Dabas liegums “Burgas plavas”

Izveidots — 2004. gada

Platiba - 183 ha

Natura 2000 teritorija, putniem starptautiski nozimiga vieta
Year of Establishment - 2004

Area - 183 ha
Natura 2000 site, internationally important bird area

Skats uz Burgas plavam no Lugazu puses. Foto: Ainars Aunins

Sedas upe un Burgas plavas

Dabas liegums “Burgas plavas” aizhem apméram 2 km garu un 1 km platu Sedas palienes posmu pie
Lugaziem. Lieguma ietvertas meliorétas plavas, krumaji un atseviski meza puduri upes abos krastos.
Lieguma izveidoSanas galvenais mérkis ir saglabat Eiropas nozimes upju palienu plavas un apdraudétas
putnu sugas — griezi un kikutu.

Sedas upe Saja posma ir lena. Sakusies netalu no Igaunijas robezas, visa tecejuma lidz pat Burtniekam tas
vidgjais kritums ir 0,14 m/km. Tomér pavasara palos, tdens limenim strauji kapjot, Burgas plavas dalgji
applUst. Palu Gdens ir tumsaki brans, jo upé iepltst Sedas purva tdeni un, kdstot sniegam, ddeni nonak
zemes virskartas piemaisijumi.

Dabas daudzveidibu Burgas palienu plavas negativi ietekméja 20. gs. 50. un 60. gados veikta melioracija un

Sedas upes gultnes parraksana un padzilinasana. Tas samazinaja palu apjomu un ilgumu paliené un sekmeéja

krdmu joslu veidosanos gar gravjiem.

Seda River and Burga Meadows

The Burga Meadows Nature Reserve covers a stretch of the Seda floodplain by Lugazi measuring about two
kilometers in length and one kilometer in width. The nature reserve encompasses drained meadows, brush-
wood and scattered patches of forest on both banks of the river. The key objective for establishing the
reserve is to conserve the river floodplain meadows of European importance and to protect the threatened
bird species — the Corn Crake and the Great Snipe.

The Seda River in this area is slow-moving; from its start by the Estonian border up to Burtnieks the average
drop per kilometer is 14 cm. However, during spring flooding when the level of water rises rapidly, the Burga
meadows partially flood. The flood water takes a darker brown coloring as the river receives water from the
Seda bog, and water from melting snow also contains soil particles.

Nature diversity in the Burga floodplain meadows was negatively affected by drainage works, dredging and
digging of the Seda riverbed taking place in the 50s and 60s of the 20th century. This has resulted in a
decreased amount and duration of flooding in the floodplains, and has fostered formation of shrubs along
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Dabas veéertibas un apsaimniekosana

Atrodoties starp intensivi kultivetiem laukiem un lielakiemn meza masiviem, Burgas plavas ir k& saudziga
patvéruma sala daudziem klajumu milosiem augiem un dzivniekiem. Lieguma krasni zied staviapu
dzeguzpirkstite un smarziga naktsvijole, kas kluvusi par retumu visa Latvija. Lielaka skaita te ligzdo kikuts un
grieze. Palienu plavas uzskaititas 12 aizsargajamas putnu sugas — Seit barojas mazais érglis un vakarlepis,
retak redzéta purva puce un dzirdéts ormanitis. Plavas ir ipasi bagatas ar dazadiem tauriniem — kopskaita
167 sugam. Ta ir majvieta dzivajai radibai, kam nepieciesami ikgadgji pavasara pali un atklatas, krdmiem
neaizaugosas plavu platibas. Dabas liegums nenozimé cilvéka darbibas pilnigu aizliegumu — Burgas plavam
ir pat loti svariga regulara, dabai draudziga saimniekosana. 2004. gada ar starptautiska finanséjuma atbal-
stu Latvijas Dabas fonds uzsaka Burgas plavu atjiaunoSanu. Zemes saimnieki paliené izcirta krdmus, lai ik
gadus turpinatu biologiski vertigo plavu plausanu. Ap 80% lieguma aiznem biologiski vértigie zalaji, un to
uzturéSanu ilgaka laika perioda veicina Eiropas Savienibas ieviesto agrovides maksajumu atbalsts.

