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Dabas un ainavu lieguma zonas “Vidusburtnieks” atra‰anÇs vieta
Location of Vidusburtnieks Nature and Landscape Protection Zone

Ko‰˙eles p∫ava vasaras sÇkumÇ Foto: JÇnis Gailis
Ko‰˙ele meadow in early summer

Mazais ïrglis gaida med¥jumu, sïÏot veca ozola zarÇ Foto: MÇris Strazds
Lesser Spotted Eagle Aquila pomarina waiting for prey

Izveidots 2004. gadÇ, plat¥ba – 1333 ha
Rjas un Sedas upju lejtece ar pla‰Çm palienïm un pirmatnïju meÏu starp tÇm ir cilvïku mazietekmïta. TÇpïc te
sastopamas noz¥m¥gas dabas vïrt¥bas:

• 15 ¥pa‰i aizsargÇjamas augu sugas;
• 17 retas un aizsargÇjamas bezmugurkaulnieku sugas;
• 18 ¥pa‰i aizsargÇjamas putnu sugas

·eit atrodas unikÇla arheoloÆiska vïrt¥ba – Zvejnieku apmetne – noz¥m¥gÇkÇ akmens laikmeta apmetne
Zieme∫eiropÇ, kas apdz¥vota 6 tksto‰us gadu bez pÇrtraukuma.

Vidusburtnieks atrodas TÇlavas zemienes Burtnieku l¥dzenumÇ – pa vidu starp Burtnieka ezera zieme∫u galu un
Rjas un Sedas lejteci, no kÇ ar¥ cïlies aizsargÇjamÇs teritorijas nosaukums. TÇs izveides mïr˙is ir saglabÇt pïdïjÇs
atklÇtÇs palie¿u p∫avu plat¥bas un dabiskos meÏus, kas ir mÇjvieta retÇm augu un dz¥vnieku sugÇm. Teritorijas
¥pa‰os apstÇk∫us nodro‰ina pavasara pali, kad dens l¥menis Rjas un Sedas lejtecï daÏkÇrt pace∫as pat par 3 m
virs mazdens l¥me¿a, pÇrpldinot pla‰u apkÇrtni.

Year of establishment – 2004, area – 1333 ha
The lower reaches of the Rja and Seda Rivers with their wide floodplains and old growth forests form landscapes,
essentially unspoiled by human intervention. Hence, significant nature values are found here, among them:

• 15 specially protected plant species
• 17 rare and protected invertebrate species
• 18 specially protected bird species

The area hosts a unique archeological value – the Zvejnieki (Fishermen’s) settlement that is the most significant
settlement of the Stone Age in Northern Europe continuously inhabited for 6000 years.

The objective for establishing the reserve is to conserve the last remaining open floodplain meadows and natural
forests that host rare plant and animal species. Spring floods play a key role in ensuring the specific condition of the
site. During heavy flooding the water level in the lower reaches of the Rja and Seda Rivers can rise by as much as
three meters above the level of low water periods, and as a result large areas are covered with water.

P∫avas Rjas lejtecï

Floodplains of Rja Lower Reaches
Similar to entire Vidzeme, distribution of population in the Burtnieks area also took place around manors. The
Burtnieks area used to have 13 manors and one of them was Ko‰˙ele, created in late 16 century. Toponyms typical
for the area suggest historical affiliation with wet meadows; the name they used to describe them – luksti – is still
found in names of farmsteads or meadows. Land use for grazing and mowing in surrounded meadows has always
existed, also when the collective farm “Austrumi” in soviet times was created. However, starting with 80-ties a need
for hay as cattle food during winter decreased and eventually became insignificant with collapse of collective farm.
As a result, a majority of less perspective lands for agriculture were abandoned and overgrowing process begun.

The Vidusburtnieks is an internationally important nesting site for the Great Snipe Gallinago media and the Corn
Crake Crex crex. Therefore restoration of floodplains and removing of bushes is necessary to prevent habitat for
them.

Mazais ïrglis

Lesser Spotted Eagle Aquila pomarina

Mazais ïrglis ir nedaudz lielÇks par bieÏÇk sastopamo pe∫u klijÇnu. Apspalvojums kopumÇ tum‰i brns. Tam
planïjot, spÇrnu gali viegli noliekti uz leju un redzami rakstur¥gie “pirksti” – savrup izvïrstas lidspalvas. Barojoties
Ko‰˙eles p∫avÇ, parasti tup novïro‰anas posten¥ – kÇdÇ vecÇkÇ ozolÇ. Ieraudz¥jis upuri, lido tie‰i tam virs, bet
reizïm med¥, ejot ar kÇjÇm pa zemi. Mazajiem ïrg∫iem pat¥k Vidusburtnieka ainava, kur mijas veci jaukti un lapu koku
meÏi ar p∫avÇm vai gan¥bÇm. Tas pÇrtiek no strupastïm un vardïm, ko no˙er klajumos, bet ligzda novietota vecÇkÇ
kokÇ meÏa malÇ. Mazais ïrglis ir gÇjputns, kas ziemo ÅfrikÇ un visÇ pasaulï k∫uvis rets. Vidusburtnieka p∫avÇs baro-
jas mazo ïrg∫u pÇris, daÏkÇrt novïrots ar¥ lielÇkais Latvijas plïsïjputns – jras ïrglis.

