
Seda River and Burga Meadows

Skats uz Burgas p∫avÇm no LugaÏu puses. Foto: AinÇrs Auni¿‰ Dabas lieguma „Burgas p∫avas” atra‰anÇs vieta
Location of Nature Reserve „Burga Meadows”

Grieze. Foto: Viesturs LÇrmanis
Corncrake Crex crex

Dabas liegums “Burgas p∫avas” aiz¿em apmïram 2 km garu un 1 km platu Sedas palienes posmu pie
LugaÏiem. LiegumÇ ietvertas meliorïtas p∫avas, krmÇji un atsevi‰˙i meÏa puduri upes abos krastos.
Lieguma izveido‰anas galvenais mïr˙is ir saglabÇt Eiropas noz¥mes upju palie¿u p∫avas un apdraudïtas
putnu sugas – griezi un ˙ikutu.

Sedas upe ‰ajÇ posmÇ ir lïna. SÇkusies netÇlu no Igaunijas robeÏas, visÇ tecïjumÇ l¥dz pat Burtniekam tÇs
vidïjais kritums ir 0,14 m/km. Tomïr pavasara palos, dens l¥menim strauji kÇpjot, Burgas p∫avas da∫ïji
applst. Palu dens ir tum‰Çki brns, jo upï ieplst Sedas purva de¿i un, kstot sniegam, den¥ nonÇk
zemes virskÇrtas piemais¥jumi.

Dabas daudzveid¥bu Burgas palie¿u p∫avÇs negat¥vi ietekmïja 20. gs. 50. un 60. gados veiktÇ meliorÇcija un
Sedas upes gultnes pÇrrak‰ana un padzi∫inÇ‰ana. Tas samazinÇja palu apjomu un ilgumu palienï un sekmïja
krmu joslu veido‰anos gar grÇvjiem.

The Burga Meadows Nature Reserve covers a stretch of the Seda floodplain by LugaÏi measuring about two
kilometers in length and one kilometer in width. The nature reserve encompasses drained meadows, brush-
wood and scattered patches of forest on both banks of the river. The key objective for establishing the
reserve is to conserve the river floodplain meadows of European importance and to protect the threatened
bird species – the Corn Crake and the Great Snipe.

The Seda River in this area is slow-moving; from its start by the Estonian border up to Burtnieks the average
drop per kilometer is 14 cm. However, during spring flooding when the level of water rises rapidly, the Burga
meadows partially flood. The flood water takes a darker brown coloring as the river receives water from the
Seda bog, and water from melting snow also contains soil particles.

Nature diversity in the Burga floodplain meadows was negatively affected by drainage works, dredging and
digging of the Seda riverbed taking place in the 50s and 60s of the 20th century. This has resulted in a
decreased amount and duration of flooding in the floodplains, and has fostered formation of shrubs along

Nature Values and Management

Atrodoties starp intens¥vi kultivïtiem laukiem un lielÇkiem meÏa mas¥viem, Burgas p∫avas ir kÇ saudz¥ga
patvïruma sala daudziem klajumu m¥lo‰iem augiem un dz¥vniekiem. LiegumÇ krÇ‰¿i zied stÇvlapu
dzeguÏpirkst¥te un smarÏ¥gÇ naktsvijole, kas k∫uvusi par retumu visÇ LatvijÇ. LielÇkÇ skaitÇ te ligzdo ˙ikuts un
grieze. Palie¿u p∫avÇs uzskait¥tas 12 aizsargÇjamas putnu sugas – ‰eit barojas mazais ïrglis un vakarlïpis,
retÇk redzïta purva pce un dzirdïts orman¥tis. P∫avas ir ¥pa‰i bagÇtas ar daÏÇdiem tauri¿iem – kopskaitÇ
167 sugÇm. TÇ ir mÇjvieta dz¥vajai rad¥bai, kam nepiecie‰ami ikgadïji pavasara pali un atklÇtas, krmiem
neaizaugo‰as p∫avu plat¥bas. Dabas liegums nenoz¥mï cilvïka darb¥bas piln¥gu aizliegumu – Burgas p∫avÇm
ir pat ∫oti svar¥ga regulÇra, dabai draudz¥ga saimnieko‰ana. 2004. gadÇ ar starptautiska finansïjuma atbal-
stu Latvijas Dabas fonds uzsÇka Burgas p∫avu atjauno‰anu. Zemes saimnieki palienï izcirta krmus, lai ik
gadus turpinÇtu bioloÆiski vïrt¥go p∫avu p∫au‰anu. Ap 80% lieguma aiz¿em bioloÆiski vïrt¥gie zÇlÇji, un to
uzturï‰anu ilgÇkÇ laika periodÇ veicina Eiropas Savien¥bas ieviesto agrovides maksÇjumu atbalsts.

