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Dabas un ainavu lieguma zonas “Vidusburtnieks” atra‰anÇs vieta
Location of Vidusburtnieks Nature and Landscape Protection Zone

Daudzu ozolu vecums Vidusburtnieka meÏos sasniedz pat 216 gadus Foto: AinÇrs Auni¿š
Many of the large oaks in Vidusburtnieks are as old as 216 years

Vecie meÏi starp Rjas un Sedas lejteci piemïroti UrÇlpãu ligzdo‰anai Foto: Jari Peltomäki
Old growth forests between lower reaches of the Rja and Seda Rivers are suitable for nesting of the Ural Owl

Izveidots 2004. gadÇ, plat¥ba – 1333 ha
Rjas un Sedas upju lejtece ar pla‰Çm palienïm un pirmatnïju meÏu starp tÇm ir cilvïku mazietekmïta. TÇpïc te
sastopamas noz¥m¥gas dabas vïrt¥bas:

• 15 ¥pa‰i aizsargÇjamas augu sugas;
• 17 retas un aizsargÇjamas bezmugurkaulnieku sugas;
• 18 ¥pa‰i aizsargÇjamas putnu sugas

·eit atrodas unikÇla arheoloÆiska vïrt¥ba – Zvejnieku apmetne - noz¥m¥gÇkÇ akmens laikmeta apmetne Zieme∫eiropÇ,
kas apdz¥vota 6 tksto‰us gadu bez pÇrtraukuma.
Vidusburtnieks atrodas TÇlavas zemienes Burtnieku l¥dzenumÇ – pa vidu starp Burtnieka ezera zieme∫u galu un
Rjas un Sedas lejteci, no kÇ ar¥ cïlies aizsargÇjamÇs teritorijas nosaukums. TÇs izveides mïr˙is ir saglabÇt pïdïjÇs
atklÇtÇs palie¿u p∫avu plat¥bas un dabiskos meÏus, kas ir mÇjvieta retÇm augu un dz¥vnieku sugÇm. Teritorijas
¥pa‰os apstÇk∫us nodro‰ina pavasara pali, kad dens l¥menis Rjas un Sedas lejtecï daÏkÇrt pace∫as pat par 3 m
virs mazdens l¥me¿a, pÇrpldinot pla‰u apkÇrtni.

Year of establishment – 2004, area – 1333 ha
The lower reaches of the Rja and Seda Rivers with their wide floodplains and old growth forests form landscapes,
essentially unspoiled by human intervention. Hence, significant nature values are found here, among them:

• 15 specially protected plant species
• 17 rare and protected invertebrate species
• 18 specially protected bird species

The area hosts a unique archeological value – the Zvejnieki (Fishermen’s) settlement that is the most significant
settlement of the Stone Age in Northern Europe continuously inhabited for 6000 years.

The objective for establishing the reserve is to conserve the last remaining open floodplain meadows and natural
forests that host rare plant and animal species. Spring floods play a key role in ensuring the specific condition of the
site. During heavy flooding the water level in the lower reaches of the Rja and Seda Rivers can rise by as much as
three meters above the level of low water periods, and as a result large areas are covered with water.

Burtnieka mÏameÏi

Burtniek’s Deep Forests

SenÇk ap Burtnieka ezeru bija izplat¥ti platlapju meÏu mas¥vi, kuros auga parastie ozoli, liepas un gobas, bet Sedas
krastos – ar¥ melnie ozoli. Pa‰reiz meÏi aiz¿em vairÇk nekÇ pusi Vidusburtnieka teritorijas. LielÇkoties tie ir slapji
bïrzu meÏi, mazÇkas plat¥bas veido eg∫u un melnalk‰¿u dumbrÇji un prieÏu damak‰¿i. VairÇku sausie¿u prieÏu meÏu
vecums pÇrsniedz 100 gadus, bet daudzu vareno ozolu mÏs ir pat 216 gadi. ·iem pirmatnïjiem dabiskajiem
meÏiem ir rakstur¥ga ¥pa‰i augsta bioloÆiskÇ daudzveid¥ba un retu un aizsargÇjamu sugu klÇtbtne.

Vidusburtnieka ¥pa‰Çs dabas vïrt¥bas nodro‰inÇju‰as teritorijas iek∫au‰anu starptautiska mïroga dabas aizsargÇjamo
teritoriju sistïmÇ. Teritorija atz¥ta par Natura 2000 vietu un putniem starptautiski noz¥m¥gu vietu.

Historically, wide broadleaf forests with oaks, lime trees and elm covered areas around Lake Burtnieks; in addition,
black oaks were found on the banks of the Seda River. Currently, forests take up more than a half of all the
Vidusburtnieks area. Mostly those are wet birch forests, but smaller areas are also covered with spruce and black
alder wet groves and mixed spruce-pine forests. Several dry pine forests are more than 100 years old, while many
of the large oaks are even 216 years of age. These old growth natural forests host a particularly high number of rare
species and have a very high biological diversity.