The Lesser Spotted Eagle is slightly bigger than the more frequently found Common Buzzard Buteo buteo. Its
overall plumage is dark brown. When gliding, the tips of its wings are slightly bent down and the typical ‘fingers’ –
the individually spread wing feathers – are visible. When feeding in the Ko‰˙ele meadow, it usually positions itself
on an old oak that serves as a watch tower. Upon noticing the pray the eagle attacks it directly; yet at times it
also hunts walking on the ground. The Lesser Spotted Eagles enjoy the Vidusburtnieks landscape with its mixed
and broadleaf forests alternating with meadows or pastures. The bird feeds mostly on voles and frogs caught in
the open fields, but its nest is located on an old tree in the forest fringe. The Lesser Spotted Eagle is a migratory
bird that winters in Africa and has become rare across the globe. A pair of these birds has been observed feeding
in the Vidusburtnieks meadows. Occasionally even the biggest bird of pray found in Latvia – the White-tailed Eagle
Haliaeetus albicilla – has been seen here.

Vidusburtnieks
Zieme∫vidzemes biosfïras rezervÇta dabas un ainavu lieguma zona

Nature and Landscape Protection Zone of North Vidzeme Biosphere Reserve
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Noder¥ga informÇcija / Useful Information
Rjienas trisma informÇcijas centrs / Rjiena Tourism Information Center
Rjiena, Rai¿a iela 3, tÇlr.: +371 64263278, www.rujiena.lv
Burtnieku trisma informÇcijas punkts / Burtnieki Tourism Information post
Burtnieki, Jaunatnes iela 17, tÇlr.: +371 64226485
Latvijas Dabas fonds / Latvian Fund for Nature
R¥ga, Rai¿a bulvÇris 31-6, tÇlr.: +371 67830999, www.ldf.lv

Stends izgatavots un uzstÇd¥ts Latvijas Dabas fonda ¥stenotÇ projekta “Palie¿u p∫avu atjauno‰ana Eiropas Savien¥bas sugÇm un biotopiem” un ANO Att¥st¥bas programmas
un Pasaules Vides fonda projekta “BioloÆiskÇs daudzveid¥bas aizsardz¥ba Zieme∫vidzemes biosfïras rezervÇtÇ” ietvaros.
This information board has been developed and set up by the Latvian Fund for Nature within the framework of the project on Restoration of Floodplain Meadows for
European Union Species and Habitats and by the UNDP /GEF project on Biodiversity Protection in North Vidzeme Biosphere Reserve.

Izdevïjs: Latvijas Dabas fonds, 2007 / Publisher: Latvian Fund for Nature
Projektu vad¥tÇji / Projects Managers: Inga Raãinska, Otars Opermanis
Teksts / Author: Andris Klepers
Konsultanti / Consultants: AinÇrs Auni¿‰, Aija Jakubovska

Karte / Map: Baiba Strazdi¿a. Karte sagatavota izmantojot Latvijas
˛eotelpiskÇs informÇcijas aÆentras topogrÇfisko karti.

Dizains / Design: Ainars Gaidis, aÆentra “DUE”
Iespiests / Printed: Latsign

Stenda uzstÇd¥‰anu atbalsta Burtnieku novada, Jeru, Sï∫u un Burtnieku pagasta pa‰vald¥bas.
Setting up of this information board was supported by Burtnieki district council, Jeri, Sï∫i and Burtnieki municipality.

Burtnieka apkÇrtnï, tÇpat kÇ visÇ Vidzemï, apdz¥votÇs vietas veidojÇs pie muiÏÇm. TeritorijÇ ap Burtnieka ezeru
biju‰as 13 muiÏas un pusmuiÏas, no kurÇm viena bija 16. gadsimtÇ celtÇ Ko‰˙eles muiÏa. No muiÏas
saimnieko‰anas laikiem l¥dz pat kolhoza “Austrumi” darb¥bas pacïlumam p∫avas ap Burtnieka ezeru tiku‰as gan
gan¥tas, gan p∫autas, vïlÇk ar¥ meliorïtas. Par senãu saist¥bu ar slapjajÇm p∫avÇm liecina ar¥ apkÇrtnes vietvÇrdi.
SenÇk tÇs sauca par lukstiem, un vïl tagad ‰is vÇrds atrodams mÇju vai p∫avu nosaukumos. Mainoties politiskai
iekÇrtai, p∫avu apsaimnieko‰ana pamesta novÇrtÇ, un attÇlÇkÇs palienes pamazÇm aizauga ar krmiem.

Vidusburtnieks ir starptautiskÇ mïrogÇ noz¥m¥ga ˙ikuta un griezes ligzdo‰anas vieta.

Ja p∫avas ilgu laiku neapsaimnieko, tÇs aizaug, un daba atgrieÏas savÇ sÇkotnï, kas ‰ajÇ klimatiskajÇ zonÇ ir meÏs.
TÇdï∫ ir nepiecie‰ama dabisko p∫avu nogan¥‰ana vai p∫au‰ana vasaras beigÇs, lai saglabÇtu nepiecie‰amos dz¥ves
apstÇk∫us atklÇtu ainavu m¥lo‰ajÇm sugÇm.




