tion in the Rietumkursa Highland; it is 1,5-2 km wide and some 25-35 m deep. Radioactive 
carbon dating indicated that ice cover around here has vanished over 12 100 years ago.

Nelielâ senu ozolu audzç atrodas zivju gâròu kolonija. Zivju gârnis ilgi un pacietîgi var 
stâvçt ûdenî, lai sagaidîtu, kamçr medîjums pats piepeld klât. Vai zinâji, kâpçc seklâ ûdenî 
bieži var manît zivju gârni, snaužam uz vienas kâjas? Ûdenî putns ir labâk pasargâts, sa-
vukârt, ievelkot otru kâju starp vçdera spalvâm, labâk saglabâjas siltums. Kâju locîtavas 
spçj nobloíçties tâ, ka putns nezaudç lîdzsvaru.

There is a colony of breeding Grey Herons Ardea cinerea in oak woodland near the Lâòupe 
River. Grey Heron waits patiently and stock-still for its prey to come. Do you know why the 
Grey Heron stands on one leg when resting in shallow waters? Water offers safer environ-
ment, and one leg tucked away in the warmth of belly feathers allows to conserve heat. The 
bird’s leg joints can be “locked” so it does not loose balance while resting on one leg.

Krâsu zeltlape ir vidçja garuma usnei lîdzîgs augs ar purpursarkanu ziedu. Tâs stumbrs ir 
svîtroti rievains, bez dzeloòiem. Krâsu zeltlape ir rets augs, kas raksturîgs mitrâm vietâm. 
Tâ robainâs lapas senie dziednieki lietoja ievainojumu ârstçšanai. Latîniskâ nosaukuma otrâ 
daïa – tinctoria – pierâda to, ka augs izmantots krâsu iegûšanai (kas pârmantots arî latviska-
jâ nosaukumâ). 
Ar krâsu zeltlapi cieši saistîta kâda tauriòu suga, un tâ ir zeltlapes plakankode, kurai zelt-
lape ir vienîgais barîbas augs. Šî kodes suga ir Eiropas retums (bez Latvijas tâ ir atrasta vçl 
tikai trijâs Eiropas valstîs) un to nav izdevies nofotografçt, tâpçc attçlâ redzama ïoti lîdzîgâ 
kodes suga Agonopterix kaekeritziana. 

Saw-wort Serratula tinctoria is an attractive, medium, thistle-like plant with wiry grooved 
stems, no spines and loosely branched purple flowers. This rare plant is typically found 
in damp places. The toothed leaves suggested to early herbalists a divine message that the 
plant was useful for healing wounds. The second part of the Latin name is a clue to the fact 
that it was commonly employed in dyeing. 
A close cooperation is observed between the plant and a certain butterfly species – Saw-
wort is the only food source for the moth Agonopterix bipunctosa. The moth is rare in Eu-
rope; it is found in only three other European countries. It is not yet photographed; hence 
the picture below features the very similar species Agonopterix kaekeritziana.

Liepâjas reìiona tûrisma informâcijas birojs 
Liepâja Regional Tourism Information Bureau
Rožu laukums 5/6, Liepâja  
Tâlr. / phone: +371 63480808
www.liepaja.lv

Durbes tûrisma informâcijas centrs
Durbe Tourism Information Center
Skolas iela 14, Durbe
Tâlr. / phone: +371 27061770
www.durbe.lv

RESTORATION OF FLOODPLAINS
Duration of the Project: October 2004 – June 2008.
Partners: Nature Protection Board, Latvian Ornithological Society, 22 municipalities, including Durbe municipality.  
Financing: LIFE-Nature program of the European Commission, etc. 
Project Sites: 15 specially protected nature territories – Natura 2000 sites across Latvia.
Project Goals: •	 restoration of biologically valuable and currently overgrown floodplain meadows;

•	 promotion of sustainable management of floodplain meadows through preservation of habitats suitable for threatened species.

PALIEÒU PÏAVU ATJAUNOŠANA
Projekta norises laiks: 2004. gada oktobris – 2008. gada jûnijs.
Sadarbîbas partneri: Dabas aizsardzîbas pârvalde, Latvijas Ornitoloìijas biedrîba, 22 pašvaldîbas, to skaitâ Durbes novada dome.
Finansçtâji: Eiropas Komisijas LIFE-Daba programma u.c.
Norises vietas: 15 îpaši aizsargâjamas dabas teritorijas – Natura 2000 vietas visâ Latvijâ, to skaitâ arî “Durbes ezera pïavas”.
Projekta mçríi: •	 bioloìiski vçrtîgâko un pašlaik aizaugošo palieòu pïavu atjaunošana;

•	 palieòu pïavu ilgtspçjîgas apsaimniekošanas veicinâšana, saglabâjot apdraudçtajâm sugâm piemçrotas dzîvotnes.

Karte sagatavota, izmantojot SIA Envirotech “GIS Latvija 2.0” datubāzi. Baiba Strazdiņa, Latvijas Dabas Fonds.
Map created using Envirotech, Ltd. “GIS Latvija 2.0” database. Baiba Strazdiņa, Latvian Fund for Nature.

Armijas štāba Ģeodēzijas 
un topogrāfijas daļas 
Latvijas topogrāfiskā karte, 
1907 (oriģināla mērogs 
1:75 000)
Army Headquarters, 
Geodesic – Topography 
Unit, Topographic map of 
Latvia, 1907 (original scale 
1:75000)

     
Ievçro!

Stends izgatavots Latvijas Dabas fonda îstenotâ projekta “Palieòu pïavu atjaunošana Eiropas Savienîbas sugâm un biotopiem” ietvaros.
Tâ uzstâdîšanu atbalstîja un par uzturçšanu atbild Durbes novada dome.

This information board has been developed by the Latvian Fund for Nature within the framework of the project on Restoration of Floodplain 
Meadows for European Union species and habitats. Durbe municipality supported the project and is responsible for maintaining the 
information board.
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1= Ledus lobi  KL = Kursas; UL  = Usmas; ZL  = Zemgales (Viduslatvijas); B L  = Burtnieka (Ziemeļvidzemes); GL  = Vidusgaujas; LL  = Lubāna; ML  = Mudavas (Veļikajas).
2 = Ledus mēles  B M = Bārtas; AP  = Apriķu; V M = Ventas; CM = Cieceres; AB  = Abavas; I M = Imulas; LA = Laidzes; OM = Oksles; AA = Augšabavas;
ZM = Zebrus; V A = Vadakstes; ZE=Zemgales; S E  = Sēlijas; LO = Lobes; OG  = Augšogres;  S T  = Straupes; AM = Amatas; R M = Raunas; AL  = Abula; V K  = Valkas; 
K M = Kārķu; AG  = Augšgaujas; T M = Tirzas; V D = Vaidavas, P U = Pērļupītes; ZI  = Ziemeru; AL  = Alūksnes; AN  = Annas; K U = Kūjas; K R  = Krustpils,
S L  = Slates; E M = Eglaines; LA = Laucesas; AD = Augšdaugavas; DM = Dubnas; MT  = Maltas; R E  = Rēzeknes;  CI  = Cirma; I S  = Istras; E E  = Ežezera;
DA = Dagdas; DR  = Drujas; MJ  = Mjoru; P O = Polackas mēle; 3 = Galvenās ledussaplūdes zonas:

:
:

 I  = Baltijas - Rīgas; I I  = Rīgas - Peipusa.  4 = Augstienes.
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