Nature Values and Management

Situated among agricultural lands and larger forest areas, the Burga meadows is a safe haven for many
birds and plants favoring open landscapes. The reserve is adorned by the Early Marsh Orchid and the
Lesser Butterfly Orchid that has become quite rare across Latvia. Large numbers of the Great Snipe and
the Corn Crake are nesting here. The floodplain meadows are used for feeding by the Lesser Sported
Eagle and the Nightjar; the Short-eared Owl has been on occasion seen here while the Rails Spotted Crake
has been heard. All together, 12 species of protected birds have been registered at the site. The meadows
are particularly favored by various butterfly species; some 167 species have been found here. The mead-
ows host a wide variety of wildlife that requires regular annual flooding and open plains that are not over-
grown with bushes. Nature reserve does not necessarily mean a complete ban on any human activity. For
the Burga meadows it is actually very important that a regular, nature-friendly management takes place. In
2004, the Latvian Fund for Nature started restoration of the Burga meadows, backed by international fund-
ing. Land managers in the floodplain removed bushes to allow for annual mowing of the biologically valu-
able meadows. 80% of the reserve consists of biologically valuable grasslands and their longterm manage-
ment is supported by agro-environmental subsidies of the European Union.
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Valkas thrisma informacijas centrs / Valka Tourism Information Center
Valka, Rigas iela 22, Talr.: +371 64725522, www.valka.lv

Latvijas Dabas fonds / Latvian Fund for Nature
L ) Riga, Raina bulvaris 31-6, Talr.: +371 67830999, www.|df.lv

Grieze. Foto: Viesturs Larmanis
Corncrake Crex crex

Grieze

Grieze ir pasaulé apdraudéta putnu suga, un Burgas plavas ta ligzdo lielaka skaita neka citviet — te uzskaititi
25 dziedosi tevini. Seit pat, pie stenda stavot, véla vasaras vakara iespéjams dzirdét kadu griezigu balsi,
sacensoties par matites uzmanibu. Tacu ieraudzit putnu izdosies istam veiksminiekam, jo, veikli
parvietodamies, tas slépjas starp zalu ceriem un vairas celties sparnos. Ta radusas tautas pasakas par
griezi, kas uz ziemos$anas vietam siltajas zemés dodas kajam. Grieze prot ne tikai lidot, bet ari peldét, jo ta
ir radiniece udensvistinam un citiem dzérvju kartas putniem.

Burgas plavas péc ziemosanas grieze atgriezas VvElu — tikai maija sakuma ka teju vai pédeéjais gajputns.
TacCu jau maija beigas zale labi paslépta ligzda grieze déj duci raibu olu, ko peré 16 dienas. Pirmie melni
pUkainie mazuli izskilas junija vidl un tdlin pamet ligzdu. Péc divu nedélu vadasanas mate tos atstaj un
uzsak otro perésanu. Nakamas tris nedelas mazuli plava klist vieni baribas un patvéruma mekléjumos,
kameér julija beigas tie jau spgj lidot. Tapéec ir svarigi plavu plaut vasaras otraja pusé un zali atstat lidz pat 20
cm augstu, lai putniem dotu iespéju izdzivot, glabjoties no plaujmasinas, péc tam ari no starkiem, lapsam

The Corn Crake

The Corn Crake is an internationally threatened bird species, and there are more of them in the Burga
meadows than in other places; some 25 singing male birds have been found here. On a late summer’s
evening their harsh song trying to attract the attention of a female mate can be heard from right here. Yet,
you have to be really lucky to catch a glimpse of the bird. They are quick to hide between tufts of grass
and avoid having to fly. This has created the myth found in old folk tales that the Corn Crake walks to its
wintering grounds in Africa. However, the Corn Crake knows not only how to fly but can also swim as it is
related to moorhens and other birds of the family Rallidae.

After wintering, the Corn Crakes return late to the Burga meadows; they are one of the last migratory birds
arriving only by early May. Yet, by the end of May they are ready to lay a dozen eggs in the nest well-hid-
den in the grass; the brooding period lasts for 16 days. The first black and downy chickens hatch by mid
June and are immediately ready to leave the nest. After just two weeks of training the mother leaves the
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