The territory has been designed as a Natura 2000 site and an internationally important bird area.

Natura 2000 ir vienots aizsargÇjamo teritoriju t¥kls
visÇs Eiropas Savien¥bas dal¥bvalst¥s, kas noz¥m¥gs
daÏÇdu ¥pa‰i aizsargÇjamo augu un dz¥vnieku sugu
aizsardz¥bai un saglabÇ‰anai.
Natura 2000 is a common network of protected
territories across European Union member states. It
serves the purpose of safeguarding and conserving
various protected plant and animal species.

UrÇlpce

Ural Owl Strix uralensis

Vidusburtnieka veco meÏu ainava, kas mijas ar atklÇtÇm palienïm, ir ideÇli piemïrota UrÇlpcïm. ·¥ retÇ pce
barojÇs ar strupastïm, un tÇpïc tuvumÇ ir vajadz¥gi pla‰Çki klajumi – palie¿u p∫avas. TÇ ligzdo lielos koku dobumos,
pusdobumos, nolauztu resnu stumbe¿u galos un lielÇs citu putnu ligzdÇs. ·ÇdÇm pras¥bÇm atbilst vien¥gi veci meÏi,
kas l¥dzinÇs tÇs ligzdo‰anas areÇla centrÇlajai da∫ai – UrÇlu kalnu taigai.

Izteikti garÇs astes dï∫ UrÇlpci sauc ar¥ par garastes pci. TÇs spÇrnu izpletums pÇrsniedz vienu metru un tÇ ir
lielÇka un gai‰Çka par bieÏÇk sastopamo meÏa pci. Nereti tÇ med¥ ar¥ dienas gai‰ajÇ laikÇ. Bezvïja marta pievakarï
UrÇlpces tïvi¿a riesta saucienu “u-h...hooou-hu-u” pie ‰¥ stenda var dzirdït pat no divu kilometru attÇluma.
Mazu∫u izve‰anas laikÇ tÇ k∫st ∫oti agres¥va un bieÏi uzbrk traucïtÇjam.

ApkÇrtnes meÏos ligzdo ar¥ LatvijÇ mazÇkÇ pãu suga – apodzi¿‰. Izmïru zi¿Ç tas nav lielÇks par strazdu, bet ir
plïs¥gs un parasti med¥ par sevi vïl mazÇkus dziedÇtÇjputnus.

Vecie meÏi ir ideÇli pielÇgoti visÇm retajÇm dze¿u sugÇm. Te ligzdo melnÇ dzilna, pelïkÇ dzilna, tr¥spirkstu dzenis,
baltmugurdzenis un vidïjais dzenis.

The old growth forests of the Vidusburtnieks alternating with open floodplains are ideally suited for the Ural Owl. The
rare bird feeds on voles, which requires the vicinity of open fields – the floodplain meadows. Yet, it nests in large
tree hollows, semi-hollows, atop thick, broken branches or in nests of other big birds. Only old growth forests that
are similar to the central part of its nesting location – taiga of the Ural Mountains – meets these requirements.

Wing span of Ural Owl its wing span exceeds one meter, and the bird is bigger and lighter in color than the more
common Tawny Owl. Often it is seen hunting in the daylight hours. In calm March evenings the mating song of the
male Ural Own - “u’-huu...hooou-hu’u” – can be heard right here coming from as far as two kilometer distance.
When the young are ready to leave the nest, the bird becomes very aggressive and often attacks the intruder. The
smallesest owl species in Latvia the Pygmey Owl Glaucidium passerinum also nests in the surrounding forests.

Even though it is no larger than a starling, it is a predator and usually hunts on birds that are even smaller. All rare
woodpecker species nest here: White Backed Woodpecker Dendrocopus leucotus, Three-toed Woodpecker
Picoides tridactylus, Middle Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos medius, Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius and
Grey-headed Woodpecker Picus canus.
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VisÇ pasaulï, lietojot vienÇdus, starptautiski saska¿otus
kritïrijus, izveidotas retÇm un apdraudïtÇm putnu
sugÇm vissvar¥gÇko vietu t¥kls, lai turpmÇk spïtu
nodro‰inÇt to aizsardz¥bu.
Internationally important sites for birds conservation are
established using common criteria, and the key aim is
to identify and to protect the network of sites that are
essential for birds of the world, especially the rare and
threatened species.

Zieme∫vidzemes biosfïras rezervÇta dabas un ainavu lieguma zona
Nature and Landscape Protection Zone of North Vidzeme Biosphere Reserve
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