Situated among agricultural lands and larger forest areas, the Burga meadows is a safe haven for many
birds and plants favoring open landscapes. The reserve is adorned by the Early Marsh Orchid and the
Lesser Butterfly Orchid that has become quite rare across Latvia. Large numbers of the Great Snipe and
the Corn Crake are nesting here. The floodplain meadows are used for feeding by the Lesser Sported
Eagle and the Nightjar; the Short-eared Owl has been on occasion seen here while the Rails Spotted Crake
has been heard. All together, 12 species of protected birds have been registered at the site. The meadows
are particularly favored by various butterfly species; some 167 species have been found here. The mead-
ows host a wide variety of wildlife that requires regular annual flooding and open plains that are not over-
grown with bushes. Nature reserve does not necessarily mean a complete ban on any human activity. For
the Burga meadows it is actually very important that a regular, nature-friendly management takes place. In
2004, the Latvian Fund for Nature started restoration of the Burga meadows, backed by international fund-
ing. Land managers in the floodplain removed bushes to allow for annual mowing of the biologically valu-
able meadows. 80% of the reserve consists of biologically valuable grasslands and their longterm manage-
ment is supported by agro-environmental subsidies of the European Union.

The Corn Crake

Grieze ir pasaulï apdraudïta putnu suga, un Burgas p∫avÇs tÇ ligzdo lielÇkÇ skaitÇ nekÇ citviet – te uzskait¥ti
25 dziedo‰i tïvi¿i. ·eit pat, pie stenda stÇvot, vïlÇ vasaras vakarÇ iespïjams dzirdït kÇdu griez¥gu balsi,
sacen‰oties par mÇt¥tes uzman¥bu. Taãu ieraudz¥t putnu izdosies ¥stam veiksminiekam, jo, veikli
pÇrvietodamies, tas slïpjas starp zÇ∫u ceriem un vairÇs celties spÇrnos. TÇ radu‰Çs tautas pasakas par
griezi, kas uz ziemo‰anas vietÇm siltajÇs zemïs dodas kÇjÇm. Grieze prot ne tikai lidot, bet ar¥ peldït, jo tÇ
ir radiniece densvisti¿Çm un citiem dzïrvju kÇrtas putniem.

Burgas p∫avÇs pïc ziemo‰anas grieze atgrieÏas vïlu – tikai maija sÇkumÇ kÇ teju vai pïdïjais gÇjputns.
Taãu jau maija beigÇs zÇlï labi paslïptÇ ligzdÇ grieze dïj duci raibu olu, ko perï 16 dienas. Pirmie melni
pkainie mazu∫i iz‰˙i∫as jnija vid un tli¿ pamet ligzdu. Pïc divu nedï∫u vadÇ‰anas mÇte tos atstÇj un
uzsÇk otro perï‰anu. NÇkamÇs tr¥s nedï∫as mazu∫i p∫avÇ kl¥st vieni bar¥bas un patvïruma meklïjumos,
kamïr jlija beigÇs tie jau spïj lidot. TÇpïc ir svar¥gi p∫avu p∫aut vasaras otrajÇ pusï un zÇli atstÇt l¥dz pat 20
cm augstu, lai putniem dotu iespïju izdz¥vot, glÇbjoties no p∫aujma‰¥nas, pïc tam ar¥ no stÇr˙iem, lapsÇm

The Corn Crake is an internationally threatened bird species, and there are more of them in the Burga
meadows than in other places; some 25 singing male birds have been found here. On a late summer’s
evening their harsh song trying to attract the attention of a female mate can be heard from right here. Yet,
you have to be really lucky to catch a glimpse of the bird. They are quick to hide between tufts of grass
and avoid having to fly. This has created the myth found in old folk tales that the Corn Crake walks to its
wintering grounds in Africa. However, the Corn Crake knows not only how to fly but can also swim as it is
related to moorhens and other birds of the family Rallidae.

After wintering, the Corn Crakes return late to the Burga meadows; they are one of the last migratory birds
arriving only by early May. Yet, by the end of May they are ready to lay a dozen eggs in the nest well-hid-
den in the grass; the brooding period lasts for 16 days. The first black and downy chickens hatch by mid
June and are immediately ready to leave the nest. After just two weeks of training the mother leaves the
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Valkas trisma informÇcijas centrs / Valka Tourism Information Center
Valka, R¥gas iela 22, TÇlr.: +371 64725522, www.valka.lv

Latvijas Dabas fonds / Latvian Fund for Nature
R¥ga, Rai¿a bulvÇris 31-6, TÇlr.: +371 67830999, www.ldf.lv

Dabas liegums “Burgas p∫avas”
Izveidots – 2004. gadÇ
Plat¥ba – 183 ha
Natura 2000 teritorija, putniem starptautiski noz¥m¥ga vieta
Year of Establishment – 2004
Area – 183 ha
Natura 2000 site, internationally important bird area

Burgas p∫avas
Burga Meadows

Sedas upe un Burgas p∫avas Dabas vïrt¥bas un apsaimnieko‰ana Grieze


